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December 26, 2007 

Dear Cherokee Nation Citizen: 

As Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, it is my pleasure to invite you to attend a special offering of the Cherokee Nation History Course for tribal citizens and the general public in Irvine, CA and surrounding communities. This course is sponsored by the Cherokee Nation in conjunction with the Cherokees of Orange County and will be conducted on January 26-27 and February 9-10, 2008. 

This special four-day, thirty-two hour course is a version of the course that is currently being offered monthly to tribal employees of the Cherokee Nation, as well as in the communities of the Cherokee Nation in northeastern Oklahoma. To date, over 7000 employees and community people have participated in this course. On evaluations provided by course employees, the CN History Course receives an amazing 96% approval, and some participants have even stated that the course is “empowering” and “life-changing!” 

In 2002, Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government selected the Cherokee Nation History Course as one of only sixteen national finalists for Harvard’s “Honoring Nations” award in self-governance. Taking home “Honors” from Harvard University, the course has been developed from its inception to foster a stronger sense of nationality, patriotism, and self-directed governance in the Cherokee citizenry. 

Our history is not about dates, places, and events, but about processes of adaptation and resistance, proactive and reactive responses, identity and continuity. Participants will be involved in not only a study of information, but also a dialogue about the continuing implications of our particular history on our existence today, particularly on our existence as a nation. The course assists the individual in shifting from an identity as a member of an ethnic minority group in multicultural America to an identity as a citizen of a sovereign nation. 

You are a member of a community that is important to the Cherokee Nation. As a tribal citizen who resides outside the core of government and culture in northeastern Oklahoma, there are particular challenges you face in attempting to retain connections with the Cherokee Nation. This administration understands those challenges, and is equally interested in retaining the ties of government, history, and culture that bind us together. Your participation in the Cherokee Nation History Course is one way in which we can continue and strengthen our understandings of ourselves, our people, and our shared Nation. I urge you to take advantage of this unique opportunity. 

Respectfully, 

Chad Smith 
Principal Chief 
Cherokee Nation 

History Course in Irvine, CA - Jan. 26, 2008 through Feb 10, 2008
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