Osiyo -

The Cherokee NaAon has a long history of being a leader in educaAon. We keep that tradiAon
alive and well by forging new partnerships. One of the most successful collaboraAons we have is
with Junior Achievement of Oklahoma.
For years, as individuals, Cherokees have been involved with Junior Achievement and teaching
young people about work-readiness, entrepreneurship and ﬁnancial literacy. In 2011, we
iniAated a more formal partnership through Cherokee NaAon FoundaAon and Cherokee NaAon
Businesses. In the last six years, we have helped almost 11,000 students, 525 classes, more than
60 schools and more than 280 teachers get the unique and educaAonal exposure JA oﬀers.
Recently, we were recognized by Junior Achievement for the posiAve work we have done
together. Our goal is to prepare Cherokees and other students in northeast Oklahoma for the
real world and encourage them to dream big. Like Cherokee NaAon’s economic impact, this
educaAon eﬀort beneﬁts all Oklahomans, not just Cherokees.
Together, Cherokee NaAon and Junior Achievement are working hard to elevate and not leave
behind rural and underserved schools. Through our partnership with Junior Achievement, we
are not just educaAng Cherokees, we are helping Junior Achievement reach a new demographic
in rural northeast Oklahoma. EducaAonal and informaAve workshops help youth develop an
understanding of our economy and help them to start planning early.
Cherokee NaAon was the ﬁrst tribe to set up a commercial space in JA Biztown – a kid-sized
replicate of a bustling city. We also sponsor classrooms from within the Cherokee NaAon to
aCend. Students complete an in-class curriculum pertaining to all aspects of business and
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industry prior to their visit. Once they arrive at the facility, they apply what they’ve learned in
the hands-on se_ng, working various jobs and making ﬁnancial decisions.
These programs would not be as successful as they are without the volunteers from Cherokee
NaAon, Cherokee NaAon Businesses and the local communiAes. Our employees embody the
inspiraAon and excellence we strive for every day. They lead by example. All of our volunteers
are dedicated and passionate about making a posiAve impact in our communiAes. They made it
a mission to improve the lives of people here in Oklahoma. The real reward of being a volunteer
for Junior Achievement is the personal saAsfacAon that naturally comes with increased
engagement in a child’s future. The greatest thing we can do for our children is educate them,
which is a serious responsibility.
Wado.
Bill John Baker
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