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THEREUPON, the follow ng proceedi ngs were had:

MR. HANNAH. W'l cone to order this norning.
Good norning to everyone.

THE DELEGATES:. Good nor ni ng

MR. HANNAH.  \Wel cone to the seat of governnent
of the Cherokee Nation. It is right and fitting that this body
woul d assenbl e here where the decisions of our governnment are made,
and we are about the decisions of our governnent.

Bef ore we make announcenents this norning and begin to
review the day, as has been the tradition to devote the blessing to
the Al mighty upon this gathering, | would once again call on the
interpreter for the convention. Ed Junper, would you lead us in
prayer?

MR. JUMPER: (Il nvocation in Cherokee and
English.)

MR. HANNAH.  Dr. Hook, you are recognized

MR. HOOK: Point of personal privilege. 1|'d ask
nmy fellow delegates to indulge this statenent. This location is
very enotional for nany people. Probably everyone here in various
ways. For those who have been involved directly in the issues over
the | ast few years, we sure hold very powerful feelings. For those
of us not directly involved in those, it also holds strong enotion.

A hundred years ago, ny great grandna was serving severa
terns on the Tribal Council, Tribal Senate and as judge. W think
about that period of tinme, the crisis the Nation was goi ng through
as they planned, prepared, and thought about the future of the
government. The U S. Governnent was attenpting to destroy us as a
people and as a Nation, and fifty years later, during termnation
and relocation, again, trying to destroy us as a Nation. And they
failed.

We're here today, a hundred years |ater planning for the
next century, and | just ask that as with everything that we do, it
begin with prayer and careful consideration, and that even though we
may be tired and want to nove along, that we take tine to nake sure
everyone understands everything that we're doing.

And |'d also like to subnmit that as we think about what
we're doing, as we ook at the feather in front, that it's a synbol
of our Creator's guidance, power, presence, and protection, and
wi sdom her e today.

And just as a word of coment, it is hanging in front,
al t hough, talking with several other people, the nbst appropriate
thing would be only to hang it fromthe body of a person, that for
safety, that it seenmed better to secure it the way it is, rather
than have sonet hing accidentally laid on top it.

It's al so been suggested that it be nore appropriate to
have it hanging fromthe door so that everyone that entered would
cone under it, and in consultation again felt that in front of us as
a visible presence would be the nost hel pful way to do that. | just



submit these comments for you very respectfully.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, sir. Qur session is
open for business. And M. Vice Chairnan, what is the report of the
Credentials Committee?

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. This
norni ng we have fifty-five del egates regi stered and seated. CQur
guorumis thirty-nine. W are ready to conduct business.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very much, sir. W are
in order and the business of day. M. Sandy Long is here with us
this nmorning. You are appointed as chief teller for the day to
assist us in the taking of our balloting. Thank you very much.

You al so have very graciously nmade arrangenents for us
here in the Tribal Conplex. And by way of introduction of the
facilities to sone of us who are here for the very first tinme, do
you have any special instructions for us as to what direction we
woul d find the rest roons?

M5. LONG Yes, there's several in the building,
but the two closest to us, out this door, go directly to the right.

It you go out this door, it will be to your left. The break room
is in the nddle here with vendi ng nachi nes.

Lunch today will be served in the restaurant, and it's
going to be buffet only. [1'Il be taking a van | oad of people that
maybe they do not want to walk that far, so | will be out front with
a burgundy van to take people who want to go back and forth to the
restaurant.

Snoki ng for you snokers, outside. There's no designated
area inside. It's kind of Iike NSU, it'll be outside, either in the
front or in the back.

Any questions or anything?

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you very much, Sandy.

Now, you all will notice that there are signs in here
that say "no refreshnments,” and the Chair will give the sane
instructions that he did at Northeastern. There will be no
refreshnents in here. And | think the del egates know what the
Chairman i s saying.

So let's be careful in here with that, okay. W'l
obvi ously disregard those instructions. This after all, is a
Constitutional Convention. As we have rem nded ourselves all along,
we are about great responsibility, answering only to the Cherokee
peopl e and the Al m ghty.

Wth that, let's talk for just a noment about the
| ogi stics of our room okay. The Chair will fromtine to tine
crouch down, nmay actually lie upon the floor on occasions, so that
we woul d be able to see his screen. | think while these chanbers
are certainly appropriate for us and they're very confortable, we
now have a stronger appreciation for the facility that we've been
neeting in for the past few days. Qbviously, it was prepared for
the activity that we were about.

So our young scribe is in place and has adjusted the font
of the screen. She, in fact, has the ability to take this thing up



so large on the screen that we can look at it one letter at a tine
if we need to, but that nmight sonehow evoke the concept of filling
the blank, so we're not going to do that.

But if at any tine any delegate is having difficulty with
seeing what's on the screen, you know, sinply raise your hand or
draw the Chair's attention and we will see to it that the |anguage
is read and that you have an opportunity to see what is exactly
t here.

Once again, the activity or product to date that
we have been working on is in your hand and a copy is there for your
review, and we woul d ask during the day that you woul d peruse it
sonmewhat, and if we need to draw attention to any errors that may be
there, please do so.

So with that, we're in place. W have the accouternents
of the day assenbled, and M. Keen, you are recognized.

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. W are
now proceeding to | ook at the |anguage contained in Article VIIN1 of
the Conmission's revised Constitution, and a word of explanation
This is where the nunbering change will take effect fromthe revised
Constitution and the 1975 Constitution.

So the | anguage on the screen is a conparison of the sane
| anguage, even though the nunbering fromhenceforth will be one
nurmeral difference. So under the revised assertion, it is Article
VI11l; under the '75 version, it is Article I X

And Section 1: "The Council shall enact an appropriate
| aw not inconsistent with the provisions of this Constitution that
wi Il govern the conduct of all elections."

The Conmi ssion has struck out, and this appears on the
paper in footnote 45. And we don't need to put it on the screen
"Il just read it. The language that -- fromthe '75 version, the
foll owi ng | anguage has been onitted:

"Provided that the initial election of the Council and
Deputy Principal Chief shall be conducted pursuant to rules and
regul ation, pronulgated by the Principal Chief in the provision set
forth in Article V and VI of this Constitution, notw thstanding the
Principal Chief or Council may adopt rules requiring a najority vote
for any elected office."

That | anguage has been stricken as being obsolete with
the adnmit of our Election Conm ssion. The |anguage we see under
Section 1 has not been saved fromits original |anguage.

And nmy notion to this assenbly would be that the |anguage
be approved.

MR HEMBREE: Second.

MR HANNAH: Modtion on the floor. There is a
second. Floor is open for debate.

M5. MASTERS: Call the question

MR. HANNAH. Question is being called. 1Is there

a second?
MR HEMBREE: Second.
MR HANNAH: And there is.



M5. MASTERS: | will withdraw if there is a
commrent .

MR. HANNAH.  You withdraw. Thank you very
much. And, M. Center, you are recognized.

MR CENTER | thank the Chair. Paul Center
Del egate, Adair County. Fellow del egates, | propose an anendnent to
Article VIII, Section 1, to be a second paragraph to read:

"The Council shall create the Cherokee Nation El ection
Conmmi ssi on, which shall be a full-tinme, independent and per nanent
entity charged with the adnministration of the Cherokee Nation
el ection in accordance with the election |laws. The Cherokee Nation
El ecti on Conmi ssion shall be conposed of five appointed nmenbers as
provi ded by |aw. "

MR. HANNAH. Is that the scope of your
amendment, sir?

And is there a second?

MS. MASTERS: Second.

MR HANNAH: There is a second. And the
| anguage will be added to the screen, and as soon as we have it
there, the floor will be open for debate.
ROBI NSON: M. Chai r man.
HANNAH:  Good norni ng, Rick
ROBI NSON:  Good nor ni ng.
HANNAH:  One nonent here. |If we're
preparing for debate, | want to nake sure that we have the | anguage
to take a | ook at.

As we're awaiting the | anguage and preparing for the
day's business, the Chair would once again rem nd those that are in
the gallery this norning that are non-del egates, we are very, very
pl eased and honored to have you with us to be witness to these
pr oceedi ngs.

There will be a series of voting activities taking place
today and debate as well, and the Chair woul d once again very
respectfully request that you cone here sinply to listen to our
proceedi ngs. The chanber's discussion is reserved for the
del egates, and if you are desirous of carrying on conversations of
any type, please renmove to the outside of the Council chanbers to do
s0. And certainly the Chair would adnoni sh you to be very stil
during all of our voting process that we have here today.

M. Center, the |anguage is before us; the notion is
before us. It has been seconded, and perhaps you'd like to give
expl anation, sir.

2535

MR CENTER | thank the Chair. The rationale
for this, if the delegates will go back through the previous
articles that we have passed that involve the El ection Conmi ssion
at the present tine, we have an adninistrator, a good one, and two
fine enpl oyees. These three people serve us. The entire Cherokee
Nat i on.

The purpose for the permanence of it, all throughout this
convention we've heard that the people want certain bodies to be the



peopl e's body. The Election Conmission, | feel, is one of the npst
i mportant bodies that should be solely working for the people of the

Cherokee Nation. The Council, the Chief -- or the -- |let ne address
that as the executive and | egislative bodies of the Cherokee Nation
have drew up laws, | have themw th ne today, that govern the

Commi ssi on.

The appointnents to the Commission at the present tine
are, two by the Chief, two by the Council, and the Commi ssion, and
those four appoint the fifth person, just as did in the court of the
judiciary of Section 5-A that we covered, which normally, the fifth
person not being fromeither body, appointed by these four, is
usual Iy the Chairperson of the Conmm ssion

And as we all know, | believe the figures shows that
there's 192,600 voters or nenbers, and | have with nme the figures of
every voter in the '95 election that cane fromthe precincts.

But one of the main reasons for this is, there are
election laws in place at this tine, but because of the enactnent of
sone of the previous articles, sone of that will have to be redone
by the commission, presented to the |egislative body for approval
and we are barely getting by right nowin the comission on a
part-tine basis.

And in order to do justice for the people of the Cherokee
Nation, this should be a full-tinme conm ssion, and the cost of it
being full-tinme is not going to vary hardly at all because in the
of f-el ection years, we do not have to neet, therefore, not putting a
burden on the Council for further expenses.

But, we can through the authorized tel econference
nmeetings be called to resolve problens that cone before the Election
Conmission in a three, four, five-hour notice w thout any cost to
t he peopl e of the Cherokee Nation.

And by doing that, the problens of the people are sol ved
wi thout it having to go back through executive and | egislative
functions, therefore, keeping it independent to the people.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Center. The Chair
Wi ll remnd individuals that Ms. Ready, who once again joins us
today as a teller, she's here -- excuse ne, as a tinekeeper and
joins us here in the front row. She has a card showing linmitation
for our debate.

MR STOPP: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH.  Point of information, M. Stopp

MR STOPP: \When we tal k about, "shall be a
full-time, independent, pernanent entity," are we saying it will be
seated or it will be paid full-tinme?

MR. HANNAH. M. Center.

MR CENTER Pl ease redress.

MR STOPP: \When we talk about, "it shall be a
full-tinme, independent, pernanent entity," are we tal king about a
conmission that is seated for a period of time, or are we talking
about a commission that is actually forty hours a week?

MR. CENTER. No, we're talking about a



conmi ssion. At the present tine, we neet once a nonth during the
el ection year, or during the election period as stated by the
election |laws that are handed to us by the |egislative body.

The conpensation to the comissioners are only for that
period of tinme, which is a stipend. During the off years, when
there is no election, we do not -- there is no conm ssion, so any
problemthat the people of the Cherokee Nation has cannot be
addressed unless it goes before the Rules Conmittee.

At the present tinme, the way the | aws are enacted,
because your adm nistrator falls back under the jurisdiction of the
Rul es Committee when the commission is not seated. Your Rules
Conmittee are -- the way | understand it, are Council persons at the
present tine. So it goes to the Rules Conmttee, which is the
Council or the legislative body.

I f the conm ssion was seated, the election |laws could be
carried out and the problens could be solved with the people of the
Cherokee Nation without interfering with the |egislative body,
again, in a superintendency, as we mght say. The election |aws
could remmin i ndependent as handed down by the |egislature.

The cost itself, there would be -- in the off years,
there woul d be no cost. The commission naybe nmight only want to
nmeet once every six nonths to go over any changes and -- that are

goi ng to be brought about by the change in the Constitution.

But insofar as the cost of the conmission, it would not
i ncrease by being -- any nore by being full tinme, and if it did, it
woul d be very m ni mal

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, M. Center. Good | ady
fromCalifornia is recognized

M5. MASTERS: Delegate Billie Masters speaking.

| rise in support of this notion. W here as a body have now noved

our voting procedures to every two years. Even with a part-tine
conmi ssion that we have now, they have to cone together one year
prior to an election in order to prepare and assure that we can vote
in the mtters that we would like to do that.

By having an el ection every two years, and bei ng assured
by the commission that on the off year they would be available on an
as-need basis, | think that this is wthout a doubt what we're going
to need to do in order to carry out the wi shes of this body. And
rise in support of this conmi ssion beconing full tine.

MR. HANNAH.  Chair is appreciative for the
del egates to identify thenselves and to state how they rise on an
issue. And is there a delegate who rises opposed to the anendnent
that's before us?

M. Henbree, that would be you

MR. HEMBREE: Del egate Henbree, of Greasy, and
rising in opposition.

In all due respect to nmy good friend and Del egate Pau
Center, his argument of what he said is exactly the argunent in ny
opi nion not to have this in the Constitution. He spoke of the |aw
governing the El ection Conmi ssion and what those -- and the specific



duties of the Election Conm ssion and the enornous responsibility
the El ection Conm ssion has and why it should be a full-tine
i ndependent .

And | don't disagree with any of that; that may very well
be true. But that's legislative, |adies and gentlenen, and if we're
| ooking for a docunent that is clear, we do not want to legislate in
this Constitution.

Section 1: "The Council shall enact an appropriate |aw
not inconsistent with this provision of this Constitution that wll
govern the conduct of elections.”

They have done that. They have created the El ections
Commi ssion. And after this Constitution is revised and adopted, if
it is, then the Council shall appropriate -- shall enact appropriate
laws to deal with that.

Now, that's why we should not legislate in the
Constitution. It's going to be -- we say we want sonet hi ng done;
enact laws to do it. That's what has happened in the old
Constitution, and that's what we're calling you all to do in this
Constitution.

The amendnent itself, | think, has sonme striking
guestions. Do you really want to constitute a nmandate full-tine,
i ndependent, permanent entity to be enployed full tinme? | guess

that's what is being inferred.

But that's the reason all of these questions need to be
enacted through a |l egislative process. Take the problemthrough the
conmittee, through the election conmttee. Have |aws drafted and
redrafted. Vote on the Council that we el ect.

Al'l we need to do, |adies and gentlenen, is just say,
enact these appropriate laws. Al M. Center's questions can and
shoul d be addressed t hrough the |egislative process, not do it right
here. Thank you very much.

MR. HANNAH.  How do you rise, M. Hoskin?
MR HOSKIN: M. Chairman, Charles Hoskin, Jr.
and | rise in favor of this amendnent.

M. Chairnman, these nice, clear, bright-line distinctions
bet ween what is |legislative and what is constitutional at tines have
to give way to reality. The reality is that we have a El ection
Commi ssion that is overburdened, that has been overburdened.

We have had el ections that have had problens. W have to
make deci si ons whet her we want to put the integrity of our system of
el ecti ons upon nost of the things in our denobcracy because that is
one of the nmobst cherished parts of our denobcratic process, and we
have to maintain the integrity of this system W nust do this with
a constitutional anendnent.

The first sentence of Section 1 is: "The Council shal
enact an appropriate law." Nothing in that sentence mandates an
El ection Conmission. It is the prerogative of the Council to do

t hat .
Now, they have established an El ecti on Comi ssion, and as
|'ve said, the result has been it's been overburdened. Now we're



pl aci ng additional burdens of a staggered term W need a full-tine
entity. It does not say full-time comm ssioners. W don't have
five people working forty hours a week. W have a full-tine entity,
in accordance with the election | aw.

The Tribal Council can wite into law what a full-time
entity would be, and fund that. But they can't ignore the nandate
that we want an i ndependent and pernanent entity.

This is appropriate for the Constitution, because
el ections are so inportant to our system And | woul d urge support
for this. And be mndful that this anendnent gives the Council a
wide latitude as to howto set this up, but they also can't ignore
the mandate of a permanent, independent entity to adm nistrator our
el ections.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen of |owa, how do you rise?

MR. JOHN KEEN. In favor. Young M. Hoskin
stole ny thunder, but | agree that the nice, clear |ines of what
shoul d be in the Constitution and what shouldn't be in the
Constitution don't apply to the reality of the situation that we
have before us.

The El ection Conm ssion needs to be independent, and we
need to mandate that by Constitution. The first line there would
allowit, as M. Hoskin says, but it would be a dependent entity of
the Council through legislation. But to set it aside and nake it
i ndependent, we would have to do that by Constitution

The only thing that | woul d suggest is that the
appoi ntnents be by the Chief and confirmed by the Council. If M.
Center woul d accept that as a friendly anendnent.

MR. HANNAH. M. Center, we have a friendly
anendnent being proposed by M. Keen. M. Keen, would you restate
it for him please?

MR. JOHN KEEN:. |'m speaking in favor of your
anendnent here, that | would like to see appoi ntnents nade by the
Chi ef and confirmed by the Council.

MR. CENTER. As | stated before, we m ght
want to nake that a little clearer. The present -- Del egate Keen
the present election laws and rules that's drawed up for the
El ecti on Conmi ssion at the present tine, two are elected by the
Chief, two are elected by the Council. The conmi ssion of four
pl aces the fifth conm ssioner in place, just as we did in the
judiciary, in the sane nanner that we did in the court of the
judiciary.

MR JOHN KEEN. | would -- if you would accept
it, | would like to see it kept uniformw th other appointnents that
we have put into this Constitution, that's nom nated by the Chief,
appoi nted by the Chief and confirned by the Council, if you would
accept that.

MR. CENTER: I'IlIl accept that.

MR. HANNAH.  Friendly anmendment has been made.
Language will be entered, with no opposition by the second.



M5. HAVENS: | have a question

MR. HANNAH:  Point of information, good | ady.

Don't want to | ose the good | ady from Nowat a

M5. HAVENS: Edna Havens, Del egate from Nowat a
County. Should we put "Principal Chief," since that is a termthat
we have been using?

MR CENTER | believe we should add the word
"Principal" in front of "Chief."

MR. HANNAH.  The ki nd | ady nmakes an astute
observation. The |language is added. Floor is open for debate.

M. Stopp, how do you rise in this issue?

MR. STOPP: (pposed to the wording of this. |
would like to offer a friendly anendment on the -- where it begins,
"The Council shall create the Cherokee Nation El ection Conmm ssion"
strike, "which shall be a full-tine, independent, pernmanent," to the
period of that first line. Down to laws. Striking that.

And adding fromthe top line, "and appropriate |aws," al
the way down through the top line there, to the bottom sentence
After elections. The very top sentence beginning with, "and
appropriate law' down to "elections," period. So you're taking the
top sentence and noving it down. O Section 1, yes, over to an
appropriate. Go to the top sentence where it says "an appropriate.”

Right there. Take -- all the way down to "election." Take that
down and right after the "and."

And | say that because | do believe it's a legislative
responsibility, but |I also feel a concern in the roomthat there is
a constitutional issue of ensuring that we have a fair election and
ensuri ng that we have the personnel

| think this may hit both sides of: "The Council shal
create the Cherokee Nation El ection Conmi ssion and an appropriate
| aw not inconsistent with the original constitution. It will govern
the conduct of all elections.” So that forces the Council into
creating this comm ssion, which young M. Hoskin has astutely
noticed in the first section

Goi ng down to the very bottom by striking the next
lines, that reads in there, "The Cherokee Nation El ection Conm ssion
shal | be conmposed of five nenbers, appointed by the Principal Chief
and confirmed by the Council."

So now we have confirnmation of an entity, as well as
creating a conmission, but put it back into the |egislative body.

So that's my offer of a friendly anmendnent.

MR. HANNAH:  Friendly anmendment has been
of fered. Wat say you, M. Center?

MR. CENTER. Wth respect to ny fell ow del egate,
| would have to reject that.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. You wish to take --
MR STOPP: | would like to make a notion.
MR. HANNAH.  There's a nmotion to anend the

| anguage. |s there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second



MR. HANNAH: There's a second. The floor is
open for debate. Wio would rise in opposition?

MR GOURD: M. Chairman, | would rise in
opposition to that.

MR. HANNAH.  Dr. Gourd, you are recogni zed.

MR GOURD: | don't know if we can stack
friendly amendnents upon whatever, but as far as the question that
is currently before us, the idea was that the Constitution creates
the conmi ssion rather than the Council creating the conm ssion. So
we still have sone problens with the | anguage. So for present
purpose, | would stand in opposition and would offer a friendly
anendnent. Thank you.

MR. HANNAH:  Kind | ady from Tahl equah you are
recogni zed.

M5. HAMMONS: Thank you, M. Chairnan, D ane
Hamons, Tahl equah.

MR STOPP: Point of order.

MR. HANNAH. Yes, M. Stopp.

MR. STOPP:. Did we not do a notion on ny --

MR HANNAH: We did do a notion and there's a

second, and we are at debate.

It was not accepted as a friendly anmendnent, and was,
therefore, made as an amendnment. And if we have in fact deleted
that, we will bring it back. Can we do that, or do we need himto
repeat it for us?

| need to repeat it? Okay. W're going to take just a
nonent here, folks, and nake sure we know what we are doi ng, okay.

M. Stopp.

MR STOPP: May | talk to the scribe?

MR, HANNAH  Yes, you nay.

The | anguage is before us and chanbers will be in order.
The debate will be orderly, and the good |ady from Tahl equah is
recogni zed. How stand you on the issue of the anmendnent proposed by
M. Stopp?

M5. HAMMONS: Di ane Hanmons, Tahl equah. | am
tentatively in support of the amendnent proposed by M. Stopp. |
think it's about to be nade better, so |I'mgoing to shut up here in
just a second, but | just want to say that | agree with what M.
Hembree had to say.

| don't want to circumto the urge to constitutionally
anmend without a legislative amendnent. | don't think we need to be
saying in the Constitution what is full time and what is not.

That's obviously |egislative.

But establishing the Cherokee Nation El ection Conmi ssion
in the Constitution, | think is probably a good idea. So with that
real, mld opposition, | will yield. Thank you.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. Either of you gentlenen
to ny left wish to be recogni zed? You've been standing there for a
while. M. Hoskin?

MR HOSKIN, JR: | rise in opposition, with all



due respect to M. Stopp's anendnent, because | think it changes the
spirit of the amendnment, which was to create an i ndependent and
per manent commi ssion which would exist prior to any legislative act.

I think the Council is capable of naking legislation to
effect this, but | think it needs to be constitutional because
t hi nk our election cones before the Council; it cones before the

Chief, and it needs to be in the Constitution
| rise against this, and | call for the question on his
amendnent .
DELEGATE: Second
MR. HANNAH. Question has been called. There's
a second.
Heari ng no opposition, all of those in favor of the Stopp
anendnent, please signify by saying "aye."
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."
THE DELEGATES: No
MR. HANNAH: The noes have it; the |anguage does
not stand. The floor is open on debate for the remainder of the
article.
Ms. Masters, you're recognized.
M5. MASTERS: Yes. Masters, delegate. After

hearing the discussion, | rise in partial support of this anendnent.
The two words that are bothering ne are "independent" and
"permanent." This is an appointed position. | think that we should

be about making it a full-tine appointment, but "independent" and
"permanent," are the two words now that | think that we need to | ook
at nore closely in regard to appoi nted comri ssions that represent

t he peopl e.

Per nanent appointnents is a bother and i ndependent of the
rules committee of our legislative body is a bother to ne. | would
like to see us have a full time entity charged with the
adm ni stration of our election, as we have laid them out every two
years, which is going to take a full tinme body.

But I'mnot for the "independent and pernmanent," those
three words there. So possibly we could | ook at that and what the
effects of that would be on a citizen-appoi nted conm ssion, as
opposed to sonething a little bit different.

MR. HANNAH.  Very wel |, thank you. Dr. Gourd

you are recogni zed

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnman, Charles
Gourd, delegate. | would propose a friendly anendnment to this.
After Section 1, it would start out with, "there is hereby created,"
and that places it directly in the Constitution, "there is hereby

created." And then go to the Cherokee Nation El ecti on Conmi ssion

and the bal ance of that -- yeah, nobve that up for present purposes.
Yes, and in response to the question about that being a

permanent entity, | don't think the intent is that the appointed

peopl e serving in these appointnents would be there for life, but
rather the Election Commission is permanent. And that's why it



says, "permanent entity."
And if there's problemw th the word "i ndependent," we

m ght think about substituting the word "autononous." The idea here
is to make this conmission still responsible for |aws, but have the
capacity in -- the capacity to serve the people. So with that, | --

it gets close | think to what we are | ooking at.

MR. HANNAH. M. Center, a friendly anendnment
has been offered by M. Gourd. Do you accept?

MR. GOURD: | accept that anendnent.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very much. Wt hout
opposition to the second, the |anguage is entered and the floor is
open for debate.

M. Littlejohn, you' re recognized.
MR LITTLEIJOHN: M. Chairman, | would nove
that we have a division of the question. The first sentence from
t he second sentence, the second sentence deals with the math -- the
nunmbers, and the first sentence deals with the establishnent of it.

MR HANNAH: There's a notion to divide the
qguestion as provided. 1Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There is a second, and the floor is
open for debate.

DELEGATE: Call for the question

MR. HANNAH. Call for the question. 1Is there a
second?

MS. MASTERS: |'m uncl ear

MR HANNAH:  One nonment. Point of information
by the good del egate from California.

M5. MASTERS: Yes. | thought we accepted the
friendly anmendnent.

MR HANNAH:  We did, na' am

M5. MASTERS: Pl acing "autononous" wth
"i ndependent . "

M5. HAVENS: W don't have "Principal Chief" in

there either.

MR. HANNAH.  And the good | ady from Nowat a
County once again keeps us straight that the Chief will be known as
"Principal Chief."

Let's settle in here just a nmonent, folks, and nake sure
we know where we are. W now have all of our friendly anmendnents.
We now have the Chief being Principal, and we are at debate over
whet her to divide this section.

And the floor is open for debate and there is no debate.

And so, therefore, is there a call for the question?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH.  And there is a second. And hearing
no opposition, all those in favor, signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No



MR HANNAH:  And the notion stands, and the
Section 1 is divided. And the floor is open for debate on the first
serial. That would be the top sentence.

And you are recogni zed, kind |ady, how do you rise in
this issue?

M5. SCOTT: | would like to offer a friendly
anendnent. The term"full time" is what is bothering nme, and
thi nk ongoing is what M. Henbree was inplying, that it didn't have
to be a full-tinme position, but it had to have ongoi ng presence over
time. And so | would offer that we replace "full tinme" wth
"ongoi ng. "

MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, M. Center?

MR. CENTER. Wbuld you restate your --

M5. SCOTT: Yes. | amoffering that we take out
the term"full time," because it inplies forty hours a week, and put
in the term"ongoing," that they can be on ongoi ng basis over tine.

MR. CENTER. Wbuld you conpronise with the word
"pernmanent” and "autononous"?

M5. SCOIT: That's fine. |'mjust concerned
about that "full tinme."

MR CENTER  Strike the word "full tine" and
insert the word "pernmanent."

It's already there. Ch, it is. This does not speak to
the position of commi ssioners; this speaks to the entity of this
body.

MR. HANNAH:  Friendly anendnent has been made
wi t hout opposition to the second. It is accepted, and the floor is
open for debate on the first serial of this division

M. Stopp, how do you rise on the issue?

MR STOPP: | would like to split this again.

MR HANNAH:  This will be a first for the
conventi on.

MR. STOPP: Because | think what |'m hearing,
there's no issue of creating a Cherokee Nation El ection Conm ssion

| would like to split between "Comm ssion" and "which."

| think it's the issue of how, and does this becone
| egi slative or constitutional, and how do we do that. But | think
-- at this point, |I'mnaking an assunption that we are in agreenent
t hat the Cherokee Nation El ection Commi ssion should be created. |
would Iike to support it to that point.

MR HANNAH:. There's a notion to divide the
first serial of the first division between the phrase, "there is
hereby created Cherokee Nation El ection Conm ssion," and the second
serial, which would begin with the word "which shall be an
aut onomobus and permanent entity charged with the adm nistration of
t he Cherokee Nation election in accordance with the election [ aws."

Is there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a second. Floor is open
for debate



DELEGATE: On?

MR. HANNAH. On the division -- once again,
Chair will remnd us where we are. W have a notion to divide, and
this is the proposal for the division. And there has been a second,
and we are open for debate on this division

MR. JOHN KEEN. Del egate John Keen

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, you are recogni zed.

MR. JOHN KEEN. | would call the question
MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very much, sir. There we
go. |Is there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH:  And hearing no opposition, all of
those in favor of division, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH:  And the phrase is divided. And
debate is open on the first serial

M. Keen, you are recognized.

MR. JOHN KEEN. Del egate John Keen, | would cal
t he questi on.

MR. HANNAH.  The questi on has been called on the
first serial. |s there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH.  And hearing no debate, then what we
are voting on will be the first section that allows us to stand in
our deliberations, which would read: "There is hereby created a
Cher okee Nation Election Comission.” Al those in favor, please
signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

And the first serial stands, and debate is open on the
second serial, which would in fact begin with the word, "which shal
be an aut ononpus and pernanent entity charged with the
adm ni stration of the Cherokee Nation elections in accordance with
the election | aws."

And the floor is open for debate. And Dr. Gourd, you are
recogni zed

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Charles
Gourd, delegate. | hope our English lady is here.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, she is.

MR GOURD: After the word "conmi ssion," we need
a period. And then | guess we would start that sentence with, "The
conmi ssion shall be autononous and" -- yeah, "an autononous and
permanent entity." And | would nmake that in the formof a notion.

MR. HANNAH: There's a nmotion on the floor to
add to the second serial the two words, "the conm ssion."

MR HOSKIN, JR: Point of information.

MR HANNAH  Yes, sir. M. Hoskin.

MR HOSKIN, JR: Could we leave that to the



Style Cormittee, and yet still put it on the screen for our
pur poses?

MR. HANNAH. | will ask. Dr. Gourd, would you
wi sh to withdraw your notion?

MR GOURD: Now |I'm confused.

MR. HANNAH.  You' re confused because you nmade a
notion, sir, to include the words, "the comm ssion."

MR GOURD: Yeah.

MR. HANNAH.  And the young del egate next to you
has rai sed an issue that we will leave that to the Style Commttee.
And the Chair would renind us all perhaps what we shoul d be about

i nstead of attenpting to make the | anguage correct, is for us to
return to what it is that we're attenpting to do, which is to debate
t he second serial, okay.

The Chair believes that would be a | ogical process for
us, instead of us getting a little bit out of kelter here on what
we' re doi ng.

What say you, Dr. Gourd?

MR GOURD: | agree with the assigning it to a
Style Committee, sir. | was just nmaking a notion so we could start
debate, and it seened to ne that nothing was on the floor. | don't
know.

MR. HANNAH.  |I'msorry, sir, but we were in fact

in debate on the second serial

The Chair is going to need just a little bit of help
here, folks. So kind of help himout. Now, Dr. Gourd has nade a
notion to include the words, "the conmission." |Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Yes.

MR. HANNAH: There's a second, and the floor is
open for debate on the notion to include the two words, "the
conmi ssi on. "

DELEGATE: Call the question

MR. HANNAH: Question has been called. Those in
favor, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

And the | anguage is added and debate continues on the
second serial, which now begins with, "the commission shall be an
aut ononous. "

M. Keen, what say you, sir?

MR. JOHN KEEN:. Call the question

MR LITTLEJOHN: Second.

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called, and there's
a second. |s there opposition?

Heari ng no opposition, the | anguage that is before us for
i ncl usi on woul d be, "The commi ssion shall be an autononous and
permanent entity charged with the adm nistration of all Cherokee
Nation el ections in accordance with the election | aws."

Al'l of those in favor signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye



MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no." And
t he | anguage st ands.

I may need to call on the Sergeant of Arns to bring forth
the official delegate can of WD 40.

M. Henbree. W are at debate on Section 1, and you are
recogni zed

MR HEMBREE: Second serial, correct, M.
Chai r man?

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Henbree. W are
once again at debate on the second serial of the original division
whi ch woul d be the area that is underlined.

MR. HEMBREE: Del egate Henbree from G easy.

MR. HANNAH. Let's wait for just a nonent, until
we all get seated here. Thank you.

MS. MASTERS: Point of clarification

MR. HANNAH: The good lady from California wants
to know what is squeaking over there, Charlie, and you're instructed
not to answer that question

M. Henbree, we are back in the room Thank you, sir,
you are recogni zed

MR. HEMBREE: Thank you, M. Chairnan, Del egate
Hembree from Greasy. Ladies and gentlenen, here | amtrying to keep
the Constitution short and painting with broad strokes, if it is the
desire of the body as it is, that the Cherokee Nation Election
Conmi ssion be a constitutional mandated body, we have done that.

Now, if we're going to sit here for the rest of the day
trying to point out how nany nenbers, what is the term of those
menbers, what's going to be, |adies and gentlenen, as M. Center
says, there's already laws on that, and that's the appropriate place
for that.

How t hese constitutional nmandates are enacted are
invariably left up to legislative seat, not in the Constitution
itself. So we've done our job. Let's vote down the second seri al
and let's nove on to the rest of it.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Henbree. Any other
del egates rise to speak to the second serial that's before us? You
kind sir, are recogni zed

MR. CARL DOWNING Carl Downing. | rise in
support. | believe that this very well could be the nost inportant
part of this Constitution. This is where we safeguard the rights of
our people to vote.

I kind of waver between constitutional and Council, and
guess | come down on the side of not quite trusting the Council,
al t hough they are ny elected representatives. |n other words, |

want to supersede their power in this particular instance, although
phil osophically | disagree with that.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very much. M. Lay, you
are recogni zed

MR. LAY: Delegate Lay. | stand essentially in
support of the whole Constitution, although, |I think it should have



been done legislatively. But when we get to this second part here,
this is what he's tal king about, | would prefer to see --

MR. HANNAH: Let's bring order to the chamber.
The Chair is always interested in del egates raising good ideas by a
caucus, | just ask that if you are going to do so that you woul d
retire to the rear of the roomand keep your voices | ow.

M. Lay, you will be heard, sir.

MR. LAY: Thank you. |If we're going to go
through this section right here, what 1'mgoing to ask this
del egation -- the delegation nust realize that the first paragraph
that we've gone through woul d have taken Council six nonths to go
t hrough. We've done a really good job here.

The second section woul d probably take Council another
six nonths. And the reason why is because | want a delegate fromny
district to be on that board; you want one fromyour district to be
on that board; the at-large folks want two to be on that board, and
here we are doing proper legislative work Iike M. Henbree said.
And if we're going to do it, then we're going to have to add nine
plus two to that, so that's it.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Lay.

Good | ady from Tahl equah is recogni zed.

M5. HAMMONS: Thank you, M. Chairnan, D ane
Hamons. | stand in opposition to the second serial. | believe
that this was properly left to the legislature, and | did think they
did a better job than we've done here.

We fought |ong and hard yesterday on appoi ntnent and
el ection, and obviously we're not going to elect the election
conmi ssioners, but | don't like five menbers being appointed by the
Principal Chief. | think that the way that the statute set it out
is better. And | would respectfully request that we vote this
serial down. Thank you.

MR HANNAH:  Ms. Silversnmith, Kenwood-Salina,
you are recogni zed
M5. SILVERSM TH: Ml ly Silversmith, Salina. |

am opposed to this second section. | amin total agreement with the
del egate that just spoke, that it is unnecessary; it is a
| egislative duty. And as far as the -- howlong it would take the
Councilnmen to go through this, | was under the understandi ng that
this Constitution was supposed to | ast another hundred years, and
hope this Council isn't in Council at that tine.
MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, na'am
M. Keen.

MR. JOHN KEEN. John Keen, Delegate. The
| anguage, "appointed by the Principal Chief and confirned by the
Council," was mne as far as the friendly anendnent, so | would I|ike
to withdraw that if the author would accept nmy withdrawal.

MR HANNAH: M. Center, M. Keen has been
identified and requests now to withdraw his original friendly
anendnent of the phrase, "appointed by the Principal Chief and
confirmed by the Council." What say you?



MR. CENTER: | accept that.

MR. HANNAH.  Accepted. And the | anguage wi t hout
opposition fromthe second was withdrawn. And the kind |lady from
Nowata, is it okay if we take out "Principal"?

M5. HAVENS: Yes.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, na'am | wanted to |et
everybody renenber that you were a part of that project.

Dr. CGourd, you are recognized.

MR GOURD: M. Chairnan, Charles Gourd,

Del egate. | would propose in this sentence a friendly anmendnent to
define the conposition of the comission, and that after "conposed

of five nmenbers,"” you could put, "two of which shall be selected by
the Principal Chief, two by the Council and the fifth shall be

sel ected by the Conmi ssion."

MR BILL BAKER  Point of clarification

MR HANNAH:  Point of clarification, M. Baker

MR. BILL BAKER. Okay. In this piece that we're
tal king about, it's going to say that there are five nenbers, two
appoi nted by the Chief, two by the Council. |Is this until they die
or --

DELEGATE: Yeah

MR. BILL BAKER: Until they die?

MR. HANNAH. M. Center, you are recognized.

MR. CENTER: As provided by law, it's already
witten.

MR. HANNAH.  And M. Center, what say you on
the friendly anendment by Dr. Gourd? Do you accept, sir?

MR. CENTER  Yes.

MR. HANNAH. M. Center, you accept the friendly
anendnent, therefore, wi thout opposition to the second, it's
entered.

M. Henbree, you're recognized.

MR. HEMBREE: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Ladies
and gentlemen, pretty soon we're going to start argui ng on how many
angel s can dance on the head of a pin, okay. That's why you don't
| egi sl ate.

W' ve done our duty in creating the office, and we kept
on referring back to laws that have already enacted. Good | aws.
That's why they're there, you know, that's why they've been --

t hey' ve gone through the process of nmking good | aws.

So | would nmove previous question on the second serial
and let's take a vote on whether we want to have it or not.

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  Very good. The question has been
called on the second serial, and there is a second. And hearing no
opposition, the vote is before us.

MR CARL DOMI NG |s there an anendnent before
t he house?

MR HANNAH:  No, sir, there is not. There is
not. W have concl uded di scussion and --



MR. CARL DOMWNI NG | napped for a couple of
m nut es.

MR. HANNAH.  You napped for just a second. |It's
okay. The Chair has been doing that throughout the entire
conventi on.

VWhat we're about to vote on, |adies and gentlenen, is in
fact the second serial of Section 1. And the |anguage would read if
approved: "The Cherokee Nation El ection Comn ssion shall be
conposed of five nenbers, two of whom shoul d be appointed by the
Principal Chief --"

DELEGATE: Shal | .

MR. HANNAH.  "Shal |l ," thank you very nuch. "Wo
shal | be appointed by the Principal Chief, two by the Council and
the fifth shall be appointed by the comm ssioners as provided by
l aw. "

Al'l those in favor, signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye.

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No.

MR. HANNAH:  And the Chair is unclear and wl|
instruct a standing count, and Ms. Long will prepare to assist in
the counting. Al delegates will be in their chairs. Al del egates
wWill be in their chairs. M. Stroud, please take your chair,
pl ease. Thank you.

Let's settle in, people, conme on, now. | know we're a
little unused to these facilities, but we're going to get this down.
W're all in our seats.

There is no confusion here, this is a convention it is
wel I under control, and we know exactly what we are doing at all
times. And nost inmportantly, the del egates know who they are. |Is
there any del egate here who doesn't know that you're a del egate?
Well, Silversmith, I know We'Il work on you later today. W get
you back to Kenwood, you'll be all right.

Point of clarification, M. Baker.

MR. BILL BAKER: Wen we add "by |law, " does
"law' -- there's been sone tal king over here that "l aw' provides
that they be Cherokee citizens.

MR. HANNAH:  Point of clarification by M. Baker
with regard to the word "law." M. Center, you are recognized.

MR. CENTER: "Law' neaning the |egislative act.

I'd have to research it as far as -- to ny know edge, that does not
say that in the act itself, to serve the conm ssion, that they nust
be citizens of -- but | would ask that that be witten.

MR DOANTY: Point of order.

MR. HANNAH:  One nonent here, fol ks, we have
point of order. And the good man formerly of Wst Peavine is
recogni zed.

MR DOMY: M. Chairnman, we have a vote on the
floor, and | don't believe debate or even discussion is appropriate.

MR. HANNAH:  Very true, sir. The Chair



entertai ned M. Baker by way of point of information sinmply to make
sure exactly that we all know what we are doing here. The Chair was
willing to allow the good nan who has introduced his anmendnent to
expl ai n.

And M. Baker, are you clear now, sir?
BILL BAKER: No, sir.
HANNAH:  You are not clear a at this tinme.
HOSKIN, JR : Point of clarification.
HANNAH:  Point of clarification.
HOSKIN, JR: As | read this --
HANNAH. M. Hoskin, you are recogni zed.
HOSKIN, JR.: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Charles Hoskin, Vinita. As | read this, and | think |'m seeing th
problemis that the, "as provided by |aw' only operates on the fifth
nenber .

25%%5%%3%

That's problematic for me. | think it's problematic for
Del egate Baker. | think we have to continue with this vote unless
we can do sonething to prevent it. | think this is not the intent

that the author had in nind.

MR. HANNAH: Ckay, | adies and gentlenen, the
Chair will remnd you that sinply because we vote on this, if
there's -- you know, there's further discussion and work to be done
here, so we will nmove for the vote.

The | ady from Tahl equah, | see you hol di ng your hand.
Are you not hearing, or what's the question?

M5. HAMMONS: M. Chairman, there's some
f eedback here.

MR. HANNAH. W& will suspend the vote until we
get this roomin order.

And we have done so now, | believe. |Is that correct, M.
Keen?

MR KEEN, JR: Mist have scared it out --

MR. HANNAH.  The Chair will rem nd everyone that
the M. Keen is from Adair County.

MR LITTLEJOHN: M. Chairman, | want a
clarification.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.

MR LITTLEJOHN: |If we vote "yes" on the vote
that's upcoming, we will accept the |language that's on board; is
that correct?

MR HANNAH: That is correct, sir.

MR LITTLEJCHN: If we vote "no," then that
| anguage is all gone; the law that's in effect now becones the |aw

MR HANNAH:  We would need to return via the
scribe that we would then return to the original |anguage.

MR LITTLEJOHAN. My point is, is if | understand
what we're voting on, is the question is either this is going to be
in the Constitution, or it's going to be provided for by |aw by the
Counci | .

MR. HANNAH.  \What we're voting on, sir, would be



the | anguage that is underlined before us, whether it would be
included in this section

MR HOSKIN: Point of order.

MR HANNAH:  Point of order, sir.

MR. HOSKIN. Wuld it be appropriate to have a
voi ce vote?

MR. HANNAH. | f whoever -- you know, M.

Hoskin, | think it would be. And thank you very much for that.
That may save us sone additional procedure.

Now, fol ks, what we're doing here is voting on the second
serial. And once again, if you vote "yes," we would include the
| anguage, "The Cherokee Nation el ection comm ssion shall be conposed
of five nmenbers, two of themshall be appointed by the Principa
Chief, two by the Council and five shall be appointed by the
conmi ssioners as provided by |law "

Al'l those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH.  And the noes have it. The | anguage
does not stand. And the floor is open for debate on Section 1. M.
Hoski n, you are recogni zed.

MR HOSKIN, JR: M. Chairman, | nove to --
well, | don't need to nove to do anything because it's struck, but |
woul d make a --

M5. MASTERS: Return --

MR. HOSKIN, JR: Yeah. Was there |anguage
there in place -- I'msorry, on information. Ws there | anguage
there in place of what was struck, or is this howit should read
now?

MR HANNAH:  This is how it should read, sir.

MR HOSKIN, JR: M. Chairman, | would nove the
guesti on.

MR. HANNAH. Question's been noved. Is there a
second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH: Hearing no opposition, |anguage
before us in Section 1, if you vote to approve this | anguage will
st and.

"There is hereby created a Cherokee Nation El ection
Conmi ssion. The comission shall be an autononbus and per nmanent
entity charged with the adnministration of all Cherokee Nation
el ections in accordance with election law. The Council shall enact
an appropriate | aw not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Constitution that will govern the conduct of all elections.”

Al'l of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

And Section 1 is accepted. Section 2 is open. M. Keen
if you would introduce it for us.



MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman.
Section 2, and if | could have the scribe call up the '75 version
Section 2 is identical |anguage to the |anguage appearing in Section
2 of the 1975 Constitution, and it reads:

"Any citizen by blood of the Cherokee Nation at | east
twenty-five years of age on the date of the election nay be a
candidate for the Council. No person shall have been convicted or
has pled guilty or has pled no defense to a felony charge under the
laws of United States of Anerica or of any state, territory or
possessi on thereof, shall be eligible to hold any office of
appoi nt nent of honor, profit or trust within this Nation unless such
person had received a pardon

Any person who holds any office of honor, profit or trust
in any other tribal entities, either elective or appointed shall be
ineligible to hold sinultaneously any office of honor, profit or
trust of the Cherokee Nation unless approved by the Council."

MR. HANNAH. Mdtion is before you. |s there a
second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There is a second. And, M. Keen
any further clarification before we open the floor for debate?

MR KEEN, JR.: No, sir.

MR HANNAH: Good man from Black Gumi s
recogni zed

MR. McCREARY: Ken McCreary, Black Gum | would
offer a friendly anmendnent. Right after, "where such person has
received a pardon," to include the words, "fromthe appropriate
jurisdiction."”

This is to clarify where the person has received a
pardon. You cannot pardon fromthe wong jurisdiction

MR. HANNAH. My apologies to M. MCreary. You
may need to cone again; | was conferring with the good manager
Your friendly anmendnent again, sir?

MR. McCREARY: M friendly amendnent is to
i nclude the wording "fromthe appropriate jurisdiction, that person
has received that pardon from" You can't cross pardon from across
jurisdictions, so it has to be fromthe appropriate jurisdiction
W' ve had that problem once before.

MR. KEEN, JR: | would accept that as a
friendly amendnent. | think it helps add clarity --

MR. HANNAH:  Dr. Gourd, what say you? Are you
friendly to the inclusion?

MR GOURD: Yes.

MR. HANNAH.  Ms. Coon?

M5. COON:  Yes.

MR. HANNAH.  And M. Hannah says "yes," and the
| anguage is added wi thout objection by the second.

Ms. Stroud, you are recognized.

M5. STROUD: Thank you. Virginia Stroud,
Tahl equah. | would like to know froman attorney, as well as sone



of the other nenbers, of what exactly is a pardon. |If we did wong,
if we enbezzled, if we nolested or if we did a felony of sone kind,
and then we're forgiven, then we can still hold office; is that how
this is interpreted?

MR. HANNAH.  Ckay, the question has been raised
by point of information with regard to the definition of word
"pardon." M. Dowty, the Chair call on you

MR. DOATY: Ckay.

MR. HANNAH.  And he does so because of your
consi stency of abstentions yesterday. Chair is concerned that
you' ve not had enough voice. Wat would be a "pardon,"” sir?

MR. DOAMY: And others can help me with this,
but a pardon as | understand it, w pes out the conviction
conpletely. That is, the person stands as if they had never
suffered the conviction for the offense. And that's ny
under st andi ng.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, sir. Hearing no
opposition fromothers of |egal counsel in the room M. Stroud,
does that answer your question?

MS. STROUD: Well, then what do | do? Because
don't want themeven if they were pardoned to be one of ny people
here.

MR. HANNAH. So you stand in opposition to the
word "pardon," and you would Iike to nmake a notion to strike the
word "pardon"?

M5. STROUD:  Yes.

MR. HANNAH: There is a notion to strike the
word "pardon." Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a second, and the floor is
open for debate on the strike of the word "pardon." Wuld anyone
rise in opposition?

MS. CHILSON: Point of clarification.

MR. HANNAH:  Point of clarification, good | ady.

M5. CHILSON: Wbuld a pardon indicate that the
conviction was not correct in the first place?

MR. DOAMY: No, no. My |, M. Chairnan?

MR. HANNAH:  Yes, sir, M. Dowty. |'msorry.

MR. DOMY: No, the conviction may have in fact
had nmerit. The person nay have in fact conmitted the crine, they
may have pled guilt or have gone to a jury and been convicted. It
means that they will have been shown by the process of |aw to have
comitted the offense.

Now, they may have been seventeen years ol d, eighteen
years old when they did it, and we nay be tal ki ng about that sane
person at the age of fifty. And so that is why we have pardons, is
that a young person -- ordinarily is that a young person nmay have in
their youth made an error that would mark them for the renmi nder of
their life, but they may have truly rehabilitated thensel ves and be
of great value to the society and to the conmunity, and yet be



precl uded up from hol ding offices such as this.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, sir, for the
clarification.

Tina, you're recognized

M5. JORDAN. He nmight want to clarify the first
sentences and expungenents, and if that will have any affect on this
particul ar area.

MR. HANNAH: Point of clarification has been
rai sed by the good |l ady from Tahl equah with regard to the | anguage
of --

M5. JORDAN. | think we're tal king about pled
guilty or has pled no defense. You mght want to explain to the
body how a deferred sentence and an expungenment process woul d work
or that, or whether it would have an inpact.

MR HANNAH:.  Kind man

MR. DOAMY: Well, in this |anguage, as to the
pardon it would not. And | suspect that this discussion has been
had before by others, particularly with regard to the |ast election
for Chief when an issue such as this arose

But a person may plead guilty and receive what is called
a defernent sentence, which is not in fact a conviction. In that
case, a person mght plead guilty to a felony and be placed on a
peri od of probation to follow rules of the court and to not get in
any nore trouble.

And then that person, if they conplete that period of
time, it nmay be a year or two or whatever, if they conplete that
period of time successfully, then, as to the plea, the books are
erased. |It's expunged. The nanme and the fact of their plea of
guilty is taken off the books. Now, that is done within that year
or two after they suffer the plea of guilty.

But in this case, a pardon is sonmething different. That
is where they did not contest, they did not receive a defernment,
they were actually convicted and received a sentence and nmay have
served a penitentiary sentence, even, in the case of a pardon

But after a |lapse of a termof years and they have been
rehabilitated, they can apply, in our case in Cklahona, to the
governor, to be pardoned. And if the governor signs that pardon
it's as if their conviction -- even though they have been in the
penitentiary, it's as if it had never happened.

MR. HANNAH: The Chair would like to thank the
kind gentlenen for the explanation

M. Keen, you are recognized.

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. Ral ph
Keen, Jr., and | rise in opposition to the proposed deletion of this
| anguage for many of the reasons that Justice Dowy brought before
thi s body.

The pardon process, whether it be state, federal or even
within the Tribe, it's not easy to obtain a pardon. W need to
al l ow enough flexibility in the qualifications of our elected
official to not exclude or preclude good people who may have made



nm stakes earlier in their lifetine.

And many of us through the follies of youth know what |'m
tal ki ng about. You know, when you | eave hone, you nade a m st ake,
and you nove on correct those, you're fully rehabilitated. If we
strike this |anguage out, then we would be held convicted of those
m stakes for the entirety of our lives and be precluded from ever
serving the Cherokee Nation. And it's for that reason that | oppose
t hi s.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Keen. M.
Silversnith, you're recognized
M5. SILVERSM TH. Ml ly Silversmth, Salina. As

| stated before, | amhere for Salina-Kenwood people. The word
"pardon,"” | am opposed to it being in there. | thought I knew what
pardon neant, but evidently | don't.

We perceive "pardon" -- and the reason that | don't, we

percei ve pardon, and using the anal ogy of doing sonething when you
are young, we all have. But the reason it's in there, it's not
stipulating if you did it at seventeen or if you did it at
twenty-seven or if you did it at fifty. There is no stipulation on
age when they say "pardon."

Did you do this at seventeen; well, it's okay. If you
didit at thirty, it's not okay. To ne, it's either okay or it
isn't okay. |If you do sonething to spend tine in the penitentiary,

and you do sonething against the aws of the United States, your
city, your county, and you're punished for it, even though you did
your sentence, | don't think you should be able to hold an office
where you' re governi ng peopl e.

I'mnot saying you are an outcast and can't be a Cherokee

and you can't vote anynore; |'mnot saying that, all of your rights
taken away fromyou as a Cherokee. |'mjust saying that | don't
think that if soneone has been convicted of a felony -- and | think

that's what we're tal king about, felony. That if anyone has been
convicted of a felony, they should not be able to hold public
office. Not that they can't be a Cherokee and vote, but |'m opposed
to this pardon thing to be in here.

MR. HANNAH.  Dr. Hook, you are recognized

MR. HOOK: Jonat han Hook. Thank you, M.
Chairman. | also support striking this language. | will submt
that, yes, we all have nade ni stakes. But as the highest el ected
body of the Nation, that this group should be unable to have any
chal | enge agai nst any question of their credibility or actions in
the past of this type. And that as the highest elected body, it's
essential that we have this in there.

Al so, ny understandi ng of sone pardons is they can often
be political as well. And sonmeone could be pardoned regardl ess of
whet her they were in fact guilty, or that it can becone a politica
issue as well as one of noral turpitude. So | would submit this is
a reasonabl e striking.

MR. HANNAH. M. Henbree, you are recogni zed.
How do you rise on the issue?



MR. HEMBREE: | rise in opposition to striking
t he | anguage concerni ng pardons. Thank you, M. Chairman. Del egate
Hermbree, from G easy.

We have concentrated on one issue as to a pardon of naybe
a youthal indiscretion. But pardons are also very appropriate, and
| thank God we have themin cases the conviction is just plain
wrong, |adies and gentl enen.

There were nmany civil rights workers in M ssissippi
Al abama, who were convicted of felonies when the civil rights
noverment was goi ng on. Those convictions were not right
convictions. And they were convicted of felonies, and they received
presidential pardons. And thank God they did, because they were
down there doing what's right.

And that's the power we have vested in the highest
official of our land. Like you said, in Cklahoma, it's the
governor; in the United States, it's the President. Sonetines the
conviction is just plain wong. Sonetines you mght --

And believe you ne, as an attorney, it's not farfetched
that, you know, in the backwoods reaches of our Nation that soneone
m ght be wongfully convicted of a crine they did not commit. And
if they can make their case to the highest official in that |and,

t hey ought to have a right to have a pardon

And if they, in fact, do receive that pardon, they should
be given back, restored, all rights and privil eges that they ever
had as a citizen. So | think the | anguage to pardon is good
| anguage to have in our Constitution. Thank you.

MR. HANNAH.  The good | ady is recognized.

M5. PITTS: Joni Pitts fromFort G bson. |
don't think that we should put sonething like that in our
Constitution. | agree with him beside his dad. | agree with him
that this, even like |later on down the road, if we did el ect someone
like this, | wouldn't want anyone saying that we had a nurderer in
office, | mean, our Chief was a nmurderer, or maybe he was found to
be guilty of nolesting a child or sonething like that. | just don't
thi nk sonething like that should be in there. Thank you

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, na'am

MR JOHN KEEN: Point of clarification

MR HANNAH:  Point of clarification, M. Keen

MR JOHN KEEN. If she is referring to ne, |
have not spoke in opposition or favor of this.

MR. HANNAH:  And thank you very much for the
clarification. M. Keen, the senior, is recognized.

MR. KEEN, SR : Ralph Keen, Delegate. | rise in
opposition to renoving this | anguage fromour Constitution. |'mnot
so sure -- |'ve never taken a poll, or | don't have any facts, but |

suppose that there are many, nmany, nmany Cherokees who have at one
time or another done sonething wong.

We should be forgiving if they straighten up, fly right,
and attenpt to do good service to our Tribe. | think that we should
do that, allowthemto serve



| would |ike to point out one other thing, too. And that
is that nost other civilized jurisdictions, the state of Cklahong,
our federal governnment, and many others civilized jurisdictions have
this in effect in their constitutions. And | woul d oppose renoving
this | anguage from ours.

MR. HANNAH. M. Littlejohn, you' re recognized.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: | rise in opposition to
striking the language. And if we had sone way of knowi ng that a
person who is convicted -- | shouldn't say convicted, we shouldn't
worry about convictions. |If we have sone way of knowi ng who has
done wong, and in this roomwe have here, how nmany of us have not
done wrong, besides M. Baker?

MR. HANNAH: Let the record show M. Baker
raised his hand. And | don't believe | would have told that, Donn

M. Littlejohn.

MR, LITTLEJOHN: And the difficulty is, of
course, there are sone prosecutions that are in fact political or
econom cal. Depends on how nuch noney you have, depends on what
kind of a | awer you can afford as to whether you're convicted or
not .

Many times people are arrested for a crine. Sonetines
they conmit it, and sonetinmes they did not comrt it. Many tines
the only way they can get out of jail is by going down and pl eading
guilty to a felony and being put on probation. That's shameful, but
it happens.

If we had sone way of identifying everybody who did wong
and then exclude them from ever running
for office, I would agree with you, but we don't. It's unfair. A
pardon is one way that we know t hat sonebody has heard their plea of
injustice. Sonebody has listened to them and found themto be
wort hy people and deserving of this. Maybe it's politically
granted, but nmaybe it's granted as a sense of justice. For those
reasons, | oppose the striking of this |anguage.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, sir. M. Carke, you
are recogni zed

MR. CLARKE: Yes. | rise in opposition of
striking this |anguage, but | would Iike to say sonething in regards
to some of the things that |'ve heard people say in regard to those
yout hf ul people who conmit crines and are convi cted.

For the nobst part in this state, a person under the age
of eighteen commts a felony, and if they are not certified to stand
trial as an adult, then they were maybe accused as a delinquent,
that woul d never go on any kind of record as a fel onious conviction.

But I'"'mhere to tell you, folks, you're looking at an old
boy that when | was fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, years of age, | was
one of those absolute hell-raisers. And by the grace of ny God,

did not wind up in the penitentiary.

I've got tons of buddies in the neighborhood I grew up
with; sone are dead as a result of being shot and killed, conmmtted
sui ci de under influence of narcotics. Mst of the kids | run around



with wound up in reformschool and all of that.

However, like | said, by the grace of God, | was never
charged with anything. But | was right in the mddle of them And
had that happened, as a young person being certified as an adult, |
doubt very seriously if | would be in the position that | am at
today because it would be very tough to do a job in this type of
wor k, working with kids, when you have a record of a felonious
conviction for doing things.

And | agree whol eheartedly with what forner Chief Justice
Keen said. W' ve got to be forgiving. W've got to be forgiving,
and we've got to understand that people can rehabilitate. It's a
matter of choi ce.

And | thank God that | chose to self-rehabilitate with
the assistance of a | ot of people that provided ne very appropriate
gui dance. So |I'mvery opposed to this because | know that during
the course of actions that's taken place here in the |ast couple of
years, hey, we've got sone real enotional stuff going on here, or
did have, and it's been a cal mi ng down sone.

But any of us may -- could have done sonething just |ike
Del egat e Henbree was tal king about the civil rights people doing
sonme thing that they believe in was right and wound up getting a
felony conviction and woul d be precluded if we did not have
sonething |like a pardon here. So |I'mdianmetrically opposed to
renovi ng this |language. Thank you, sir.

MR. HANNAH.  Chair woul d recogni ze the del egate
rising in favor of the strike.

DELEGATE: Call the question
HANNAH:  Poi nt of information, young | ady?
MASTERS: Do what ?
HANNAH: | would entertain a delegate rising
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in favor of the strike.
MASTERS:  Yes.
HANNAH: Do you rise in favor of striking
t he | anguage?
MASTERS:  Yes.
HANNAH:  You are recogni zed
. MASTERS: Billie Masters, Delegate. | rise
in favor of the striking of this |anguage. There nmay be exceptions,
but I think for the nost part, we all have faith in our judicial
system and the way that it works.

And if a person was convicted, | believe that we in the
Cherokee Nation hold a little higher standard for our highest
el ected official, and I would vote that we strike this |anguage.
And that doesn't nmean that we're not forgiving of those people; that
just neans we hold a little higher standard for our elected
of ficials.

530 30

MR, HOOK: Point of clarification.
MR. HANNAH. Point of clarification, Dr. Hook.
MR, HOOK: What's the standard for triba

enpl oyees? What's the | anguage --



MR. HANNAH. The Chair would call on M. Stopp
per haps, or anyone el se here who mght -- M. Baker, would you rise
to answer?

MR. BILL BAKER: That is definitely not the
st andar d.

MR HANNAH:. That's not the standard.

MR. HEMBREE: It wouldn't be gernane to the
topic in the first place.

MR. HANNAH. | beg your pardon?

MR. HEMBREE: On order, that inquiry would not
be gernmane to the topic.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Henbree. And now
that we have that out of the way.

DELEGATE: Call the question

MR. HANNAH.  Ckay, the question has been call ed.

Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH. There is a second. And hearing no
opposition, we nove to the question before us. |If you vote in the
affirmative, then the | anguage will be stricken, "unless such person
has received a pardon fromthe appropriate jurisdiction."

Wul d that be correct, M. Keen?

MR KEEN, JR.: Correct, sir.

MR. HANNAH. Al right. Al those in favor
signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH:  And the | anguage stands. The fl oor
is open for debate.

MR KEEN, JR.: M. Chairnan.

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, you are recogni zed.

MR. KEEN, JR : | would propose an anendnent to
this, and I'mdoing this independent of ny fell ow comi ssioners,
because | don't want to burden themdown with a friendly anmendnent.

If we will go up to the second -- | believe it's the second
sentence, where it states, "or has pled guilty or has pled no
defense to," and strike that |anguage out, please.

And the rationale behind this proposed deletion is that
we all know the problens that surrounded a certain candidate at the
| ast election for Chief, and this was the exact |anguage that
brought about that problem

Qur court -- you need to realize that the |anguage that
we have in this Constitution binds our Suprene Court. They have no
flexibility. |If the language is clear, they have to followit,

whet her it's controversial or whether it's not. They are nandat ed
to follow this.

The problemthis | anguage poses to ne is the situation
with a deferred sentence, as Justice Dowy so artfully explained to
us, where under the state systemyou can actually plead guilty, you



can receive a deferred sentence, and as long as you don't violate
the terns of that sentence, upon conpletion it is conpletely erased
and expunged fromyour record as if -- and it is not a conviction
am| correct, Justice Dowy?

MR DOAMTY: Yes, that's correct.

MR KEEN, JR: So we would have a situation
where you woul d have pled guilty for a crine, technically, you have

served out the deferred sentence. It would have been dropped, there
woul d have never been a conviction of a crinme. But yet under this
strict | anguage, you would still be precluded from serving our

Cher okee Nati on.
| believe this is the exact situation that a previous

candidate had. And so for that reason, | really see no reason to
have this restriction in our Constitution. | feel we should just
keep it to the felony standard and go with that.

MR. HANNAH: There's a notion to strike; is
there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a second. The floor is
open for debate. M. Baker, you wi sh to be recognized.

MR. BILL BAKER: | would speak in favor, and the
mai n reason is how things really work in Cherokee County, Adair
County and all. Many times we have young people that their parents

cannot or will not afford the representation. Many tines our
Cher okee people take the attitude that if the kids get in trouble,
they're going to get out thensel ves.

And many tines they cone, and the parents agree that,
hey, naybe we can get this kid off, but let's hold himto a
standard. Let's let himplea and be on probation and bring himin
line. And whether that's right or wong, that's how thi ngs happen
many tinmes.

And | think if the state of Okl ahoma recognized it as
expunged or conpletely taken off and forever forgotten, that's what
they tell you, is that it's forever forgotten. And under our |aw,
it's not forever forgotten, and we're taking Cherokee kids and
holding themto a different standard than what they're promised in
anot her jurisdiction.

MR. HANNAH. Dr. CGourd, you wish to be
recogni zed

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

MR. HANNAH. How do you stand on the issue?

MR GOURD: | would rise in -- as usual, |I'mon
the fence on this one. I'mprimarily in opposition to it because
bel i eve that the section which we just voted on which includes the
provision for a pardon would take care of the extenuating
ci rcunst ances which nay have surrounded the activity which occurred
because, you know, it doesn't address or get to the nature of the
crime. Thank you.

MR KEEN, JR: Point of information, sir.

MR HANNAH:.  Point of information, M. Keen



MR. KEEN, JR: I'"Il call on Justice Dowy to
help ne on this. M understanding is on a deferred sentence, you
cannot receive a pardon for a deferred sentence; is that correct?

VMR. DOAMTY: Correct.

MR KEEN, JR.: So that creates a stonewall for
this individual. He has no renedy. He cannot even seek a pardon
But yet under this code, he would still be --

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Keen. Ms. Stroud,
you're recogni zed

M5. STROUD: Yes, | nust agree with Dr. Masters
here, that we as Cherokee people, we haven't asked for nuch, you
know that. The Cherokee people, the ones that |ive here and runs
t hat governnent, we haven't asked for much, except nmaybe we'd |ike
to have a | eader who is one-forth Cherokee or nore and has not
conmtted a felony.

Now, why is that so hard to get passed with our del egates
who are representing the faces that are not here, the voices who
cannot speak on this floor? | want this |anguage out of here. Who
are we trying to get in? That's what I'd like to know On a
political nove, who are we trying to get in that has a background
that we do not know about? Thank you

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, ma'am M. Henbree,
you are recogni zed

MR. HEMBREE: Thank you, M. Chairnman. | rise
in favor of the strike. And | can tell you there's no individua
that | have a hidden agenda |'mtrying to get in here. But I'm
trying to protect those young Cherokee individuals who are grow ng
up here today, and nmaybe sone of themthat are not so young.

| would beg the other attorneys to help nme out on this.
But | see the systemfirsthand here in the heart of the Cherokee
Nation, both in Adair and Cherokee County. One of the reasons why
an individual is given a deferred sentence is that that prosecutor
or that judge sees sone nmerit in this individual and is willing to
gi ve them a second chance.

And when a person receives a deferred sentence, that is
the justice, that authority that judge is saying, if you go forth
fromthis day on, and you do what we tell you to do for this period
of time, be it a year, two years, three years, whatever, you have
the right to cone back into this court -- let's say it's three
years, you have the right to cone back into the court three years
| ater and prove to ne, speaking as a judge, that you have done
everything |'ve told you to do

And if you do that, and if you live right, and you do not
conmit any crines, |'mgoing to expunge your record. And
guarantee you, |adies and gentlenmen, every time they tell that
i ndividual that is as though it's never happened; we are going to
wi pe the slate clean on you, go forth and sin no nore.

And that's what that person does. He never receives a
conviction in which to receive a pardon. The candidate that we are
tal ki ng about was Bearpaw. And he, | think, was a very capabl e



person. A person that should have had the opportunity to run for
Chief. But that was deni ed hi m because when he was a young man --

MS. MASTERS: | don't think we should tal k about
personality.

MR. HANNAH.  Ma'am the good gentl eman deserves
to be heard.

MR HEMBREE: |'min order

M5. MASTERS: Not without the person being here.

| stand in opposition to discussing a person that is not here.

MR. HANNAH.  Ma'am you will stand down and the
good man wil|l be heard.

MR. HEMBREE: Thank you, M. Chairnman. |
bel i eve he should have had the opportunity to run for Chief because
he did commit one youthful indiscretions that we tal ked about, and
he did receive a deferred sentence. And he did follow through with
what they told himto do when he left that courtroom They wanted
this is as though it never happened.

The suprene court's hands were tied. They could not do
anything other than read this Constitution. Now, | think we do not
need this thing in a vacuum | adies and gentlenen. W have the
ability to bring in what has happened in the past, and | think that
was a constitutional wong. And | think it would behoove us to
renove that |anguage and al |l ow peopl e who have done what the
authorities tell themto do, the ability to hold office.

MR. HANNAH: Chair will recognize the del egate
who would rise in favor of the strike. How stand you, Ms. Masters?

M5. MASTERS: |'magainst striking this
i nformation.

MR. HANNAH.  Very wel |, please proceed. And the
Chair, in fact, is prepared to hear your side. Thank you

M5. MASTERS: | stand in opposition to striking
this information. There, by the way, has not been a case of a youth
having this held against them That was not a youthful issue. It

wasn't a person under eighteen years of age.
Thi s | anguage, again, holds us to a higher standard. And
t he people here believe in holding a higher standard to their
el ected official. They do not want soneone who is tainted in any
way hol ding this highest position. And | stand in opposition of
striking this wordi ng here.
MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, na'am Ms. Silversnith,
you are recogni zed
M5. SILVERSM TH: Ml ly Silversmith, Salina. |
amin support of this |anguage staying in here, basically for the
reasons | was tal king about, the pardon. Yes, we have all made
m stakes in our life, and we always will because we're human. W
were created that way. But we're not always going to make the right
deci si ons.
But when it comes to governing a body, in a position of
power to oversee our people, | think there should be sonme real high
standards. If | comitted a felony nyself, which | have not, |



woul d have to abide by the people's decision not to put ne in
office. But that doesn't nean that | could not serve ny people.

Just because |'m not Chief doesn't nean | cannot serve ny
people. I|I'mnot Chief now, and | never intend to be Chief, but that
is not stopping me fromgoing out and hel ping ny people with all of
nmy energy, all of ny thoughts, all of ny love, and working until the
day | can't work anynore for them

That's not stopping me fromdoing that. That's just
stopping ne frombeing the Chief. So what is the big deal? That
we're saying the Chief can be a felon, |I don't understand that. |
cannot understand that.

MR KEEN, JR : Point of information.

MR HANNAH:  Point of information, M. Keen

MR KEEN, JR.: And | raise this because | think
there's a little msconception happening here. By striking this
| anguage, a felon still cannot hold the office. The |anguage
i mediately following the strike out, it would read, "no person
shal | have been convicted of a felony charge under the |aws."

So a felon would not be eligible to run for an office.
We're just sinply addressing these special situations --

M5. SILVERSM TH: O has pled guilty?

MR. KEEN, JR: O has pled guilty --

M5. SILVERSM TH: O has pled no defense?

MR. KEEN, JR: That's right, but prior to
conviction. To be a felon, you have to be convicted, and these two
situations address things before that conviction takes place.

M5. SILVERSM TH: Ckay, so with this with the
line through it is telling ne that if they have pled guilty -- "or
has pled guilty to a felony"; is that what it will read?

MR. KEEN, JR: Yes. See, but the plea and the
conviction are two different things. Even if you plead guilty, you
still have to be convicted.

M5. SILVERSM TH.  If | plead guilty to

sonething, I'msaying | didit, right? | nean, this |lawer stuff is
really playing with ny head here. | understand sinple terns.
Sinple terms. Pleading guilty to something is saying you're guilty.
MR KEEN, JR: It's a plea, but it still nay
not be a conviction --
M5. SILVERSM TH. | don't care -- you're
tal king, well, the poor man has to plead guilty because he doesn't

have enough nmoney. (Ckay, is that what you're saying?

MR KEEN, JR: Well, ma'am I'mjust trying to
clarify these things so we can nmake an i nfornmed decision

M5. SILVERSM TH. | f you have enough nobney, you
can plead guilty and get off; if you don't have enough noney, you
can plead guilty and have to go to prison; is that what we're
sayi ng?

MR. KEEN, JR: Ma'am |'mnot going to --

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, stay close to your point
of clarification, sir.



MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, sir. W're sinmply
trying to --

M5. SILVERSM TH:  Now, |'m sinple folk.

MR. HANNAH.  The Chair will allow this exchange
so that we can in fact help the good del egate understand. This is
not our usual course of action, folks. kay, so let's begin to draw
this. You have about one mnute left of your tine, Ms. Silversmth.

M5. SILVERSM TH: |I'ma sinple folk. You either
did it or you didn't. That's sinple. I|I'ma sinple folk. And then
when you get into all of this stuff where the |awers can get
nmurderers found not guilty, when fifty people saw himdo the crineg,
and we know t hat has happened, then | don't trust this. | don't
trust this. | want the language in there that if he's pled guilty
or has pled no defense to a felony, he should not run for this
of fice.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, na'am M. Lay, you are
recogni zed

MR. LAY: Thank you, M. Chairman. Delegate
Lay, Cchelata. | stand in opposition of the strike. | want those
words to stay in there. Pretty soon the |lawers are going to tel
us, let's strike the word "fel ony."

That's not correct, people. This is the Cherokee Nation
We're going to hold these fol ks to high standards when we el ect
them |If they don't qualify, they don't qualify. And this
gentl eman that they had al ready nmentioned -- otherw se, | would not
bring himup, Ms. Masters, but they already nentioned him and
won't mention his name -- he did |l ead an exenplary life for, what,
twenty or thirty years after his problens. But he had that twenty
or thirty years to go get his pardon. He didn't do it.

| want that |anguage left in there, and in fact -- let ne
cal mdown just a minute. You |lawers are going to strike the word
"felony" here in alittle bit, and it's time again for you to stand
down. This language is fine just like it is. Thank you

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Lay.

MR. KEEN, JR: M. Chairnman, may --

MR.  HANNAH. On point of information, M. Keen

MR. KEEN, JR: Yes, and | just want to reaffirm
a previous point of infornmation that was raised, that in Oklahoma
you cannot receive a pardon for a deferred sentence. Thank you

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Keen. Good lady is
recogni zed

M5. CRAWFORD: Verna Crawford, Delegate. I'min
favor of striking this. | know from several people that | know of,
young peopl e and maybe not so young, have pled guilty or no contest
to somet hing because they were intinidated. They did not think they
had any other option, and they did not do what they were accused of.

In sone cases, a judge may see this and offer a deferred sentence,
and in sone cases, they go ahead and are penalized. But | think we
need to consider that.

MR. HANNAH. M. Baker, you are recognized. How



do you rise on the issue? |In favor of striking or opposed to
striking?

MR. BILL BAKER: The point | want to nake is --
| guess I"'min opposition. | don't have a dog in this hunt. And
do think that there ought to be a very high standard, but let ne
propose one other scenario just for the informati on of this body.
That you have a eighteen, nineteen, twenty-year-old kid that gets
hooked on drugs or al cohol; he cannot under any circunstances be
forced to go into treatnent. And sonetines the judge will work with
the parents and the grandparents to scare this individual into
getting treatnent and getting his life back and can becone a val ued
citizen of the commnity.

It is a disease, and it's one that is out there and
preval ent anong Cherokee people, as all people. But | would submt
to you that there are cases where this plead is not against the
State, against nature. Thank you

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, sir. M. Carke, you
are recogni zed

MR. CLARKE: WIlliam d arke, Delegate from
Muskogee and the proud author of eighteen, and still is the proud
aut hor of ei ghteen.

Fol ks, |'ve been working in providing court-rel ated
social service to children and fanilies for twenty-nine years of ny
life. As | said earlier, | was a hell-raiser when | was an
adol escent, and by the grace of ny creator, | did not wind up being
convi cted of sonething.

But at that tinme, it would have been a juvenile type
thing. But, nevertheless, that is what hel ped shape ne because
know peopl e can rehabilitate, and I know where | cane from what
was, and | know what | am today.

Based upon a fact that people care, and there are good
peopl e out there that are helpers that care. And | have seen in the
Ol ahoma system juvenile system and | will inagine every attorney
inthis roomwll have to agree with ne, that there are instances
when charges are brought agai nst people, and a person is indigent
and cannot afford an attorney, so the court appoints thema public
defender, and that public defender may have such a hi gh casel oad,
that they sinply don't have time or maybe in sone cases just too
darn lazy to go to the jail or whatever and to sit down with that
i ndi vidual that they've been appointed to represent and to give them
a good def ense.

So the easy way out is to cop a plea. And it nakes it
easy because the District Attorney's office doesn't have to go
through the tine because their cases are backlogged and all of this
kind of stuff. And so the individual is just often tines advised by
an attorney to plead guilty to sonething that they probably should
not have done, should not have pled guilty to.

And 1'l1 always encourage the young people in the
famlies that | work with, you can ask for your day in court. And
so | amin favor of renoving this |anguage, because | have seen



peopl e get railroaded by people who are there to be their advocate.
And that's why | would like to see this stuff out of there.
Because from firsthand experience, |I've seen it and | know --

MR. ROBINSON: Call for the question

DELEGATE: Seconded

MR. HOOK: Opposed.

MR. HANNAH. Question has been called, it's been
seconded, and there's opposition. Floor will remain in debate and
woul d hear del egat es.

MR HEMBREE: On order

MR. HANNAH. On order, M. Henbree. Actually,
M. Chairnman, when a notion for previous question has been called,
and there is an objection, you would go to a vote. And if
two-thirds of the body wish to innovate, that woul d be ended.

M5. HAVENS: | would just like to ask a
guesti on.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Henbree. And the
good | ady from Nowata will ask her question

M5. HAVENS: Okay, we've all heard of one
particul ar case, but did anyone notice that it says "any office."
That doesn't just apply to the Chief; that neans these people are
excluded fromany office.

MR. HANNAH.  And the good | ady from Nowata is
t hanked for that point of information. W will now procedurally --

MS. STROUD: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, na'am Point of
i nformation.

M5. STROUD: Yes, | wanted to know, in the

upcom ng -- in the newspapers, we've got one of our tribal |eaders,
the head of it, who's naybe convicted or charged with w retapping.
How is this -- striking this going to be -- is it going to affect

the current adninistration, or is it going to carry out?

MR. HANNAH.  Good | ady, you asked for
i nfornati on that woul d be supposition in nature of this group on
actions that are real and current, rather than of an academc
nature, and the Chair would rule that it will not respond.

At this point, we have a call for the question. W have

a second. W have a challenge of such, with regard to the debate.
Therefore, we will nove to a two-thirds vote to cease debate or to
continue. And so, therefore -- and how shall | phrase this? | wll
phrase it in this nmanner. That all of you in favor of continuing
this debate, please signify by saying "aye"

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH:  And the Chair would rule that
two-thirds have, in fact, given voice, and the question has been
called, and there is a second. Wthout opposition, the question
that is before us would be, if you vote in the affirmative, then the
| anguage, "or has pled guilty or has pled no defense" would be



stricken fromthis section. Wuld that be correct, M. Keen?

MR KEEN, JR: Yes, sir.

MR. HANNAH.  And all of those in favor, please
signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

DELEGATE: Standing vote, please

MR. HANNAH: St andi ng vote has been called for

The teller will be attentive, and all delegates will be in their
chairs.

Once again, so we know what we're voting on, if you vote
inthe affirmative, the |language will be stricken. And all of those
-- Dr. Gourd, you'll be in your chair, sir. Thank you. Al of
those in favor, please stand.

M5. LONG Thirty.

MR. HANNAH: Everyone in their seats. Al of
t hose opposed, pl ease stand.

M5. LONG Ei ghteen.

MR. HANNAH.  Thirty in favor to strike, eighteen
agai nst .

MR. STOPP: Oders of the day.

MR HANNAH:  One nonent, sir. The Chair will in
fact rule on orders of the day, after he declares the outcone of
this vote, M. Stopp. Thank you very nuch.

And those in favor of the strike were thirty, and those
opposed were eighteen. NMdtion carries. The |language is stricken
And the order of the day is that we will recess for ten ninutes and
return to these chanbers. Thank you

(recess taken)

MR. HANNAH.  Take your seats. W are back about
t he busi ness of the debate being open on Section 2.

Dr. Hook, you are recognized.

MR HOOK: M. Chairnman, Jonathan Hook. | would
propose two friendly amendnents for the purpose of consistency in
the | anguage to Section 2, Article VIII

The first would insert after, "or possession thereof,"
| anguage found in Section 7 of Article VII stating, "or a crine
under the laws of the Cherokee Nation that if conmtted in some
other jurisdiction would be a felony."

I would also respectfully request that in the sentence,
"profit or trust in any other tribe of Indians," be anended to read
"any other tribe or nation of Anerican |ndians."

MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, M. Keen?

MR KEEN, JR: | think I would agree to that.
| would like to see it up on the screen first.

MR. HANNAH. |Is that the scope of your
amendment, sir?

MR HOOK:  Yes.

MR HANNAH: M. Keen, take a nonent.



MR. KEEN, JR : | would accept this |anguage.

MR. HANNAH:  Any opposition froma conm ssion
nenber ?

Heari ng none, w thout opposition by the second, the
friendly amendnent will be accepted and the |anguage is entered, and
the floor is open for debate. And the good |ady from Tahl equah, do
you wi sh to be recogni zed?

M5. HAMMONS: Yes, sir, point of order. That's
in there now, or we are going to debate?

MR. HANNAH: It had been accepted as a friendly
anendnent and the floor is open for debate on the entirety of
Section 2. And the Chair would be corrected if that's not the case.

M5. HAMMONS: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

MR. HANNAH. He's | ooking for head nods. Are
you all with me? Very well.

M5. HAMMONS: Thank you, M. Chairnman. | napped
there for a second also. Dr. Hook's friendly amendnent is exactly
what | was standing up here for. And just in way support of that
particul ar |anguage, "or a crinme was involved in the Cherokee Nation
that was conmitted in sone other jurisdiction would be a fel ony,"
was happy to see that this del egation added that |ast night while
was absent.

In the judicial part, that gives, |I think, the proper
respect and honor to our courts, and | night say by way of short

antidote, | was involved in a case that was brought in District
Court of the Cherokee Nation, that involved shooting with intent,
shooting with intent to kill, which would clearly be a felony under

the I aws of another jurisdiction

It was prosecuted in the District Court of the Cherokee
Nation. bviously, it wasn't a felony there, but it was prosecuted
because the United States of America declined. So if it hadn't been
prosecuted within the proper court, it wouldn't have been prosecuted
anywhere. | would support of the passage of Section 2 as witten.

MR. HEMBREE: Move previous question on Section
2.

MR. HANNAH. Question has been nobved; is there a
second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  Hearing no opposition fromthe
floor, the language is before us for Section 2.

"Any citizen by blood of the Cherokee Nation at |east 25
years of age on that date of the election may be a candidate for the
Counci | .

No person who shall have been convicted of a felony
charge under the laws of the United States of Anerica or of any
state, territory or possession thereof, or a crine under the | aws of
the Cherokee Nation that is conmitted in sonme other jurisdiction
woul d be a felony, shall be eligible to hold any office or
appoi nt nent of honor, profit or trust within this Nation, unless
such person has received a pardon fromthe appropriate jurisdiction



Any person who holds any office of honor, profit or trust
in any other tribe or nation of Anerican Indians, either elective or
appoi ntive shall be eligible to hold sinultaneously any office of
honor, profit or trust of the Cherokee Nation unless approved by the
Counci | . "

Vote in the affirmative, this section, therefore, would
stand. And all of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH:  Mbtion passes, the | anguage is
accepted. And, M. Keen, you are recognized.

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. Mving
ahead to Section 3 of this article. This |anguage as conpared to
t he | anguage appearing in the 1975 Constitution is unchanged.

The | anguage is: "All elections shall be determ ned by
secret balloting." And | would nmove for the assenbly to approve
thi s | anguage.

MR. HANNAH: There is a notion on the floor; is
there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH.  And the fl oor is open for debate.

MR. HEMBREE: Move previ ous question.

MR. HANNAH. Question has been called for; is
there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH.  There has been, and hearing no
opposition, the question is before you of Section 3, included of the
| anguage: "All elections shall be determ ned by secret balloting."

Al'l of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye"

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

Moti on passes, |anguage stands.

M. Keen, you are recognized.

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. W
have a del egate here that has a proposition that | would yield to at
this tinme.

MR. HANNAH.  The good man fromthe Three Rivers
is recognized

MR. POTEETE: |'mgoing to nove that we anmend
Article Ill in Section 1 to add three little words. | think we'll
all be in agreenent on it. Section 1.

DELEGATE: Article II11?

MR. POTEETE: VYes, the citizenship article. And
| would nove that we amend that to insert after the word "enrollees
listed," insert the word, "as Cherokees by blood."

MR. HANNAH. Good del egate, the Chair will rule
you out of order at this tine, as we attenpt to finish the section
that we're on at this point.

MR. KEEN, JR : M. Chairman, point of



informati on. W have concluded the article that we were working on

MR. HANNAH.  And we will in fact need to go back
to that article, kind Manager, and to in fact accept all sections.
WIIl you yield the floor to that, sir?

MR. POTEETE: 1'Il yield the floor
MR. HANNAH.  WII| you hold yours, sir?
MR. POTEETE: |'Ill hold.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you very much. Therefore,
M. Keen, you are recognized.

MR. KEEN, JR : M apol ogi es.

MR. HANNAH. That's quite all right, sir.

MR KEEN, JR: W have, therefore, so far
approved Section 1, 2, and 3 of Article VIII, the election article,
and that would be appropriate for this body to approve of this
article in toto, and | so nove.

MR. HANNAH: There's a nmotion on the floor to
approve Article VIII, Sections 1, 2 and 3, as previously reviewed.
Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  There is, and hearing no
opposition, all those in favor, please signify by saying "aye.

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

And notion passes, and the article is approved.

MR KEEN, JR: | would nowyield to M.

Pot eet e.

MR. HANNAH:  Kind gentlenen from Three Rivers is
recogni zed

MR. POTEETE: Okay. | nove then --
reconsi deration.

MR. HANNAH:  Mbtion to reconsider

DELEGATE: Second

MR POTEETE: Article Ill, Section 1, so that we
can insert is the | anguage shown.
MR. HANNAH:  Thank you. Very well. Rem nding

the body that a two-thirds vote will be required to reconsider

MR POTEETE: |s this debatable, M. Chairman?

MR HANNAH. It will be as soon as we get it
open. And there is a notion to reconsider the particular section
Article Ill, Section 1. |Is there a second?

MR HEMBREE: Second.

MR. HANNAH.  There's a second, and floor is open
for debate

MR. POTEETE: | would urge you all to pull this
up. Let's reconsider this. This is very inmportant |anguage. It's
probably not controversial that we should do this at this tinme, and
| point to the scribner, we do not need the word at the end.

DELEGATE: Call the question

MR. HANNAH. Ckay. The question has been called
for the consideration of reopening this section. And seeing no



opposition, all those in favor, signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH. Those that are opposed say "no."

DELEGATE: No

MR. HANNAH.  And the section is reopened.

MR HOOK: Point of clarification.

MR HANNAH:  Point of clarification, Dr. Hook.

MR HOOK: | believe it was presented w thout
the "and," the | anguage up there should not include "and."

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very much, Dr. Hook. And
the kind gentlenman from Three Rivers is recognized.

MR. POTEETE: | would just say that this
| anguage is necessary in order that we not open up the menbership in
the Tribe to those rolls of people taken by the Dawes Conmission in
their wi sdomwho were not citizens of the Tribe, that they knew
married citizens would be one of the rolls. Those people remarried
have a number of descendants, and our resources are spread thin
enough as it is.

MR. HANNAH.  The gentleman's notion then, if the
Chair understands, is to include the | anguage "as Cherokee by
blood." |Is there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH. There is. The floor is open for
debat e.
MASTERS: Call the question
HANNAH: Question's been called. |Is there a
second?
JOHN KEEN:  Poi nt of information.
HANNAH:  Point of information, M. Keen
. JOHN KEEN:  You know, M. Poteete, this is
the way that it's always been

MR. POTEETE: No, actually, this is the way that
our nenbership is interpreted now, but it's not constitutional. It
relies on statutes, which could be overturned or tinkered with by
our federal courts.

If we put this in our constitution, which says, we are

entitled by the clerical redwood case (sp), | think is the one to
det erm ne our own menbership and this nakes it plain.
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MR. JOHN KEEN. W woul d be solidifying --
MR. POTEETE: Solidifying what we have.
MR ROBINSON:  Point of information.
MR. HANNAH:  Point of information, good doctor
MR. ROBI NSON: Del egate Ri cky Robi nson
Tahl equah. | amin favor of this in spirit, but | also want to
poi nt out for discussion that the Dawes Roll is -- and | al so agree

that intermarried citizens and their citizens that are not Cherokee
bl ood should not be included. Freednan should not be included, and
you shoul d have Cherokee bl ood.

But in the Dawes Rolls, | need to point out, it says,
"Cher okee by bl ood, ninor Cherokee by bl ood, Del aware- Cherokee by



bl ood," and then the Shawnees are included in the Cherokee by bl ood
under census. So if we do this, will we be excluding the mnors?
I'"mjust bringing that out.

MR. POTEETE: | don't think anybody could
fabricate that.

MR. ROBINSON: | think sonebody could. It would
nake sense but --

MR HANNAH:  Just a noment here, folks. Chanber
will be in order, and the Chair will not entertain uncontrolled
debat e here.

MR. ROBINSON: Forgive ne, sir.

MR. HANNAH. Ricky -- the good del egate can wash
the Chairnman's truck, and he'll accept that as an apology. It's
right out front.

MR. ROBINSON: |'mgood at it.

MR. HANNAH.  And that's why the Chair woul d
rai se that.

The floor is still open for debate.

MR HEMBREE: On order

MR HANNAH: M. Henbree.

MR HEMBREE: There was a notion to call the
guesti on, which was seconded, and interrupted by a couple of points
of information.

MR HANNAH:  And the Chair did not hear the
second, M. Henbree, and thus has allowed the debate to continue.
Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  And the Chair heard the second.
And hearing no other opposition, we vote on the inclusion of the
words, "as Cherokee by blood." Al of those in favor, signify by
sayi ng "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

Motion carries, the |language is included.

Procedurally, |adies and gentlenen -- just a nonent,
fol ks, draw cl ose here. W still have the section open. W have
now i ncl uded additional |anguage. |s there a notion to approve

Section 1 in its entirety?

DELEGATE: So noved

MR HANNAH: So noved. |Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  Hearing no opposition, all of those
in favor to --

MR. JOHN KEEN. Object. | have a notion for
Article IIl, Section 1

MR. HANNAH:  Very well, you are recogni zed, M.
Keen. What say you, sir?

MR. JOHN KEEN. John Keen, delegate. |'msorry
to do this to the body. You know | don't want to prolong things.
But | have been asked by the Chairnman, | believe is the title of the



Shawnee- Cher okees, to introduce a notion on their behalf, and |I fee
duty-bound to do so.

What the proposed | anguage is, is to say that:

"Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to
prohi bit the right of the Cherokee-Shawnee or Del aware from pursuing
their inherent right to govern thenselves, politically,
economi cally, and culturally.

That the Cherokee Nation recogni zes the basic preni se
retained by all distinct tribal people and groups affiliated with
t he Cherokee Nation or not of their rights retained fromtine in
menorial to remain a separate and distinct tribe.

That this Constitution will not prohibit the
Cher okee- Shawnee or Del awar e- Cher okee from pursuing econonic
devel opnent to oversee the general welfare of the Shawnee peopl e and
to protect and preserve their cultural identity and | anguage."

MR. HANNAH.  You heard the | anguage, is there a
second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There is a second. Kind sir,
approach the scribe and have the | anguage entered.

MR. JOHN KEEN. May | continue, M. Chairnman, by
way of expl anation?

MR. HANNAH. As it's being entered. Thank you
M. Keen, continue.

MR JOHN KEEN: \What | believe, the intention of
this nmotion is to pave the way for the Shawnee and Del aware in their
efforts to be federally recognized. | amnot well versed in this
subject and invite debate or comments from scholars on the subject.

| do have information here about the roll of Shawnee, not
necessarily about the Delaware. But one thing that | am concerned
about is -- and | would hope some of the body would be able to help
me clarify this. | amconcerned that we have Shawnee and Del aware
peopl e as nenbers of our tribe, but as we have witten this
Constitution, we have excluded them from hol di ng of fi ce.

They are nenbers by agreement. And as | understand, they
are not eligible to hold office, and they are a politically and
culturally distinct people seeking federal recognition

The reason | did agree to introduce this is, | believe in
sone formor another, we are basically oppressing a people that
could be exercising their inherent rights, and we need to pave the
way for those people to becone recogni zed, as the Cherokee Nation
and other tribes are, which should not hold them back in any way,
shape or formfromgetting federal recognition and exercising their
i nherent rights.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Keen. Floor is
open for debate. M. Henbree, you are recognized.

MR. HEMBREE: | npve previous question.
MR. HANNAH. Question is before us.
M5. MASTERS: Challenged. | want to see this

| anguage.



MR. HANNAH. Kind lady fromCalifornia is
recogni zed.
M5. MASTERS: Yes. | want to see this |anguage.
MR. HANNAH:  Yes, mm'am
M. Keen, is that the scope of your anendnent, sir?
MR JOHN KEEN: | have faith in the scribe as
witten.
MR. HANNAH  Very wel | .
MR. JOHN KEEN. As long as she inserts
"Del aware," | believe that's --
Point of order. Is calling the question debatabl e?
MR KEEN, JR: Point of order, sir.
MR. HANNAH: M. Keen.
MR. KEEN, JR: | don't recall hearing a second
to that.

MR HANNAH: And that's correct, sir. A second
has not been heard by the Chair. The floor is open for debate, and
the kind lady from California has been recogni zed.

MS. MASTERS: | would nove to divide this
qguestion after the word "culturally" in the fifth sentence.

MR. HANNAH.  One nonent. The Chair will guide
t he proceedings, not the del egates.

M5. MASTERS: Strike "and," just before
culturally, and insert "and" after culturally, and then drop down to
"oversee the general welfare of the Shawnee and Del aware peopl e and
to protect and preserve their culture identity and | anguage."

MR. HANNAH.  Wbul d t he good del egat e nake that
as a friendly anendnment to the change of |anguage, and, M. Keen,
woul d you accept that?

MR JOHN KEEN: It should be Shawnee- Cher okee,
not Cher okee- Shawnee.

MR. GOURD: (i naudi bl e)

MR. JOHN KEEN. M. CGourd, this is my anendnent.

MR. HANNAH.  Now, fol ks, just a mnute here.
Ckay. Just one nmonment. The Chair is very proud of all of you.
You're doing a wonderful job. And the closeness of the chanbers
allows us all to be able to converse with one another in a much nore
i nterpersonal way than we have on previ ous occasions, and we're
going to keep this thing under control in here just a little bit.

M. Keen, the Chair will clarify that the good | ady has
al ready nade her intentions clear to ask for a division of the
guestion. She has also asked for an arrangenment of the |anguage.

And the Chair would ask the good lady fromCalifornia, is
it in your intent to offer the arrangenent of the |anguage as a
friendly anendnent to M. Keen; would that be correct, ma'an?

M5. MASTERS: Yes.

MR. HANNAH.  Ckay, M. Keen, what say you?

MR JOHN KEEN: | would --

MR HANNAH:  Yes sir.

One nonent. One nmonent. | want to hear fromthis



gentl eman. He was about to speak. Wat say you, M. Keen?

MR. JOHN KEEN. | would accept this as a
friendly anmendnent.

MR. HANNAH.  The | anguage just as it was
proposed, and it is on the screen. Just a nmonent. Just a nonent.
Just a nmonent. M good friend fromlowa -- you're doing fine, John,
settle down. Just a nonent.

MR. JOHN KEEN. Can | get ny original |anguage
fromthe scribe?

MR. HANNAH. Step on up here. W're going to do
this where we all know what we're doing.

MR HOOK: M. Chairnman.

MR. HANNAH.  Dr. Hook, thank you.

MR, HOOK: Just a point of privilege. Could we
have a font enlarged a little bit? I'msorry, ny eyes are not that
good.

MR. HANNAH.  We will very carefully explore that
in just a nonment.

MR HOOK: That's fine.

MR. HANNAH.  You all want to try another one?
We can try -- what say the delegates? This size or smaller?

DELEGATE: Anot her si ze.

MR. HANNAH. W& will operate fromhere. M.
Keen.

MR JOHN KEEN. | will accept.

MR. HANNAH.  Ckay. Now we have a friendly
anendnent, and the | anguage has been accepted, and the good | ady has
a notion to divide. |Is there a second?

MR STOPP: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH:  Point of information, M. Stopp.

MR STOPP: Can we have a historical
under st andi ng of the Del awar e- Shawnee i ssue, either from historian
and |l earned, Dr. Gourd or M. Poteete?

MR. JOHN KEEN. | have an expl anation here
provi ded by the author.

MR HANNAH:  We would hear fromthe author if it
adheres to history.

MR. JOHN KEEN. John Keen, Delegate. Not to
guestion the credentials involved, but | would tend to think that
they would be in way of debate rather than explanation, so | would
have objected to that.

The roll of Shawnees are the descendants of the nain body
of the once popul ar Shawnee Tribe, which is now split into three
separate bands. The Shawnee were noved from Chio in 1831 to Kansas.
The band now known as Absent ee Shawnee noved down to New Mexico and
settled on Potawatom |ands near the present city of Shawnee,

Ol ahona.

The eastern Shawnee migrated to Cape G rardeau, M ssouri
area, where they still live on the border of Oklahonma/M ssouri. |'m
going to try to -- if you'll give ne a nonent, |'Il get to the nost



rel evant parts.

Gradual |y, the Shawnee began to reestablish other
responsibilities of governnent. The Department of Interior assisted
t he Shawnee to form a business council with a chairman and officers
in order to distribute judgnent payments.

The Interior Departnent provided a signed docunent, which
gave the Loyal Shawnees the right to oversee businesses of the
Tribe. Tribal nmenbers under the | eadership of Chairman Don
Greenfeather felt that they should build a tribal building in Wite
OGak. Two small businesses were established. Wen the big cabins
were closed -- I'msorry. |'mnot staying very clean here. |'m
going to have to take a nmonent to --

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen

MR JOHN KEEN: | would like to introduce a
notion to table.

MR LITTLEJOHN: Second.

MR. HANNAH:  You cannot, sir. You would be out

of order. |s there another delegate that would rise?
Littlejohn, you're recognized.
MR LITTLEJOHN: | nove to table the --
MR. HANNAH: There's a notion to table --
MR HEMBREE: You w thdraw that, and entertain
my notion --
MR, LITTLEJOHAN: | would anend ny notion to

post pone indefinitely.

HEMBREE: Second.

. HANNAH.  One nonent, fol ks. One nonent.
Procedurally, we have a notion on the floor to divide. Wat would
say you, kind |ady?
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M5. MASTERS: | don't w thdraw

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. The notion stands.
There has in fact been a point of information to clarify exactly who
t hese Shawnees and Del awares would be. M. Keen has attenpted to
give us a historical prospective of two small bands of Native
Anericans that were brought to us by the United States governnent in
the 1860s, and ask, because of lack of harnony in their existing
hone lands, if we as a Cherokee Nation would accept those two
particul ar bands anbng our people and give themcitizenship status
anong our peopl e.

And by treaty, we did so in 1867, the Chair believes, and
t hose individuals have in fact resided anbng the Cherokees since
that day within the historic boundaries of the Cherokee Nation. And
the Chair says that just by way of clarification

And during this process, M. Keen has becone concerned
that he was unable to give us an accurate historic accounting of
those two groups of Native Anericans com ng anbng our Cherokees.

And now we have a fusillade of notions that are being
made. W are going to deal with the good lady's notion first to
divide. |Is there a second to divide?

DELEGATE: Second



MR HANNAH:  And there's a second to divide, and
the floor would be open to vote. All of those in favor of dividing
this question, signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH:  And the noes have it, and the
qguestion is not divided. Wat would be the pleasure of the
del egati on?

HEMBREE: | nove previous question.

HANNAH: And the previous question --

LI TTLEJOHN:  Obj ection

HANNAH: (bj ection has been raised, and the
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floor is open for de .
HEMBREE: No, sir, you would call for a
second.
HANNAH: Beg your pardon?

HEMBREE: On order.

HANNAH:  Thank you. There you go.

. HEMBREE: On order. M. Chairnan, the
previ ous question has been raised. The Chair would entertain if
there is a second.
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MR HANNAH: And there's a second, M. Henbree.
Thank you, sir.

MR. JOHN KEEN. Chal | enge has been nmde.

MR. HANNAH:  Chal | enge has been nade. Now,
fol ks, just a nonent, here. Now, let's be very careful here, folks,
or we're going to get ourselves back into another one of these
procedural canutchee balls that M. Henbree raised for us here just
a few days ago

MR DOWNI NG  Point of information.

MR HANNAH:  Point of information.

MR. DOMNING Carl Downing. |If the treaties
specify that these two center groups have citizenship within the
Cherokee Nation, then it seens to ne that we would not be follow ng
the treaty if we did anything less than that. There is a long
precedent for not followi ng Indian treaties.

MR JOHN KEEN: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH.  You are recogni zed, M. Keen

MR. JOHN KEEN. | would just like to clarify,
and | hope between you and | and the body, that | proposed an
anendnent to this Article IIl, Section 1, for the purpose of having
it debated fairly. And now we have cone -- |I'mnot sure what -- the

string of notions, we have cone to an i nmedi ate vote.
MR HANNAH:  Now, M. Keen, the Chair will
rem nd you that there was in fact a notion to call the question, and
it was seconded, and out of that, there was a chall enge, and we will
be -- if that challenge stands, we will in a noment take a vote of
whet her to end debate or not.
And so what will happen is if the Chair can finish taking



points of information and naking sure that we're all on the sane
score card, then the Chair will be asking the delegates if you in
fact wish to continue debate or not.
And hearing no opposition, all of those in favor of
continui ng debate, please signify by saying "aye".
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."
THE DELEGATES: No
MR. HANNAH.  And it requires two-thirds to end
debate, and so, therefore, the debate continues. And the good | ady
fromCalifornia is recognized
M5. MASTERS: | rise in support of this
anendnent, as | suggested it be divided, because | feel that the
first half of this amendnent actually does deal with the situation
as it exists.
And the reason that | rise in support of this is because
t he Shawnee and the Del aware both do have officers; they do have
their own Chief, and they do have their own entity in managenent of
t heir band, even though they do have a relationship with our tribe,
and those rel ationships are well established.
However, at present time, through their own
organi zations, and through their own identity, and their own treaty
rights, which they are recalling nowto the federal governnent, they
are seeking autononmy within the State of Okl ahonma fromthe Cherokee,
and they're noving in that way and have been for the last fifteen
years or so
| believe that the first half of this anendnent just
clearly says that we would do nothing to stand in their way and that
we do support themand their own tribal band organi zati ons, and that
we support their right to protect and to preserve their cultura
identity and | anguage and pursue their inherent right. And | just
really don't know how we can deny anyone that.
MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, na'am M. Hoskin, you
are recogni zed
MR. HOSKIN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairnan,
Charl es Hoskin, Junior, fromVinita. M. Chairman, | rise on point
of information.
MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.
MR. HOSKIN. Forgive ne if | try the Chair's
pati ence, because | know this has been brought up before.
MR. HANNAH:  You are not trying the Chair's

pati ence, kind sir, not at all. Please continue.
MR HOSKIN. Wuld it be appropriate -- and
wasn't clear awhile ago -- now you can entertain a notion to table

indefinitely? The reason is because there's nuch about this
amendrment that deserves debate and deserves consideration, but there
needs to be nmuch nore detail ed di scussion, not only on the floor but
per haps between individuals at a recess or later in the day. |
woul d put forth a notion to table indefinitely.

MR HANNAH: That would be in order. And



there's a notion to table.

MR JOHN KEEN: Point of information.

MR HANNAH:.  Point of information, M. Keen

MR. JOHN KEEN. Carify "indefinitely." I
believe that --

MR. HANNAH. |I'mso sorry. Once again, restate
your nmotion to the Chair and say exactly what it is you' re noving.
You're noving to table, period, or noving to table --

MR. HOSKIN. Mbving to table.

MR. HANNAH.  Moving to table. That's what the
Chair thought that he heard. W have a nmotion to table. |Is there a
second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  There is a second. Hearing no
opposition, all of those in favor, signify by the saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

And the itemis laid upon the table. And M. Keen, the
internediate -- Sergeant at Arms will haul the Vice-Chairnman into
t he chanmbers, if need be.

Ms. Stroud, you are recogni zed.

MS. STROUD: Point of information.

MR, HANNAH:  Yes, mm'am

M5. STROUD: |Is this now a good tine to -- are
we finished with this now?

MR HANNAH: Yes, ma'am it is on the table.

M5. STROUD: And | can --

MR. HANNAH.  And you can approach the
m cr ophone, and what would you care to do?

MS. STROUD: | would notion to reconsider
Article V, Section 12. | withdrewit fromthe table yesterday.
want to create a new section, please. | guess. | don't know So

hel p ne.

MR HANNAH:  The Chair woul d assi st.

M5. STROUD: Thank you.

MR. HANNAH:  The good | ady noves to reconsider
Article V, Section 12.

M5. STROUD: Moving in addition to Section 12.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. |s there a second?

MR HOOK: Second.

MR. HANNAH.  And the young lady will share with
us her rationale for wishing to reopen the section

M5. STROUD: There's been nuch tal k about inport
and export, and | think that the Cherokee people need to have a plan
to establish an anbassador position and to have it clarified on the
length of term how they are to be representing us and what | aws
that they will be follow ng, and how they can be held accountable to
reporting back to the people. That's what | would want to present.

MR HANNAH: So, therefore, there is a nmotion to
reconsider this article and section. You have heard the intent.



There has been a second. All of those in favor of revisiting,
pl ease signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH.  And the notion does not carry. M.
Keen, you are recogni zed

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. W are
to the point of beginning a new article, which would be the fisca
article. And if I mght suggest to the Chair --

MR. HANNAH: The Chair is mindful of the tinme.
As a matter of fact, ladies and gentlenen -- let's be in order here
in the chanber. Dr. Gourd has kindly made arrangenments for us to
take lunch at the Cherokee Nation Restaurant, which is just to the
east of this facility, beginning at 11:45.

The Chair believes with it being twenty-two ninutes of
the hour of twelve, that it would be appropriate for us to call in
the order of day and for us to recess for lunch, so that we could in
fact make it to that facility in tine to perhaps avoid the rush. So
t herefore, hearing no opposition --

MR GOURD: The Chair reaches another mil estone.

MR. HANNAH.  Yes, the Chair reaches yet another
m | estone. Very pleased to once again nark our success, that we
wWill stand in recess until one p.m

(recess taken)

MR HANNAH: Let's settle down here a little
bit, folks, and we will reconvene fromthe lunch recess. A few
announcenents before we return to the business of the day.

Those of you who have been comuting here to this
particul ar | ocation, we know at the very begi nning of our
convention, there was specul ation that obviously this would focus on
a few days, and we are now seven days into our deliberations with
one anot her, and we know that nmany of you have driven from a nunber
of areas.

So if you are in fact |eaving your home and driving here
to the convention and returning to your hone, the Comm ssion woul d
aut hori ze the paynent of your mles. Now, we need to do sonething
just by way of pure administration for this. W would need your
nane; we woul d need your address; we would need the round trip
mles.

So if | were to be leaving fromny honme in Mseley's
Prairie in northern Adair County and driving here to Tahl equah and
returni ng, what would be that total nunber of miles. Now, that's
the only three pieces of information that we need. Your name, your
address --

DELEGATE: Soci al Security.

MR HANNAH:  Ch, well, and the Chair will seek
directions. Total round trip mles and your Social Security number.

VWhat will happen is, we'll sinply circulate a list. W wll do
that, and Ms. Long, you'll assist us with that?



M5. LONG  Yes.
MR. KEEN, JR: Is that nileage for each day or

MR. HANNAH. The Chair will go on to explain
that if we have your nane, your address, your Social Security
nunber, and your round trip mles for one day, that the accounting
office will calculate all seven days for you. So for those of you
that woul d be doi ng sone heavy goes-into deci phering out there, you
need not worry about it.

So that round trip, and let's say that it were,
obviously, ten mles fromhere to Mdseley's Prairie, which it's not,
but if it were a ten-mle round trip, then seven tinmes ten, being
t he good banker that | am seventy niles would be clained, and that
woul d be paid against the rate of mleage as established by the
Internal Revenue Service as designated in this fiscal year and
begi nning in January 1, which would be thirty-one --
thirty-two-and-a-half cents.

Now, at that calculation, checks will be prepared. They
are drawn on a local financial institution, hopefully, thank you
And you woul d be able to go to those institutions and have them
converted to cash

Yes, mm'am

M5. MASTERS: Point of information. |If you just
drive in one tine and then you stay, is that still the sane
procedure?

MR. HANNAH: If you just drive in one time and
you stay? | believe the intent was for those who are conmuting on a
daily basis, but would stand corrected.

DELEGATE: For nme just to drive down fromVinita
for this convention, then when it's over then drive back, is what |
understood, isn't it?

MR. HANNAH.  Ckay.

MR. ROBINSON: Could I give you sone
i nformation?

MR. HANNAH.  Ri cky, could you hel p us here?

MR ROBINSON: That's not what was intended.
think for those who just drove here one tinme and then drive back
the intention is to turn that in at the end of the convention. But
t hese individuals who have to drive every day like fromStilwell,
especially if you're on a fixed incone, you're going to cause sone
gas noney, and that's what we're trying to work out.

MR. HANNAH.  So today what we're | ooking for
woul d be those individuals that have been naking a daily comute to
the convention, and that we would deal with nil eage of other
del egates and the proverbial one-tine drive, we would do that at a
|ater date; is that correct, M. Keen?

MR KEEN, JR: Yes, sir.

MR. HANNAH.  Any clarification needed, folks?

Yes, M. Scott.

MR SCOIT: | ama one-tine driver from Tul sa,



and every day |I'ma commuter from Proctor over here and back

MR. HANNAH.  You' ve been commuting daily, then
SCOTT: From Proctor, not from hone.
HANNAH: Wl |, we would --
ROBI NSON: M. Chai rman.
HANNAH:  Yes, sir.
ROBINSON: | think on that what you could do
is you could turn that in fromthese days, but at the end of the
conference, you would turn in for the drive from Tulsa to here and
back here to Tulsa. This is just to give you all sone pocket change
to pay for the gas that you're using every day.

MR SCOIT: Fair.

MR. HANNAH.  Fair enough and it's fifteen mles
fromhere to Proctor.

DELEGATE: Fifteen-and-a-half to Proctor nall

MR. HANNAH.  Wel |, depends on if you're going
to the old railroad station or not, to sell ties.

kay. Are we all clear on what we're going to do with
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t hat ?

Now, the Chair would al so rem nd everyone here in the
room as well as the visitors, that we have secured the area
i medi ately adjacent to these chanbers, outside area, as for
del egates only. And the Chair would reni nd everyone that that area
i s designated for del egates only.

So as we have breaks and things of that nature, we know
that it's often tinmes an exhausting process for us to go through our
del i beration and our debate, and we shoul d have an area where we can
recess and where we can be assured that we're not approached by
t hose outside of our delegation to pose us with a nunber of
guestions or items of concern

So the Chair would ask that everyone would respectfully
keep that area reserved for the del egates, as is designated.

W nmade it to a neal; we've returned; we've had
announcenents, and M. Keen you're recognized.

MR JOHN KEEN: | make a notion that we untable
the amendnent that | placed on the table before we recessed.
MR. HANNAH.  Ch, just one noment. | am so

sorry, M. Keen, and | apologize, and if you would be seat ed.
Sonetimes the Chair just flies off here and doesn't | ook all the way
about the room
MR. ROBINSON: Well, even Miseley's Prairie --
MR HANNAH: That woul d answer for us, woul dn't
it, sir? Mseley's with a possessive "S" the Chair would renind you
si gn.
You are recogni zed, good doctor.
MR. ROBI NSON: Del egate Ricky Robinson. W have
a young lady here that has really | think given us great service.
She is here for several reasons, but she is not receiving any
paynent what soever.
We have finally worked out a way that -- she stayed with



me one night, and | guess ny wife and | didn't treat her good
enough, so she went to a notel

But anyway, | think if we did not have her here, we would
probably be a half day or nore behind what we are. So | am asking
Ti na Roensberg to cone here. The generosity of the Commi ssion -- |
went around and begged for nmoney and was offered nmoney, and | think
I hit nost everybody. And it went way beyond ny expectations.
was only trying to get enough to go to the Cherokee Casino, but |
had enough to go to Las Vegas.

Then | decided, well, | won't do that because | am hoping
she'll put me up in Berlin when | cone to Germany -- when | cone to
Germany and Czechosl ovaki a and Pol and. But she's going to try to
live in the United States.

But, anyway, we were able to get three real nice gifts

for her. This first one, I'mgoing to hand to her and she can | ook
at it. And it is a Cherokee seal watch, |adies version. And
actually put it on the right time. | put it on Cklahona tine. |

shoul d have made it Deutschl and.

Anyway, a lot of young | adies wear baseball caps. W
wi fe has never worn one in her life. But we got her a baseball cap
with the seal on it, too. And because of the generosity of the
Conmi ssion, we were able to get her a jacket. | picked this one
because it is medium and | think it will fit her better, but she
just looked nore |like a deni mperson than a | eat her person, too.

We can go to work now.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, Ricky. The scribe wll

state your nane for the record.

M5. Roensberg: Tina Roensberg. | just want to
thank you all for having nme. It's been a whole Iot better than
ever expected. | don't know what el se to say.

MR. HANNAH. Great pride.

M5. Roensberg: | do wish that | was going to be

on the record, also.

(German di al ogue)

MR HANNAH: Scribe will take her chair. And
the delegates will go to absolutely no end of gifts to keep you
here, young lady. The Chair will renmind the delegation that it's
the pleasure of this group to continue this process much | onger,

t hat anot her round of donations will be asked for to keep this kind
lady with us.

We are about the business of the day, and, M. Keen, you
are once again recogni zed.

MR JOHN KEEN: | make a notion to take fromthe
table the anendnent to Article IIl, Section 1, that | placed on the
tabl e before |unch.

MR HANNAH: Mdtion to untable Article I11,
Section 1. |s there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  And hearing no opposition, al
those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."



THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And all those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR HANNAH:  And it is off the table. M.
Hoski n, you are recogni zed.

MR HOSKIN, JR : Charles Hoskin, Junior, from
Vinita. | rise to offer a friendly anendnment to M. Keen. | wll
give that first to the scribe, and then | will read it

MR. HANNAH.  Very wel |, thank you, sir.

MR. HOSKIN. Friendly amendnent reads as
follows: "The Cherokee Nation recogni zes the basic prem se retained
by all distinct people of the groups affiliated with the Cherokee
Nation or not of their rights retained fromtine in nenorial to
remai n separate and distinct people.”

Shoul d be, "remain a separate and di stinct people," |
bel i eve.

"Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to
prohi bit the right of the Cherokee-Shawnee or the Del aware from
pursuing their inherent right to govern thensel ves, provided that it
does not dimnish the historical boundary or jurisdiction of the
Cherokee Nation or conflict with Cherokee Nation |aw "

| offer that as a friendly anmendnent.

MR. HANNAH  \What say you, M. Keen?

MR. JOHN KEEN:. | woul d accept.

MR. HANNAH  Very well, let the | anguage be
entered, and the floor is open for debate.

M. Cornsilk, you're recognized.

MR. CORNSILK: M. Chairnan, | would Iike you to
take note that | took the chair right next to the m crophone.

MR. HANNAH:  The Chair would rem nd the good
del egate that he is not surprised.

MR. CORNSI LK:  Thank you. Delegate Cornsilk. |
woul d offer a friendly anendnment to try to sinplify sone of the
| anguage that M. Keen has been anendabl e to.

I would offer that, "The Cherokee Nation recogni zes the
basic right retained by all distinct people and groups affiliated
wi th the Cherokee Nation," period.

MR. HANNAH:  \Wat say you, M. Keen? There's a
friendly amendnent that you'll need to be mndful of, sir.

MR JOHN KEEN: Yes, sir.

MR. HANNAH. M. Cornsilk, would you assist the
ki nd del egate once agai n?

MR. JOHN KEEN:. | woul d accept.

MR. HANNAH:  Friendly anmendment has been
presented and has been accepted, and w t hout opposition fromthe
second is added.

MR CORNSILK: M. Chairnman, |I'mnot finished
yet, if you don't mnd

MR. HANNAH.  Ckay.

MR CORNSILK: | also would like to offer a



friendly amendnent in the sentence that is third fromthe bottom
where they have, "prohibit the right of the Cherokee-Shawnee or
Del aware."” | would change "Del aware" to "Del awar e- Cher okee. "

Striking the first sentence all the way to the comma
after, "or not," and replacing it with: "The Cherokee Nation
recogni zes the basic rights retained by all distinct people and
groups affiliated with the Cherokee Nation," period. And then
striking after that the rest of that sentence.

John, did you understand that to be --

MR JOHN KEEN: | didn't understand that to be

MR. CORNSILK: Okay. W're going to have to
figure out how to word that back in there then because if you want,
“retain fromtine in nmenorial."

Then after "Cherokee Nation," comm, "retain fromtinme
and nenmorial to remain separate and distinct people.”

And then ny second friendly anendnent is to add the word,
"dash, Cherokee after Delaware." Not slash but dash -- Ms. Dash
Thank you very nuch.

MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, M. Keen?

MR. JOHN KEEN: | woul d accept.

MR. HANNAH:.  Friendly anmendment has been
accepted and the | anguage is added. The floor is open for debate.

MR GOURD: M. Chairnan.

MR. HANNAH. M. Gourd, you are recogni zed.

MR GOURD: |Is the right word the notion to
split the question?

MR. HANNAH.  Beg your pardon?

MR. GOURD: Motion to split -- divide.

MR. HANNAH:  You nove to divide, sir, and where
woul d you do so?

MR GOURD: | would recommend that, "the

Cher okee Nation recogni zes the basic rights of indigenous peoples,"”

and | thought about just after the word "groups," and nake that a

period. But it's "the basic rights of indigenous peoples,"” period.
And there is about a four-year explanation on that, as

I've been involved with the State Departnent on the rights of

i ndi genous peopl es --

MR JOHN KEEN: Point of order.

MR. HANNAH: One nonent, sir. Point of order,
M. Keen.

MR JOHN KEEN: \What does Dr. Gourd base this
on? A notion to divide or --

MR. HANNAH.  We're going to help Dr. Gourd here
in just a nonent. He's asked for a notion to divide, and the Chair
is attenpting to ascertain what it is that he's going to ask to
divide. W're going to be kind enough to |let himshow us what that
is. | just want to nmake sure that you're getting ready to either
di vide this paragraph or you're going to strike and --

MR GOURD: Leave it as it was and divide it at



the word "all distinct people and groups,” period. Split it right
t here.

MR. HANNAH: There's a notion to divide. |Is
there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  And all of those in favor, signify
by saying "aye

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR HANNAH:  And it is not divided, and the
floor is open for debate.

MR GOURD: Is it a debate on the whol e question
now?

MR. HANNAH. Debate on the whol e question

MR. GOURD: The whol e thing, okay. Here we go.

First of all, this | anguage woul d unnecessarily
overburden the Constitution because unless |I totally msread it,
there is nothing in there now which would tend to keep that from--
| mean, what have we done either in this Constitution or the actions
of the Cherokee Nation that this would be a necessary function?

Second of all, as it now stands, they are included as
citizens with rights and privileges, which gives thempolitical and
| egal status as Indians. So their separation nmust be affirmative
and individual at this point in tinme because they merge through
treaty and an act of the United States congress.

If in fact, and | think we are nmoving toward a
presidential or his designee and, therefore, Bureau of Indian
Affair's approval of this Constitution, over which we have now
| abored for going on seven days, and this |language is inserted, it
wi Il probably require an act of congress to get approval because we
woul d be attenpting to undo not only a treaty, but an act of the
United States congress.

Fourthly, there are sonme very | engthy, long-term
definitions of people and peoples when we start inserting those not
specifically in reference to ourselves as a people. W spent one
time at State Departnment three days arguing the relative nerits of
peopl e or peoples with an "S" in international law. And | assure
you, this is very dangerous | anguage.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, Dr. Gourd

MR HOOK: Point of clarification.

MR HANNAH:  Point of clarification, Dr. Hook.

MR. HOOK: Are you proposing this |anguage be
of fered --

MR. GOURD: |'m proposing this |language -- |I'm
standing in conplete opposition to everything that's there, which
shoul d not be in our Constitution.

MR. HANNAH: Starr-Scott is recognized

MS. STARR-SCOTT: M. Chair, | rise in favor of
this. | totally disagree with everything that M. Gourd said.



have worked on this for a nunber of years, been involved with it
directly since 1983 when | was on the Tribal Council.

| amfully aware, as nost of us are, of the Delaware and
the Shawnee's desire to separate. What we're giving themwth this
| anguage is nothing that they don't already have. They can already
do this. But what we're sinply doing with this, by the Cherokee
peopl e voting on this, we're saying we do not want to give up our
jurisdictional boundaries.

Now, whether we like it or not, the Delawares are getting
close to separating. It's not a natter of when we are going to give
it tothem it's how much. So one thing we can do by this, we can
say we support you one hundred percent, but we're not giving up any
of our historical boundaries. And that's what this | anguage does,
is reaffirmthis.

MR. HANNAH. Dr. Masters, you are recogni zed
How do you rise on the issue?

M5. MASTERS: | rise in support of this as
stated. This does not tread on any treaty rights. It sinply states
that the people of the Cherokee Nation support another tribe in
retaining their identity, their distinction as a people. And
believe that there is nothing here to be construed in the fact that
we have nade this statement. | think it is recognition of the
peopl e's position on sonething that is inherently within the
di scussions that go on within this area every day.

MR. HANNAH.  How do you rise, M. Cornsilk?

MR CORNSILK: M. Chairman, | rise in favor of
this anendnent. | would Iike to address one point that | think M.
Gourd has brought up, and that is that his belief that this is a
del egation of rights fromthe Cherokee Nation to the Shawnee and
Del aware to pronmote their rights.

And what this actually is, is a recognition by the
Cher okee people of rights that already exist. The rights will be
defined by the courts. They'll be defined by proclamation of the
Presi dent and by acts of congress, not by the Cherokee people
putting into their Constitution that they sinply do what we wll ask
anyone to do for us, and that is recognize our basic rights.

MR HOSKIN, SR : Point of information.

MR HANNAH:  Point of information.

MR HOSKIN, SR : M. Chair, |I'msure where it
says Cher okee- Shawnee, the Shawnee Tribe that is connected with the
Cher okee of the Loyal Shawnee, the official |anguage shoul d read
Loyal Shawnee or should it be read the way as it is in our
Regi strati on Departnent, because it is the Loyal Shawnee, | believe.

MR. CORNSILK: M. Chairnan, if | mght address
t hat .

MR. HANNAH.  You may, M. Cornsilk.

MR. CORNSI LK: Del egate Cornsil k. Having worked
in the Cherokee Nation Registration for several years, it is the
conmon practice of the registration office, as directed by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs that the Shawnee shall be recogni zed as



Cher okee- Shawnees and the Del awares as Del awar e- Cher okee. \Wet her
or not they have their own nane will be up to themto define when
they inplenent their own constitution.

MR GOURD: Point of clarification.

MR HANNAH:  Point of clarification, Dr. Gourd.

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
sincerely hope that nobody in here further m sunderstands ny
position. As a people with a former separate identity, | believe
that if in their process, as is in their nmanners, can reestablish
that, they have ny full support. That's not the point.

The point is that this is the Constitution of the

Cherokee Nation. To insert |anguage which deals with, in any
manner, whether or not anot her people have retained rights, inherent
rights, fromtine in nmenorial or any other tinme or in any other
manner, is dangerous to the Cherokee Nation

So | just want to nake that clear. |If at any point in
time it can be established that they have sone retained powers --
and | have talked to these people; | have worked wi th them before.

I"'min full support of that.
But it should not be a part of the Constitution of the
Cherokee Nation because it inserts into this Constitution an
i mplication that could be used in another context that we would be
willing to negotiate our territorial integrity.
MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, you are recogni zed.
MR. STOPP: Gary Stopp from Cherokee County,
del egate. | rise in support of this language. | think the |ast
sentence, where it says, "provided that it does not dininish the
hi storical boundaries of the jurisdiction of the Cherokee Nation or
conflict of Cherokee laws," is very inmportant. | probably woul d not
support this w thout that wording in there.
But over the |ast year-and-a-half of working with the
Nation, | know that we have put through a |egislative act, | believe
-- and soneone correct me if I'"'mwong -- in 1996, which Counci
supported basically this type of |anguage in that |egislative act.
However, over the |last three years, there has been very
little to no noverment on that legislative act. | do not know if
this belongs in the Constitution, Dr. Gourd, but | do know that
accountability of that legislative act and the willingness to nove
forward with the Cherokee-Shawnee and t he Del awar e- Cher okee has to
be done somewhere. There has to be a stand sonmewhere.
| amnot in favor, and I'Il repeat, not in favor, of
giving up any historical boundaries or jurisdictions conflicting
with any | aws of the Cherokee Nation. However, if these individuals
want to separate, becone their own, then we should allow that, and
we should support that. And that neans fromthe highest office in
this Nation to the highest Council in office, as well. Thank you
MR. HANNAH. M. Hoskin, you are recognized.
MR. HOSKIN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairnman, Chuck
Hoskin, Jr. I'Ill rise briefly, because |'ve spoken before on this
issue. | believe this is well within our power to put this in the



Constitution. Wat we basically say as a people, we want to put the
government on notice that this right exists, that we acknow edge
this right.

But we do that in a qualifying way, and this is sonething
that M. Stopp recognizes, and that is in this |last sentence where
we essentially safeguard our historic boundaries. Not necessarily

hi storic boundaries, but we give -- we essentially give teeth to
this by saying "our jurisdiction.”
This is critical language. It is |language that really

ensures that the integrity of the Cherokee be preserved, in any
event, and | think we should support the event that these sovereign
peopl e can exercise their inherent right. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

MR. HANNAH.  Chapnan- Pl unb, you are recogni zed

M5. CHAPMAN-PLUMB: | certainly respect and
woul d defer in ignorance with regard to the specifics of the
struggl e that these peoples are having in their seeking to be
recogni zed

But | think, if I'mnot mstaken, that a constitution is
a docunent that establishes the rights that the people grant to the
government. |In other words, we're the Cherokee people, and we are
setting up by this docunent the right that we, the people, grant to
the governnment. And this has nothing to do with the rights that we
as Cherokee people would be granting to the government.

So | think while we nay see legislative in action, the
place to cure that is not a constitution. The place to cure that is
for the legislators to get together and do sonething about this
situation. | just don't think it belongs in the constitution.
agree with M. Gourd.

MR HANNAH: M. CornsilKk.

MR. CORNSILK: M. Chairnan, Del egate CornsilKk.

I'"lI'l be brief, as I've spoken already. | rise in dianetric

opposition to Ms. Plunb. And that is that what the Cherokee people
will be saying with this provision is that we del egate to our
government the power to recognize the rights of these people who are
now a part of our Tribe.

MR. HANNAH:  Kind |lady from Nowata is

identified.

M5. CRAWFORD: Del egate Crawford. As a nenber
of the Delaware Tribe, | appreciate what we're doing here. | don't
know the law, and | don't know the inpact. | would not want us to

put anything in here that woul d hinder or block anything, any of our
forgoi ng negoti ati ons.

| don't know what is right, and | appreciate the
sentinment. | feel | would probably vote against this, only because
| have been, too, on the fringes of all the negotiations, and would
wonder if sonme of the |anguage, whether we nean it or not, would not
affect the treaties of the past and the way that the federa
government and others would | ook at us.

It's very difficult to ne to even voice anything in
opposition to doing this. | just do not want to in any way hi nder



what our ancestors have already done. Even though | know there's a
| ot of deliberation on deciding what they have done, but, too, |
would Iike us to nove on with the inportant business of the Cherokee
Nation and would not like this issue to hold us up any | onger

MR. HANNAH.  Dr. Hook, you are recognized

MR HOOK: I'Il defer to Dr. Gourd. Still
gat heri ng t houghts.

MR. HANNAH. Dr. Gourd

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnman. M
addi ti onal concern after other conmments, there is in place as we
speak an act of congress which has instructed the Bureau of Indian
Affairs to begin the process to negotiate carving out part of the
jurisdictional territory of the Cherokee Nation and has instructed
t hat negoti ati ons begin.

So my concern is, even if we put -- provided that this
does not dinminish -- where we stand in reference to this act of
congress or the process that's been in place, already put in place
within the Bureau of Indian Affairs. This is dangerous. It has to

be handl ed outside the scope of this Constitution. Thank you

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, you are recogni zed.

MR. STOPP: Gary Stopp, from Cherokee County,
del egate. A couple of things. Going back to two itens. Dr. Gourd
has nmentioned, Chairman, that the congress is |ooking at potenti al
acts and |laws that could definitely change the way we | ook at our
jurisdictions with other Indian Nations within our own Nation

However, | think what this statenent does, it sets out a
firmstance fromthe Cherokee Nation in its Constitution saying that
we Wi ll not dimnish our historical boundaries, that we have nade
that part of our Constitution.

In addition, when you read the first sentence, it says,
"the basic rights retained by all distinct people and groups."

Maybe this does belong in the Constitution based on the basic rights
retained. |s that not what the Constitution is, our basic rights?
So | think I"'mnoving toward it being in the Constitution because of
those words. Thank you

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, M. Stopp

M. Hoskin, you are identified.

MR HOSKIN, SR: M. Chairman, nove to limt
debat e, one speaker each side, three mnutes each

MR HANNAH: There's a notion to linmt debate,
one speaker each side, yes and no for three minutes; is that
correct, sir?

MR. HOSKIN, SR : Yes.

MR HANNAH: Is there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR HANNAH:. There is a second. All of those in
favor, signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR HANNAH:  And we are at linted debate. And
how rise you, M. Hoskin?



MR HOSKIN, SR : | defer to Ms. Scott.

MR HANNAH:  You defer to Ms. Scott.

M5. SCOIT: Go ahead, |'ve already spoken

MR. HOSKIN, SR.: Ckay.

MR. HANNAH.  And so you rise in --

MR. HOSKIN, SR : Delegate Hoskin, | rise in
support. | agree with M. Stopp and recogni ze the basic rights,
because that's what we are after here as a governnent. | feel like

| deserve to be recogni zed as a Cherokee, the same as a Shawnee is
recogni zed as a Shawnee, a Del aware as a Del aware, an Apache as an
Apache, and so on.

| also feel like rather than to remain silent, these
words do not dimnish the historic boundaries; | feel they give
added strength and letting the government know that although we do
recogni ze these people, as well we should, we al so recogni ze our
hi storical boundaries and have attenpted to keep those boundari es.
Thank you.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, sir. Wwo would rise in
opposition? The kind | ady from Texas.

MS. SCOIT: Deborah Scott, and | also share the
beli ef that everyone has an inherent right, but | also think this is
t he Cherokee Constitution, and it hasn't been included -- | don't
believe it should be included now This is not the place to address
it.

If in fact we can open up a can of worns or the
proverbial |og or trough or whatever we were tal ki ng about earlier
| think this is the perfect opportunity to do it. The governnment
has not been known to read every nuance in our Constitution and
follow that. Just because we have it witten, they may | ook at the
first half of it and go, we have acknow edged this, and therefore,
they may use that in | everage agai nst us.

| think this is a tine when we should take a silent voice
on this and be about the business of doing the Cherokee
Constitution, allow the people who already have these rights to
continue their pursuit with this. W're in no way stopping that; we
are in support of it.

I mean, you can tell by the conversation that's happened
today that we are in support of this. But this is not what the
Cherokee Constitution is about, and that's what we're here to do.

So | think we shoul d keep our focus and our energies on the
Constitution and be about that business.

MR. HANNAH: Debate is closed, and we wll be
about the vote. |If you vote in the affirmative, the | anguage that
you see and that | will read will be included in the section. And
i f approved the | anguage woul d read:

"The Cherokee Nation recogni zes the basic rights retained
by all distinct people and groups affiliated with the Cherokee
Nation retained fromtine and in nmenorial to renmain a separate and
di stinct people. Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to
prohi bit the rights of the Cherokee- Shawnee or Del awar e- Cher okee



frompursuing their inherent right to govern thenselves, provided it
does not dimnish the historical boundaries of jurisdiction of the
Cherokee Nation or conflict with Cherokee |aw. "

Al of those in favor --

MR STOPP: Roll call.

MR HANNAH:  We will, under established rules
the other day, the Chair will need to see the hands of an additional
four individuals who would ask for the roll call vote. One, two,
three, four, five, there's enough to do so, and we will be about the
roll call.

MR. ROBINSON: M. Chairnan, point of personal
privil ege.

MR. HANNAH: Del egates will be in their chairs.
And those that are here as guests in the gallery will renain
silent, and the teller will call the roll.

MR. ROBINSON: Point of clarification, please.
State one nore tine.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, good doctor. | got
sidetracked for a brief nmonent, and woul d be back once again. |
woul d ask the scribe to bring the | anguage back on the screen once
agai n.

Ladi es and gentl enen, what we're about to vote onis, if
you vote in the affirmative, the | anguage that | read will be
included in the section; if you vote no, the | anguage will not be

included in the section. |Is that correct, M. Keen?

MR. KEEN, JR : Yes, sir.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. The teller will read
the roll.

M5. LONG Adair. Alberty. Baker, Bill.
Baker, Donn. Baker, Jack. Berry.
BERRY: No.
LONG  Birm ngham Burnett.
BURNETT: Yes.
LONG Center.
CENTER:  Yes.
LONG  Chil son.
CHI LSON:  Yes.
LONG d arke.
CLARKE: No.
LONG  Col son.
COLSON:  No.
LONG  Coon.
COON:  No.
LONG Cornsil k.
CORNSI LK:  Yes.
LONG Crawford.
CRAWFORD:  No.
LONG Crittenden, D.
DON CRI TTENDEN:  No.
LONG H Crittenden.
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MR. H CRITTENDEN. Yes.

M5. LONG Crouch. Davis, Bill. Davis, Earl.
Downi ng, B. Downi ng, Carl.

MR. CARL DOMWNI NG  No.

M5. LONG Dowty.

VMR. DOMY: No.

MS. LONG  Foster.

MS. FOSTER. No.

MS. LONG CGourd.

MR. GOURD: No.

MS. LONG CGunter.

MR. GUNTER: No.

M5. LONG Hagerstrand.

MS5. HAGERSTRAND: Yes.

MS. LONG  Hanmons.

M5. HAMVONS:  Yes.

MS5. LONG Hannah.

MR. HANNAH: Abst ai n.

M5. LONG Herod. Hathaway. Havens.

MS. HAVENS. No.

M5. LONG Henbree. Hook.

MR HOOK: Yes.

MS. LONG Hoskin, Jr.

MR, HOSKIN, JR : Yes.

MS5. LONG Hoskin, Sr.

MR HOSKIN, SR : Yes.

M5. LONG Johnson. Jordan. Keen, J.

MR. JOHN KEEN:. Yes.

M5. LONG Keen R, Jr.

MR. KEEN, JR : Yes.

MR. GUNTER. M. Herod's nane was not call ed.

M5. LONG | pronounced it wong. |'msorry.
We' Il go back up. Herod.

MR. HEROD:. Yes.

M5. LONG Keen R, Sr. Lay.

MR. LAY: No.

M5. LONG Littlejohn.

MR, LITTLEJOHN: No.

MS5. LONG Li nnenkohl .

MS. LI NNENKOHL: No.

MS. LONG  Masters.

MS. MASTERS:. Yes.

M5. LONG McDaniel.

MR. McDANI EL:  Yes.

M5. LONG Ml ntosh.

MS. McI NTOSH. No.

M5. LONG MCreary.

MR. McCREARY: Yes.

MS5. LONG WMacLenore. Melton. Meredith.

MS. MEREDI TH:  No.



LONG Mller.
M LLER:  Yes.

LONG  Mbore.

MOORE:  Yes.

LONG Miullon. Phillips.
PH LLIPS: No.

LONG Pitts.

PITTS: Yes.

LONG Pl unb.

CHAPMAN- PLUMB:  No.

LONG Poteete. Raper. R der. Robinson.
ROBI NSON:  No.

LONG Rutledge. Sanders. Scott, Barbara.
STARR- SCOTT:  Yes.

LONG  Scott, D

SCOTT: No.
LONG  Scott, Onen.
SCOTT: No.

LONG Silversnmth, M
SI LVERSM TH:  Yes.
LONG Silversnmth, R
SI LVERSM TH:  Yes.
LONG Smith. Center.

CENTER:  Yes.

LONG Starr. Stopp.

STOPP:  Yes.

LONG  Stroud.

STROUD:  Yes.

LONG  Twi ni ng.

TW N NG  No.

LONG Underwood. Viles. \Weeler.
VWHEELER:  No.

LONG Wiitfield.
VWH TFI ELD:  Yes.
LONG W/ son.
. WLSON: Yes.

DELEGATE: What about Peacock?

M5. LONG Peacock, R

MR. HANNAH: The results of the election have
been reconciled. Twenty-seven in favor, twenty-four no. NMotion
carries and the | anguage stands.

Dr. CGourd, you are recognized -- wait a mnute. [|'m
sorry, sir, we are still working in this section. W have now
approved this | anguage; we would now need to approve the entire
section, correct?

PPIPIOPDIPIPIPIODPDINODDPIDDOPDIDIDD D

MR CORNSILK: M. Chairman.

MR HANNAH: M. CornsilKk.

MR. CORNSILK: It's my understandi ng that an
anendnent was nmade to this section this morning that | would |ike
just a short opportunity to address before we approve this entire



section, if you would please indul ge ne.

MR HANNAH: |'ve not called for the vote, and,
therefore, the floor is open for debate and you are recogni zed. And
the section is open.

MR. CORNSILK: It's my understanding that this
section was anended to include the words "by blood" in the

enrol | ment of Cherokee citizens. |If | might offer to the del egates
a word of caution. The term"by blood" has a very specific |lega
meani ng. It neans persons who are Cherokee Indians.

And t hroughout the history of enrollnent of tribes, there
have been persons adopted in the tribes over the course of tine that
have been incorporated as part of our tribe, as we just got through
di scussi ng the Del awares and the Shawnees, who have no Cherokee
bl ood, for the npst part, and are citizens of the Nation

| have a great concern for the possibility, the very rea
possibility, that the Freedman, who were previously nenbers of the
Tribe are now being invited by the words "by bl ood" to vote on this
Constitution. They voted on the 1975 Constitution. They were
menbers of tribe at that tinme, received voting rights, and voted on
it, and believe thenselves to be nmenbers of the Tribe.

The federal governnent has held in nany instances, both
by opi nions of the Attorney General and by court opinions, that in
order to exclude a people who are already incorporated, you nust
give themthe opportunity to vote.

By putting the word "by blood" in this Constitution, we
are in fact inviting the Freednan to vote on this Constitution. And
if we don't give themthe right to vote, we are then inviting them
to file suit against the Cherokee Nation because they are not having
their equal rights protected under the 14th Anendnent of the United
States Constitution.

So what we're doing, if we are tal ki ng about opening a
proverbial can of wornms, that is a big can of worns, and it's going
to cost the Cherokee Nation millions of dollars in litigation

There are some people here who will argue that the Nero
decision was final in its determination of citizenship rights of the
Freedman; it was not. That court case was referred to the 10th
Crcuit Court, only adjudicated whether or not the Freednan had
their rights determned by the Cherokee Nation itself, and renanded
that question back to the Cherokee Nation

There is a case pendi ng before the Cherokee Nation
Suprene Court right now, before the Judicial Appeals Tribunal, as to
the rights of the Freedman. And | believe that if we put these
words in there, "by blood," we have done two things: Invited them
to vote on this Constitution, and then, of course, we will turn
around and deny themthat right to vote, and then they will sue the
Cherokee Nation, and we will be involved in litigation that wll
cost mllions of dollars and last for years and years, and possibly
j eopardi ze this Constitution

I would nove that we take those words out of this
section.



MR HOOK: Point of clarification.

MR HANNAH:  Point of clarification, Dr. Hook.

MR HOOK: Did M. Cornsilk -- I"'msorry, | need
sone nore el aboration. The connection between by blood and the
Freedman

MR. CORNSI LK: The Freednan are not by bl ood for
the nost part. Many of them possess Cherokee bl ood because their
fathers were their nasters, but they were placed on the Cherokee
roll with no degree of any blood next to their nane because the
Cherokees practiced a matrilineal formof discrimnation against
t hem

If they possess Cherokee blood fromtheir father, they

were put on the Freednan Roll, no Cherokee bl ood, which neant that
the Iand they received was di mi nished. |If they had Cherokee bl ood
fromtheir nother, then they were placed on the Cherokee by bl ood
section of the roll. So there are persons of African descent on the
Cher okee by bl ood section of the roll, and there are persons of
Cher okee descent on the Freedman section of roll

"By blood," in relation to themsinply neans that we are

excl udi ng any person who's not on the Dawes roll with a degree of
I ndi an bl ood next to their nane. The Del awares have a separate rol
on that roll, and they are not by blood. The Shawnees can be
segregated out fromthat roll; they are not Cherokees by bl ood, and
so we mght even be excluding them
But my main argunent here is sinply that we are just
inviting opening up a big can of worns with this case.
MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, you are recogni zed.
MR KEEN, JR: Point of order
MR HANNAH:  Point of order, M. Keen
MR. KEEN, JR : This section has already been
debat ed and voted upon once this norning, so if M. Cornsilk wants
to reconsider it, if he would so nove.
MR CORNSILK: | would so nove
DELEGATE: Second
MR HANNAH:  Just a noment. And the Chair is
going to figure out what -- and the best way for the Chair to do
that is just right here in front of everyone with parlianentarian
We have had this section reopened. |It's already been reconsidered.
We have in fact added additional |anguage to the second paragraph
and we have yet, the Chair is aware of, to reapprove of this section
with the addition of the new | anguage.
And so, therefore, a notion to reconsider would not be in
order because the section is still open; would that be correct?
MR KEEN, JR: Point of order
MR. HANNAH.  Ckay, M. Keen
MR. KEEN, JR: W took a separate vote on this
| anguage by itself, so this | anguage has al ready been approved
t hrough the voting process once.
MR HANNAH:. That's true. But it has been the
understanding of the Chair, that if in fact a section is reopened



and | anguage of the section is changed, that the section would need
to be reapproved in its entirety.

MR. CORNSILK: M. Chairnman, in light of that, |
woul d of fer an anendnment to strike the words "by blood."

MR. HANNAH: Modtion on the floor to strike, and
there is a second. The floor is open for debate. And you are
recogni zed, good | ady.

M5. STROUD: Virginia Stroud. | have a
guestion, so that, David, nmaybe you can help nme with.

MR, CORNSILK: "Il try.

M5. STROUD: That if the Freedman were given a
nunber and they were on the Dawes roll, the original rolls, and they

conme up, and they're one over two hundred and fifty-second Cherokee,
t hey are Cherokee.

And sone of you peopl e have that much blood in you, and
you want recognition as Cherokee, if it's fair for you, | think it
should be fair for the original Freedmans.

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, you are recogni zed.

MR STOPP: Point of information. | would
really like to have sone | earned individuals, and David, you've got
a good point and you've persuaded ne sone on that. You've actually
brought a flag up that | think is appropriate. But the "by bl ood"
is areal issue to ne. | don't understand it well enough to fee
like | can vote onit, and so | would like to have soneone el se cone
in. Dr. Gourd, historically, tell me what does that do?

MR. HANNAH.  Chair woul d entertain any good
del egate in the chanbers that would be able to shed additional |ight
upon this question that we have before us with regard to the debate

on the two words "by blood." Starr-Scott, would you be able to help
us?

M5. STARR-SCOTT: |I'mnot sure | can shed any
light onit, other than | agree with David. | think it is going to

open it up. But | would pose a question to the Comission is, why
did you change it fromour old Constitution, because the '75 did not
i ncl ude that | anguage?

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen will respond.

M5. STARR-SCOTT: Troy did it this norning.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Keen. And the good
doctor is recognized.

MR. ROBINSON: | cannot answer the question as
far as what "by bl ood" neans, but | opt to respond to Ms. Stroud,
Del egate Stroud's comment, in her comment really has no valid neans
of meani ng because if a person is down as Freednman, if | understand

this right -- correct ne if |I'mwong, David.

MR, CORNSILK: | will.

MR. ROBINSON: | know you will. They did not
have a bl ood degree listed. They are just Freedman. |If their

not her was Cherokee and their father was bl ack, they were put in the
Cher okee by bl ood, and you do have a bl ood degree. So Freednmans do
not have bl ood degrees just like intermarried whites do not have



bl ood degrees. So, you know, what Ms. Stroud was saying, really
woul d not take into effect.

Al t hough, M. Cornsilk pointed out that we probably do
have citizens -- or not citizens but people that actually have
Cher okee bl ood. But we have that anpbng Asi an people, Hispanic
peopl e and white peopl e who have Cherokee bl ood and cannot prove it.

MR CORNSILK: M. Chairman.

MR HANNAH: M. CornsilKk.

MR. CORNSI LK: Delegate Cornsilk. If | mght
el aborate a little bit on what | think the point Rick is nmaking and
draw in the point that | believe our good del egate over here was
maki ng. And that is that the Dawes Comission Roll, and |I think we
all can agree, was an unfair and dilatory process for the Cherokee
peopl e.

It was a difficult tine for us. And the persons whose
nanes appear on that roll were citizens of the Cherokee Nation
Period. They are intermarried whites, who are adopted citizens,
adopt ed Cherokees. W had Freedman who are adopted Cherokees; we
had Del awares who are adopt ed Cherokees; Shawnees who are adopted
Cher okees.

| want to give you an exanple that | have found in the
research that |'ve done on the Dawes Commission Roll, and that is of
a man naned -- well, a wonan nanmed Mary Elliot. Mary Elliot was a
Cher okee Indian. She was recogni zed as such in her conmmunity, which
was Fort G bson. She |ooked Iike an Indian; she spoke the |anguage
and yet she's listed on the Dawes Commission roll as a Freednan

Her husband was John Kill French, who was the owner of
French honme, which is right over here downtown, beautiful Cherokee
mansi on. And she bore Cherokee children who are |listed on both the
Freedman and the by blood roll, even though they possessed Cherokee
bl ood fromtheir father and their nother.

The reason I'mnmeking this exanple is not that I'm
fighting for the rights of the Freednman to be citizens of the
Cher okee Nation, but that what we are doing by putting "by blood" in
this section, we're saying that all of the history of our people is
null and void, that we are only concerned with what we are right now
here today. And that's not really who we are. W are nore than
t hat .

As Ms. Stroud said, we are people who are one over two
hundred and fifty-six, and we're up to full blood. W are the
Freednman; we are the Shawnee; we are the Del awares; and we're
everybody that we have incorporated. And if we strike the word "hy
bl ood,"” we will recognize that.

But even all of that aside. All of that seens a bit

romantic; | know it does. Al of that aside, if we | eave the words
"by bl ood" in there, we are opening up ourselves to a litigation
that will last for years and years to cone.

The Freednan are a powerful group of people. If you

multiply thirty, which is the nunber of descendants, tinmes the
nunber of people who are enrolled, we have one hundred and one



t housand Freednan. That's a |lot of people. That's a |ot of power.

There are attorneys anong those people. There's noney
anong those people. There's power anong them And | fear that
these two words are going to just drag this Constitution down, drag
t he Cherokee Nation down. If we just leave it out, leave it the way
it is, the question still remains, and it remains for our court to
deci de, not for sone other court, the federal courts to decide.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Cornsilk. What
woul d be the pleasure of the del egates?

THE DELEGATES: Call the question

MR. HANNAH: The question has been called for
Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  And hearing no opposition, we wll
vote to strike the words "by blood." |If you vote in the
affirmative, the two words "by blood" will be stricken; if you vote
no, they will remamin; is that correct, M. Keen?

MR KEEN, JR: That's correct.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. Al those in favor of
striking the | anguage, signify by saying "aye."

MR SILVERSM TH:  Point of information.

MR. HANNAH:  Ch, one nonment. Yes, sir, M.
Silversnith.

MR. SILVERSM TH.  \Wien you say "affirmative,"
is that to be understood --

MR. HANNAH.  "Aye." If you vote "aye" on this
vote, we're going to strike -- and obviously that -- let ne say this
right. By voting "aye," you are in agreenent to strike the
| anguage.

MR. SILVERSM TH:  Yes, thank you
MR HOSKIN, SR : Point of information. Does a
notion to table take precedence over the vote?

MR. HANNAH. Yes, it does.

MR HOSKIN:. I'd like to nake a notion to table.

MR. HANNAH. There's a notion to table. Is
there a second?

MR. GOURD: Second.

MR. CORNSILK: M. Chairman.

MR. HANNAH. M. CornsilKk.

MR. CORNSI LK: Delegate Cornsilk. | would rise
in opposition to that notion to table. | don't think that there's

going to be a whole ot nore information that we're going to find
about these two words.
It was not in there for the last twenty-four years, and

t he Freednman have not becone citizens of the Cherokee Nation in that
length of tinme, and | really think that we can probably take care of
it right now and | would suggest that we not table this.

MR. HOSKIN, SR : Point of personal privilege.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.

MR HOSKIN, SR : |'ve been afforded sone



infornmati on fromour registration departnent that nakes nme decide to
have this tabled to try to achieve sone nore infornmation about it.
MR. HANNAH.  And in checking with the
parlianmentarian, it is in order to accept your notion to table, and
it has been seconded. And all those in favor will signify by saying
"aye."
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed will say "no."
THE DELEGATES: No
MR. CORNSI LK: Standi ng vote.
MR. HANNAH: St andi ng vote has been asked for
and the delegates will be in their chairs.
M5. HAMMONS: Poi nt of order.
MR HANNAH:  Point of order.
M5. HAMMONS: If we can just clarify, perhaps,
reinstruct the Sergeant of Arnms not to | et anybody in and out during

the vote. This is a large facility. |'mback here, every tine the
door opens, | hear what is going on.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you very much. |f the Chair
m ght, for just a nonent -- and thank you, kind |lady, for raising

that issue. Sergeant at Arns there, which | assune this gentlenman
is helping us today, at the time of our vote, the doors of these
chambers will be closed, and no one will be entering or |eaving
during that period of tine.

Al so, any of you that may in fact be conducting any type
of business or conferencing with any individuals that woul d be
entering through these doors over here, then, "A " | would instruct
the Sergeant at Arms to not allow individuals who are not del egates
t hrough those doors. That area is reserved for the del egates. That
door fromthis nonent forward will be designated as for del egates
only.

If you are a visitor here, if you are here in the
gallery, you will please use the exit that | am pointing to, which
is to the southwest. And if that's difficult for you, cone see the
Chair, he will show you where the door is there.

Let's just nake sure that we keep these chanbers under
control. Everyone is in their chairs at this point and -- M.
Mast er s.

M5. MASTERS: Point of personal privilege.

MR, HANNAH:  Yes, mm'am

M5. MASTERS: | believe that this process is
getting contaninated by staff going in and out and interacting with
sone del egates, and | would ask that the body consider that.

MR. HANNAH. | assune when you ask that the body
consider that, that you do so in a rhetorical fashion?

MS. MASTERS: Et hi cal

MR. HANNAH.  Ethical. Thank you. And now that
all of that has been said and the doors are seal ed and everyone is
in their chair, nowwe're going to come back to what it is that
we're going to vote on, which is the notion to table.



And if you vote in favor of tabling, then our discussion
with regard to the two words, "by blood,"” will be laid upon the
table. Everyone clear? Very good. Al the --

MR. DOMNI NG  Point of information. |1'msorry.

I amassuning that | will vote "yes" with the understandi ng that
there will be nore information for us when it conmes of f the table.

MR. HANNAH.  That is an erroneous assunption,
sir. Once again, you would be asking the Chair to, as this body has
done on many occasi ons, asking himto be clairvoyant, and he is not.

VWhat we are doing is laying the question upon the table,
and if it steeps there for awhile, the Chair does not know. But we
will consider it as a body whether we are in fact going to lay this
debate aside and lay this on the table. And we are going to do that
right now The teller will draw close, and all of those in favor of
tabling will stand.

THE TELLER: Sixteen

MR HANNAH: Pl ease be seated. And all of those
opposed to tabling, please stand.

THE TELLER  Thirty-five.

MR. HANNAH.  Sixteen in favor of tabling;
thirty-five say no. The question is not laid upon the table, and
the floor is open for debate. What would be the pleasure of the
del egati on?

DELEGATE: Call the question

MS. FOSTER  Point of information.

MR. HANNAH.  The good |lady fromthe west is
recogni zed

M5. FOSTER: Thank you, Julia Foster from
Al buquer que. This norning when the | anguage was added, four words
wer e added, "as Cherokees by blood." And if we take out "by bl ood"
only, then it reads, "listed as Cherokees on the Dawes Conmi ssion
Rol I's, including the Del awar e- Cherokees." |'mjust wondering if
that makes any difference, do you think?

MR CORNSILK: M. Chairman.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, kind [ady. M.

Cor nsi | k.

MR. CORNSILK: To clarify ny notion, it is to
strike the | anguage that was added this norning.

MR HANNAH: That is correct, sir.

And so the question has been called, and the Chair heard
a second. And without opposition, we would nove to the vote.

And to clarify exactly what we're about to vote on, if
you vote in favor, this |anguage would be stricken. |If you vote no,
it will remain. Wuld that be correct, M. Keen?

MR KEEN, JR: Yes, sir.

MR. HANNAH. Al of those in favor, please
signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No



MR. HANNAH. The ayes have it and the | anguage
is stricken. And we now nove to the consideration of the second.

MR JOHN KEEN: M. Chairnan.

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, you're recognized.

MR. JOHN KEEN. | nopbve we approve Section 1 in
t ot o.

MR, CORNSI LK:  Second.

MR. HANNAH.  Mbtion to approve Section 1 in

toto; there is a second. And hearing no opposition, the |Ianguage
woul d read, if approved:

"Section 1. Al citizens of the Cherokee Nation must be
original enrollees or descendants of original enrollees |listed on
t he Dawes Conmi ssion Rolls, including the Del awar e- Cher okees of
Article Il of the Del aware agreenent dated the 8th day of My, 1867.

And t he Shawnee- Cherokees as of Article IIl of the Shawnee
agreenent, dated the 9th day of June, 1869, and/or their
descendant s.

The Cherokee Nation recognizes the basic rights retained
by all distinct people and groups affiliated with the Cherokee
Nation retained fromtinme in nenorial to remain a separate and
di stinct people. Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to
prohibit the rights of the Cherokee- Shawnee or Del awar e- Cher okee
frompursuing their inherent right to govern thensel ves, provided
that it does not dimnish the historical boundaries or jurisdiction
of the Cherokee Nation or conflict with the Cherokee |aw "

Al'l of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR HANNAH:  And the notion carries, and the
| anguage st ands.

M. CGourd, you are recognized.

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnman. W are now
to Article I X, Fiscal. M. Chairman, | make a notion that we
approve the | anguage contained in Section 1 of Article IX. "The
fiscal year shall commence on the 1st day of Cctober in each year
unl ess otherw se provided by |aw "

By a brief way of explanation, M. Chairman, Article IX
has been renunbered, and that the replacenent of the nmonth of June
fromthe original |anguage to October is for current practice.

M5. MASTERS: Call the question

MR HANNAH:  First of all, the Chair would
remi nd us that we have a notion on the floor, and he will hear a
second.

DELEGATE: Second

MR HANNAH:  And he has heard a second. And the
floor is open for debate.

DELEGATE: Call the question

MR. HANNAH. Question has been called for. |Is
there a second?



DELEGATE: Second
MR. HANNAH.  And hearing no opposition, if
approved, the | anguage woul d read:

"The fiscal year shall conmence on the 1st day of Cctober
in each year, unless otherw se prohibited by |aw "

Al'l of those in favor, signify by saying "aye.

THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

The | anguage is accepted. And the Chair will allow such
out burst of optimsmfromthe delegates. This is true, only from
the del egates. Dr. Gourd, you are recogni zed

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. | nake a
noti on to approve the |anguage contained in Section 2, which shal
read as foll ows:

"The Council shall provide by |aw for annual expenditure
of funds, and the source fromwhich funds are to be derived to
defray the estimated expenses of the executive, |egislative,
judicial, and departnents of government of the Cherokee Nation for
each fiscal year. The budget shall not exceed estinmted revenues."

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  Mdtion on the floor, it has been
seconded. The floor is open for debate. And the good |lady fromthe
west is recogni zed. Wat say you, nmm'anf

M5. MASTERS: | rise in opposition to this as it
exi sts, and suggest that we have sone additional infornation on this
section. | believe that we need a ot nore detail here. And those

of you that have a blue sheet, Article I X, Section 2, the wording is
t here before you.
I would like to replace these words with the words: "The
Counci| shall provide by |aw the estimted expenses based on the
actual data furnished by the public records, and for the annua
expendi tures of funds together with the resources from which said
funds are to be derived to defray those estinmated expenses of the
executive, legislative and judicial branches of governnent for the
fiscal year. The budget shall not exceed actual revenues."
| believe that Section 2 --

MR. HANNAH: Easy in the chanbers, now, easy.
Remenber, we're in close proxinmty, and the |east bit of noise often
tinmes can be restrictive, and the good | ady deserves to be heard.
You may continue, ma'am

MS. MASTERS: | believe that it does not state
here that this process will be done in assurance that we do not
exceed our actual revenues. The way | have stated in here is
designed that the Council wll have closer oversight to assure that
we do not have a budget that exceeds our actual revenues. As it is
stated here, it says, "the budget shall not exceed esti nated
revenues," which can drive our Nation into debt. And | believe that
we should be in close part of that.

MR. HANNAH.  The good | ady wi shes to strike
current |anguage?



MASTERS: Ri ght.
HANNAH: And to substitute as presented?
MASTERS: Ri ght.
. HANNAH. |s there a second?
Heari ng no second, no action is taken. What is the

pl easure of the del egates?

DELEGATE: Call the question

MR. HANNAH. Question has been called for; is

P2

there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH: And the vote that we're about to
take, if the language is approved, it would read:

"The Council shall provide by |aw for annual expenditure
of funds, and the source fromwhich funds are to be derived to
defray the estimated expenses of the executive, |egislative,
judicial, and departnents of government of the Cherokee Nation for
each fiscal year. The budget shall not exceed estinmted revenues."

Al'l of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

And the | anguage is accepted.

MR DOMNING My point of information is still
pertinent. How are the estinmated received? How is that determ ned,
the estimated revenues?

MR HANNAH: How are the estimated revenues
determ ned? Wuld there be a delegate that would wish to rise to
supply the information? Good doctor, you sir, or M. Stopp

MR. ROBINSON: | don't think I can answer your
guestion conpletely, but the good Dr. Masters did get seconded, so
didn't have to cone down. But the problemwth that is sonmetines it
has to be estinmated, such as nmy division is around forty mllion
dollars, but | have ten closing nmonths, ten nonths of the year,
have fiscal year closing.

Many times, when we have to get the budget in, we have to
estinmate because we still have grants that we haven't received,
especially since ny division is so wide, we have not received. So
if we did not put an estimate in the budget, we couldn't have a
budget. Then later we change it as per what we get in.

MR. HANNAH: Good doctor, thank you, | want to
make sure this gentleman's question is answered, and | don't believe
that it was. And | would cone back to the Chair to clarify this
guestion. Good doctor. Ricky. No, step back here, Ricky.

MR. ROBINSON: Ch, |I'msorry.

MR. HANNAH:  Step back here. The Chair is not
finished with you.

M. Center, you will not bother the del egate.

MR. ROBINSON: Ckay, |I'mat attention now.

MR HANNAH: | believe, and the Chair will be so
bold as to clarify his question. He wants to know how you cone up
with those estimates.



MR ROBINSON. Well, sonme of them we subnit the
grants, and let's say we apply for $140,000 to teach people how to
pl uck chickens. W're not going to find out about that until, say,
nm ddl e of Decenber.

So what will happen is, we have to put the 150,000 into
t he budget process, but then the government, sonetinmes you have to
negotiate, and they'll give you a -- the federal rep will call and
say, hey, 1'll give you one hundred ten to pluck chickens, and if
you want forty nore you' ve got to send another grant to be able to
cook them up.

So that's one instance where you have to have estimated
budgets in there. But as nuch as possible, you clean it up later
wi t h everyt hi ng.

| sign budget revisions every week, you know, because we
have nonies cone in that we don't expect. Sonetines in donations,
we have to be able to estimate what we think is going to be donated
for the Hi gher Education Scholarship. | think M. Stopp can give a
hi gher level interpretation of this, instead of just -- I'mdown in
t he grungy area.

MR. HANNAH:  And rat her than going i mediately
to M. Stopp, the Chair would ask the del egate, do you have an
under st andi ng now of --

MR. DOMNI NG | have an understandi ng how
i ndi vi dual departments work. M question was nore general than
t hat .

ROBI NSON:  That's M. Stopp --
HANNAH. Have you been satisfied, good
del egat e?
DOMNING No, I'd like to have --
HANNAH: M. Stopp's interpretation?

DOMWNI NG Yes

ROBI NSON: M. Chairnman, can | sit down?
HANNAH: Yes. The del egate nmay be at rest.
M. Stopp, you are recognized.

MR. STOPP: (kay, what Dr. Robi nson nentioned
was, when you | ook at Dr. Robinson's division, which is education
because that's one |l eg of the governnent. There are eight divisions
i nsi de the Cherokee Nation, governnment offices.

Dr. Robi nson nentioned a division; he mentioned a
program Now, when we | ook at the Nation as a whole and estinate
our revenues and expenses, we | ook at each program each departnment,
and each division, rolling that up to an overall budget.

Now, within that you will have federal grants, which is
about ninety to ninety-five percent of our dollars that are budgeted
t hrough annual funding agreenents by different entities within the
government. And you will apply for grants and get those throughout
t he year.
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For exanple, IHS is not a grant; it's an annual funding
agreenent -- it is an agreenent between departnent of DHHS and | HS
and us. So we know what that will be every year. W get that in



the mddle of the summer. W know when that's conming. Dr. Robinson
is tal king about particular grants of prograns, things that we do
specifically for a grant.

Now, within the Cherokee Nation, there's also four profit
organi zations. Qur Cherokee Nation Enterprises internally, such as
our landfill, our golf courses, and things of that nature. W get
that fromestinate sales fromthe previous year and roll up into the
revenues for the next year. So those are estinates.

And to give you an exanple, here's -- you can't do -- a
budget is an estimate. That's what it is. It's an estinmte of
expenses versus revenues that conme in. "The budget shall not exceed

the estimated revenues,"” that's where you tie it into the actua
because if you have one hundred fifty mllion dollar estinate
revenue, you can't conme in with a hundred seventy mllion dollar's
wort h of expenses. That's where you tie that in. The
accountability cones back to the operations and ensure that it's
bal anced.

MR. DOMNING That's exactly what | wanted
Thank you.

MR. HANNAH:  The good del egate | eaves a bit
nore clarified.
STOPP: M. Chairman.
HANNAH. M. Stopp
STOPP: | nmake a notion to reconsider
Section 2.
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HANNAH:  For what purpose would you wish to
go back there, sir?
MR STOPP: \When we | ook at -- we tal ked about,

"the Council shall provide by |aw for annual expenditure of funds
and resources fromwhich funds are to be derived to defray the
estinmated expenses of the executive, legislative, judicial and
departnments of the governnent of the Cherokee Nation."

And, clearly, we have not tal ked about our enterprises

out side the Cherokee Nation. | think also there should be sonething
in there going back to Council, that Cherokee Nation Enterprises
shoul d al so subnit a budget to Council. That is not part of this.

And we need to get that entity in there.
If we renenber back in one of the other articles, we

tal ked about Cherokee Nation entities as part of the whole. So
we' ve excluded CNE and CNI fromthis. | believe that woul d be
Council's responsibility as well. They're the Board of Directors to
ensure accountability.

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, do you rise for --

MR KEEN, JR: [I'Il wait for a second first.

MR HANNAH: Let's make sure, folks, that we
know exactly what the motion is. And the good del egate woul d nove
to reconsider Section 2 for the purposes that have been stated. |Is
that correct, sir?

MR. STOPP:  Yes.

MR. BILL BAKER: Friendly anendnent.



MR. HANNAH:  Just a nmonent here. You guys are
doing so well, and I'mvery proud of you, okay. W would need a
second to --

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  And there is a second. And the
floor -- no, actually we need to nove for the vote. And it wll
require --

MR KEEN, JR : Point of order

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen

MR KEEN, JR.: | believe it is in order that
debate can be had on whether or not the question can be
reconsi der ed.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. Floor is open for
debate. Kind, M. Baker, you are recognized.

MR. BILL BAKER: Wen Gary was sitting there
saying that we've already opened it up and di scussed executi ve,
legislative and judicial, after looking at it, we didn't say
judicial. And that probably needs to be a part of that as well.

MR STOPP: It is.

MR. BILL BAKER: Ch, sorry.

MR. HANNAH. Right there, M. Baker. M. Keen
you are recogni zed

MR. KEEN, JR: Yes, | rise in opposition to
reconsidering this section for the reason that M. Stopp raised.

You know, we want to, once again, going back to this concept that we
want to keep this instrument a skeletal framework for the
fundanmental |aw of our land. | don't see any reason to include the
tribal enterprises in our Constitution, if that can be done through
| egislation, which | feel it can

And Secondly, we would need only two separate enterprises
here. W're dealing with one, which is a Tribal Charter
Corporation, which is Cherokee Nation Enterprises, and CNI, which is
an Okl ahoma Charter Corporation

Now, the tribe is a sole owner. |f you want to think in
terms of a stockholder, the Tribe owns all the stock in CNI, but CN
is not atribal entity beyond that sinple ownership.

So I'mafraid we m ght be infringing on Okl ahona
Corporate Law if we attenpt to sonehow nandate that this corporation
sonehow submit a budget for approval to this governing body. So |
woul d be in opposition based -- | sinply think that these issues
that we've raised can be taken care of through |egislation very
easily.

MR. HANNAH:  Any del egate rise in support of

the notion by M. Stopp to reconsider?

MR STOPP: Point of information.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.

MR STOPP: To the Constitutional Convention
Conmittee itself, when we say executive, legislative, judicial and
departnments of the governnent, all of the departnents of government
are within the executive branch. So we've broken off the parlianent



gover nnent .

I'"mgoing to go back to your coment. |'m not
understanding, is that a legislative or -- or actually, is the
qguestion. A department would be education, child welfare. That
woul d be a departnent of the governnent.

MR. HANNAH  Very wel | .

MR. KEEN, JR : You raise a germane point there.

The original |anguage read even worse than that. It left out the
judicial branch altogether. So we were seeking to inprove that.

But we also need to keep in mind that we have now created

i ndependent bodies that do not fall under the executive branch, such
as our election conm ssion, and perhaps even our board of -- court
of judicial review And so we say we don't need to wite it so
narrow y that these independent entities can receive that funding.

MR GOURD: The '75 Constitution also, as we
noved the cabi net under the executive, the way it was listed out in
the fiscal and in its own separate definition, could have been
construed to have created a fourth branch of governnent. So it was
even funded separate and admi nistered separate, so we tried to pul
t hose in.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, gentlenen fromthe
Conmi ssion. The good lady fromCalifornia is recognized.

MS. MASTERS: Point of clarification fromthe
maker of the notion. |f we put Cherokee Nation and its entities,
that would allow us to include CNE but not CNI, right? And it would
avoid the conflict with corporation through the State of Gkl ahong,
as opposed to an entity of the Cherokee Nation, and it would allow
us to bring CNE i n under our accountability unbrella.

So if we just added the two words -- or three words, "and
its entities," that would acconplish what we want w t hout naning
them and it wouldn't be a conflict.

STOPP:  Sure.

BERRY: Point of order.

HANNAH:  Poi nt of order, na' am

BERRY: \What are we exactly discussing here?
ng this yet, are we?

HANNAH: That's correct.

BERRY: W're not even discussing this yet,
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We're not even di scuss

are we?
HANNAH: That's correct.

McCREARY: Call the question

HANNAH. We are about debate of whether to
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reconsi der this issue.
McCREARY: Call the question
. HANNAH: Question has been called. Thank
you, the good nan fromBlack Gum |Is there a second?
THE DELEGATES: Second
MR HOOK: Second.
MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, be about your seat, sir.
Hearing no further opposition, all those in favor to reconsider
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pl ease signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR HANNAH:  And it's not reconsidered, and we
are about the business of the day.

Dr. Gourd you are recogni zed.

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. | nake a
noti on that we approve the | anguage contained in Section 3:

"At least thirty days prior to the convening of each
regul ar session of Council, the treasurer shall make and present to
the Council an item zed estinmate of revenue to be received by the
Cher okee Nation, together with a statenent of the sources from which
revenues are to be received under the |laws, grants, judgments,
interests, and other sources in effect at the time such estimate is
made for the next ensuing fiscal year

The treasurer shall prepare annual financial statenents,
reflecting the results of operations of all tribal activities and
shal | prepare a consolidated bal ance sheet in conformty with
CGeneral |y Accepted Accounting Principles within sixty days after the
end of the fiscal year."

MR HANNAH: Mdtion has been nade; is there a
second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  There is a second. Dr. Gourd, any
addi ti onal explanation for us, sir?

MR. GOURD: Just by way of clarification and
consi stency, the word is used singular, "treasurer," rather than
"secretary-treasurer" because we have separated that in the cabinet.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. The floor is open for
debat e.

MS. SCOTIT: Point of information.

MR, HANNAH:  Yes, mm'am

M5. SCOIT: Can we see the old | anguage fromthe
original?

MR. HANNAH.  Fromthe original, yes, nma'am |If
the scribe would bring us the original |anguage fromthe '75
Constitution of Section 3.

MR. GOURD: M. Chairnan, just to help there,
the only thing |I think we changed was the word "treasurer" from
"secretary-treasurer."

MR. HANNAH. |Is the good | ady clear?

Excellent. We will return to the proposal. The floor is
open for debate, and, M. Baker, you are recogni zed.

MR BILL BAKER M. Chair, as Charlie said,

t hey have essentially changed nothing fromthe old Constitution, and
it is outdated, outnolded, it's not anywhere close to what the Tribe
has been operating under or could possibly operate under. So

woul d ask that we strike all of that |anguage, and | have a proposa
for new | anguage.



MR. HANNAH.  Very well. Step forward.

MR. BILL BAKER: Wat the new | anguage i s goi ng
to be is: "At least 90 days prior to the beginning of each fisca
year, the adm nistration,"” not the secretary-treasurer, "shall make
and present to the Council an itenized estinmate of revenues and
expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year."

Gve it to the Council. |It's a very large docunent. It
takes nore than thirty days in advance to get through it, let alone
conprehend it. And the secretary-treasurer, if they were going to
do all the things that this thing says, they would be a full-tine
si xty-hour a week enployee, and that is not what we've been having,
and | just don't think that's possible.

I don't think this |anguage anticipated all the federa
prograns and the audit by a major accounting firmand those kinds of
i ssues, and so | think changing the time period and changing to this
| anguage woul d take care of our concerns, as well as match what
we're presently doing.

MR HANNAH: M. Baker nmoves to strike and to
substitute the | anguage that is before you. |Is there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH.  There's a second; the floor is open
for debate. M. Stopp, you are recogni zed.

MR STOPP: | would like to offer a friendly
anendnent to change that fromninety to sixty. | say that because
with that over, that puts us back to July at ninety days, neaning
goi ng back, if I'mthinking right, August 1st we would have to have
a budget in, which would be August, Septenber, Cctober 1. 1I'm
trying to back out of that.

MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, M. Baker?

MR BILL BAKER: It's ninety days prior to. 1In
ot her words, we're backing back, so it actually gives us nore tine
this way. Prior to the ending of the fiscal year. | really think
this is better.

MR. STOPP: Ckay.

MR. HANNAH. Do you withdraw, M. Stopp?

MR STOPP: | withdraw

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you. The floor is open for
debate. The kind lady from California is recognized.

M5. MASTERS: | woul d ask Del egate Baker, we had
a clause stating that using Generally Accepted Accounting
Principles, | thought that was very inportant to use that, the

Ceneral |y Accepted Accounting Principals, which by the way shoul d be
capitalized there, because that is a programand that is a program
that is acceptable and w dely understood and wi dely used.

MR. BILL BAKER: Would that be a friendly
amendment ?

M5. MASTERS: Yes.

MR. BILL BAKER: | woul d accept.

MR. HANNAH. | f we may have the | anguage to the
friendly anmendnent.



GUNTER: M. Chai rman.

HANNAH.  One nonent. M. Qunter, you --
GUNTER:  Poi nt of infornmation.

HANNAH:  Point of information by M. Gunter
. GUNTER: | noticed in the revised
Constitution, we've got it's the responsibility of the treasurer to
submit this report.
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HANNAH:  Yes, sir.
. GUNTER: And under this, it's the
responsibility of the adm nistration. Wose adninistration?

MR. HANNAH.  Perhaps M. Baker would be able to
clarify that question.

MR BILL BAKER: It's usually a conposite of the
accounting departnent, the conptroller. Barbara was just sitting
here tal ki ng about, you know, having one single person to hold
accountable for this. Chief of Staff has taken that upon hinself,
al t hough we do not have one now. Listen to the friendly amendnment
frommy coll eague.
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MR. HANNAH.  Very well. Thank you, M. Gunter
M5. STARR-SCOTT: Starr-Scott, Delegate. |
woul d make a friendly amendnment to this. And where it says
"admi nistration,”" | would insert "secretary-treasurer," for this
reason. The Tribal Council nust have soneone that they can hold
accountable for our nonies. And when it says "admi nistration," you
should walk a few niles with ne.

Last week, | wanted to know who wrote an ei ghty-eight
t housand dol | ar check. The conptroller was there, and | said, "Do
you know'? He said, "I don't know." Asked the next nan down, he

didn't know, went down to the third man, he didn't know. So | said,
"Go get the check, go get a copy of it." Cone back. Al three of
t hem knew. The second nman down had signed t he check

We nust have sonebody that we can hold accountable. It's
true, we haven't had a full-tinme secretary-treasurer here in the
past four years. W have off and on, but up until this
adm ni stration, we had, the Cherokee Nation had a
secretary-treasurer in the nane of Tom Thonpson, and he was here
full tinme.

MR. HANNAH:  Manager Keen, you are recogni zed

M5. STARR-SCOTT: That was a real friendly
amendnent .

MR. HANNAH.  And M. Baker, before you accept
that and enter it into the record, in the spirit of clairvoyancy,
Manager Keen, your comment.

MR. KEEN, JR: | was going to offer to, if he
woul d accept yet another friendly anmendnent, to strike out the word
"secretary" and just go with the term"treasurer" since we've
al ready covered this, but we split those two jobs out.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Keen, and the good
lady now recalls. And M. Baker, what say you?

MR. BILL BAKER: I n the interest of speeding



this thing up, | believe "treasurer"” would be just fine.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well, thank you, sir. And the
friendly amendnent is added. And the good lady from Ckl ahoma City
is recognized

M5. MEREDITH: | would like to propose an
anendnent, friendly or otherwise. If | read this, and sonetines
don't read these correctly, but the first half of this section seens
to be dealing with a budget. And what |'mtal king about nowis the
proposed | anguage in the proposed Constitution we're working from

And the second section seens to deal with financial
statenments at the end of the year. And it seens to ne that what
you' ve got up there | eaves out the financial statenent part of it.

So | woul d suggest that the | anguage, "The treasurer
shal | prepare annual financial statements reflecting the results of
operations of all tribal activities and shall prepare a consoli dated
bal ance sheet in confornmity with General Accepted Accounting
Principles within sixty days after the end of the fiscal year," be
rei ntroduced.

MR. BILL BAKER. W get that with the annua
audit. | mean, they do all of that.

M5. MEREDI TH: Okay. But is there anything
wong with -- since things in this Tribe seens to sonetines get
done, and sonetines not get done, and it gets very nysterious. |
mean, | was under the inpression that you had not yet received, or
you had just received the 1997 audit; is that true or not?

MR BILL BAKER That is true.

M5. MEREDITH: It seens to nme we need | anguage
in the Constitution that says you need sonething within sixty days
after close of business.

MR BILL BAKER | think it's a little further

| did not prepare all of this. This was done at the -- by the
accounting departnent that is trying to match the way business is
done.

The next paragraph is going to speak to certified public
accountants and within six nonths of the fiscal year, but | realize
that's getting ahead.

MS. MEREDI TH.  Well, as | understand it, and
could be very wong, but Jack Baker had attended a Council neeting,
and he was very upset over the fact that there were Councilors who
were asking for financial statenents, and the controller was telling
them that he could not give themto himbecause they hadn't been
audi ted yet.

And Jack, being an accountant, he has called ne three
tinmes every day since to make sure | nentioned this. So |I'm
mentioning this. And | think it's inportant. | think it's very
inmportant. You can't run a tribe if you don't have the financial
i nformation.

MR HANNAH: M. Baker

MR BILL BAKER: | would not accept. | believe
that's going to be discussed in Section 4.



MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, kind lady from
&l ahoma City?
M5. MEREDI TH:  Unl ess sonebody can show ne

where, | do not see that that sanme issue is addressed in Section 4.
So | would like to go ahead and make that a notion -- or notion to
anend.

DELEGATE: Second

MR HANNAH:  And the notion is nmade; there's a
second. And if you would step forward to enter the | anguage with
the scri be.

MR. GOURD: Point of personal confusion.

MR, HANNAH. M. CGourd.

MR. GOURD: Can we nmke that sonething in
Robert's Rules? |I'msorry, I'mlost. | think it's possible at this
point in tinme that the issues need to be separated. The first order
of business for the treasurer should be to present the Council with
sonething for the year that's comng up

And then in a succeedi ng section, or at |east another
sentence, should be the tine frame for which the treasurer or
sonebody needs to cone back and make sonme accounting for the prior
year's operation. And what this does is |like a run-on sentence. So
when we can see the screen again, I'll make a run at it.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well, sir. M. Stopp

MR. STOPP: Would this be a good tine for a
break?

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp brings a very inportant
point here. And the Chair will declare a ten-mnute recess. And
t hose of you who have interest in this section, would strongly
recomend that you spend sone tinme being close to one anot her

(recess taken)

MR. HANNAH: Ladi es and gentlenen, we are
reconvened, and the Sergeant at Arns will call for whatever
del egates are out there to enter the chanbers, and the doors will be
| ocked. We're back in our seats. W're called back fromthe
recess. M. Baker, you are recognized.

MR BILL BAKER Yes, sir, at the break, there
was some di scussion that -- well, before the break there was
di scussion that sonme of what we're tal ki ng about back and forth is
going to be proposed in new | anguage in the section. So |I'm having
caused printed like fifty copies of the proposed entire changes to
this section.

And if we could have -- | would beg on this body to have
a unani nous consent to suspend the rules | ong enough for the acting
controller of the Cherokee Nation to cone forth, who lives with
these rules and regul ati ons, and how we function with the federa
governnment and with these prograns.

And | just think he could answer each and everybody's
guestion so nuch nore thorough and bring us all to the sane page and
understand what we're really trying to do here. And so | would ask
t hat we have a unani nous consent on that.



MR HANNAH: M. Baker has asked for unani nous
consent to suspend the rules for a designated period of tinme to
all ow an official of the Cherokee Nation Accounting Department to
step forward and give an explanation; is that correct, sir?

MR, BILL BAKER  Yes, sir.

MR HANNAH: Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: And there is a second.

M5. MASTERS: | object.

MR. HANNAH.  And you are recogni zed, and what
woul d be your objection?

M5. MASTERS: |If we are going to go back and
reconsi der every section and bring in the staff person that works on
that section and give us history on it, then I think we should do
that on one section

If we are not going to do that on every section, | don't
think we should do it on any section. W're |ooking here toward the
future. We're |ooking here to future governi ng docunents, and we're
not | ooking at history.

MR CORNSILK: M. Chairman.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, ma'am M. Cornsilk,
you are recogni zed

MR. CORNSI LK: Delegate Cornsilk. | rise in
opposition. | believe that the people who are in this room
appoi nted as delegates to this Constitution Convention are capable
of maki ng decisions, and if M. Baker can go out and bring in an
expert, | think | should be able to, and that's going to conplicate
matters.

You know, | don't have any less faith in the controller
than he has, but | think that if we're going to start bringing in a
bunch of people, it could get really sticky if sonething gets
controversial, and people will start claining, "I want to bring in
my expert if you bring in yours."

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, you are recogni zed.

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. Ral ph
Keen, Jr. I'mrising in favor of this proposal to suspend the
rules; let nme explain why.

Up until this point of tine, we have had anpbng our own
body a | earned scholar in the different areas that we' ve been
dealing with, whether it be legal or otherwise. Now we're getting
into principles of accounting that | certainly don't know that nuch
about, and |'ve got cause to believe that there are distinct
differences in the different methods of accounting that | would Iike
to hear sone nmore information on before | feel qualified to make an
i nforned decision. So | would vote that we nake an exception to the
rules in this case. Thank you

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Keen. Dr. Hook, you
are recogni zed

MR. HOOK: M. Chair, | also support this
proposition. Not having a background in accounting, | would wel cone



any additional infornation to help us clarify this.
MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, good doctor. Good | ady
from Okl ahoma City, you are recogni zed

MS. MEREDI TH. | think that since Jack Baker is
an expert in this area and has been around enough that he could
explain this to us very well, but he isn't here, and | think just as

in any organi zation, if you were a stockholder in an organi zation
and you had questions, you would want to hear fromthe controller or
the treasurer of that organization.

I think there is no other place in this Constitution that
we are as in need of expert advice, so if | could, |I think | would
like to say that | would like to hear from M. Vaughan, but with a
time limt of fifteen minutes.

MR. HANNAH.  Ms. Linnenkohl, you are recogni zed.

M5. LINNENKOHL: Del egate Linnenkohl from
Houston. | rise in opposition to this amendnent. | don't
necessarily think that we are here to discuss the way it's currently
bei ng done; we are here to discuss the way it shoul d be done.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, na'am Good lady is
recogni zed

M5. PITTS: Joni Pitts, Fort Gbson. | think if
M. Baker can bring soneone in to speak for himat the tinme that ne
and the lady up here presented our anendment, or whatever you cal
it, we should have been able to produce sone native persons that
were full-blood to stand behind us at that tine. And | don't
believe that would be right for himto do that.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, good |ady from Fort

G bson.
Starr-Scott you are recogni zed
M5. STARR-SCOTT: Starr-Scott, delegate. | rise
in opposition to this. | believe that the people, the Council has
enpowered this body to | ook at these things and nmake t hese
decisions. | think if we allow himto come in, then | have soneone

| would like to come in because he's one of the nen who told me he
didn't know who wrote the check

And we haven't had an audit in four years. So | would
like to have it froma real expert, soneone that | have full faith
and confidence in that can guide ne. And | don't believe at this
tinme that he's the one to do that.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, na'am

Dr. CGourd.

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairman. | would
rise in support of this. As M. Keen pointed out, until today we
had the services avail abl e and naybe shoul d have taken out of tine
of M. Underwood's, who's both a CPA and an attorney who could have
assisted. And our plan was that this section was his presentation

So the problemas it now stands is that the Conmission is also |eft
wi t hout access to soneone to answer.
MR. HANNAH. M. O arke, you are recogni zed.

MR. CLARKE: Thank you. |'m pushed between.



kay. And the reason | feel pushed between is because | do not want
us to get divided again |like we al nost did yesterday afternoon, and
it's sounds like that potentially could happen

As a result of it, | guess I'll just have to stand
against it because | don't want us to be divided. Because we've
done so nmuch good stuff here these past seven days with the spirit
of cooperation. Folks, we're entering the gate. Let's don't do
anything to hang us up and get us to be oppositional. Ckay.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Carke. M.

Silversnith, you are recogni zed

MR SILVERSMTH: |I'm Silversmith from
Kenwood- Salina. |'m speaking in opposition to this because |I heard
a question a while ago that | interpreted as, it was a question of a

person advi sed whether or not if |I sit in roomhere could nake a
deci si on or not make a decision being a del egate here.

And | find that uncalled for, since if | had sonebody to
cone in here and speak up for ne or to cone in telling ne what it is
that they know, | don't think that they would actually be speaking
for me and for the people | represent.

Because the people where |'mat down there, | think
they're down there eating crawdads and havi ng cornbread and stuff
and havi ng good fellowship, talking Cherokee, stuff like that. And
if need be, I'd like to have a Cherokee person cone in here and ask
this stuff in Cherokee, so in case | don't forget that | was
speaki ng for them

| don't like that being in the dark when sonebody starts
talking and | don't understand exactly what they neant. Sone
Cher okee words don't nean the same thing in English. See, and |'m
-- |I've been hunbled in that area. Not to say that | know what
peopl e nean, when | don't. Even though | may be fluent in one

| anguage to the other, |ike you were talking to ne.

| don't know what you said, | like all black people or
what, when you were tal ki ng Cherokee when you said they have a pl ace
and a voice, and we shouldn't vote themout. | don't know what you
said i n Cherokee when you were talking to ne, you might have said
"cornbread is beautiful." Thank you

M5. CHI LSON: M. Chairman.

MR. HANNAH:  ( Cher okee di al ogue) The good | ady
is recognized

M5. CHILSON:. Chilson, Tahlequah. Yes, |'m
against this for the same reasons that | was against conming to this
chamber in the first place, the perceived -- what our people are
| ooki ng at and the perceived undue influence fromthe enpl oyees to
thi s body.

This body has gotten along quite well, although we're not
on the sane level intellectually; | realize that. | don't have the
education that nost of you have. But | do have commpn sense. And
think we all do, and I think we can all bal ance our own checkbooks.

We haven't bounced any checks, and | wonder nmaybe as the Cherokee
Nation. So |'m against it.



MR. HANNAH.  Very well. Dr. Hook, what say you,
sir?

MR. HOOK: M. Chairman, | apol ogetically
reserve the right to change ny nind.

MR. HANNAH.  That fortunately has al ways been
wi th us, good doctor.

MR. HOOK: And having cone fromout of the
i medi ately area and not being sensitive perhaps to all of the

political issues, I've tried to weigh things on their nerits rather
than the political issues involved. But sensing that this a very
sensitive and probably politicized issue, | would rise in opposition

now and suggest that we defer to the expertise of the Comm ssion as
it was originally stated.

MS. STARR-SCOTT: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH:  Point of information by
Starr-Scott.

M5. STARR-SCOTT: Wiy is M. Underwood not
present today?

MR. HANNAH:  And the Chair will answer. M.
Underwood gave his apol ogies to the body |ast evening. Due to the
nature of his business, as stated before, M. Underwood is a
practicing certified public accountant, this of course grows close
to the tax season, and he has al ready dedi cated the bal ance of
personal days that he could allowto do so. He returned to his
busi ness to take care of his practice.

MS. STARR-SCOTT: So he will not be back?

MR HANNAH:  Yes, ma'am he will not.

M5. STARR-SCOTT: \What | was thinking nmaybe we
could table this until he could cone and help us with it.

HANNAH: | amfearful that he will not be
here.
STARR- SCOTT: He is one of the body nenbers.
HANNAH:  Yes, ma'am

HOOK:  Point of clarification.

HANNAH:  Point of clarification, Dr. Hook.
HOOK: |s there perhaps a CPA or soneone
who's a resource avail abl e who woul d be perceived as neutral by
everyone that could hel p?

MR HANNAH: | think the answer within these
chanbers, the answer woul d be no. And outside of the chanmbers, the
Chair would be uncertain.

MR MCREARY: Point of information.

MR, HANNAH:  Point of information from Bl ack

25%%% 3

Gum

MR. McCREARY: CQur good | ady from Gkl ahoma City
made reference to Jack Baker being in that area. |s he coning back,
or does he have that expertise?

M5. MEREDI TH:  As many of you know, Jack had to
| eave because his boss was flying into Cklahoma City for his annual
eval uation. But Jack tells ne that his boss is going to -- since



he's getting the flu, is going to be catching a plane tonorrow
norni ng at el even, and Jack is very hopeful that as soon as he puts
his boss on the plane, he can head back up this way.

MR HANNAH:.  That woul d be sonewhere around
three o' cl ock.

M. Qunter, you are recognized.

MR. GUNTER: Jerry Gunter, Delegate. | worked
for about ten years with the Dallas County Community Col | ege
District as the head of the district departnent as one of
educational institution. W had an annual payroll of about one
hundred twenty mllion dollars, so |I'mnot talking about budget; 1'm
just tal ki ng about payroll.

Qur budgeting process was very cunbersone and a | ot of
troubl e because you dealt with very big figures. And we were
mandat ed by the Board of Directors to produce reports, but then it
was |left up to the policy and procedures manual as to when those
reports should be submtted

And ny question would be, is the Constitution a place for
us to tell the Council the timng of the report they need to
facilitate budgeting and to receive the report of previous budget
actions? It seenms nore of an administrative matter to ne than a
constitutional matter.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well, M. Qunter. Do any
other delegates rise to bring debate with regard to the notion that
is before us, which is by M. Baker, asking for consent of this
group, unaninous | mght add, consent, to bring M. Vaughan to the
chanber s?

MR. STOPP: Call for the question

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called. |Is there a
second?

MS. MASTERS: Point of clarification

MR HANNAH:  Point of clarification.

MS. MASTERS: He asked for unani nous consent.
It's already non.

MR. HANNAH. The Chair will rule. And young
| ady, your point.

M5. MEREDITH: M point was going to be that |
t hought -- when M. Baker suggested this, | thought it would be a
good idea just as a resource for information. | certainly did not
want to divide this group. | think we have worked very well

together, and | would respectfully ask M. Baker if he would
wi t hdraw hi s notion.

MR BILL BAKER  So done.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you very much. Therefore,
| anguage will be corrected.

The floor is open for debate, and M. Stopp, you are

recogni zed

MR. STOPP: Gary Stopp, Cherokee County,
del egate. | would like to make a notion that we strike "ninety
days" and say "sixty days prior to beginning of each fiscal year."



M5. MEREDI TH: What are you trying to do?

MR. STOPP: On Baker's proposal, at |east ninety
days.

MR. HANNAH:  One nonent, folks. One nonent.
One nonment, now. Let's all get back together here. What we have
are two proposals here, and the |ast one that we had was one that
was initiated by Del egate Meredith.

So let's return to the discussion on the Meredith

proposal. Let's return to that one first. And the floor is open
for debate. And the good |ady from Texas is recogni zed.
MS. SCOIT: | would like to nake a notion that

we table this whole section until we have M. Baker back in our
presence and nove on to the next section. Jack Baker

MR. HANNAH. The Chair is always interested in
gi ving information.

M5. SCOTT: Wuld it be appropriate to ask --

MR. HANNAH.  Chair is always interested in
giving infornation. And once again, he would rem nd the good
Del egate that you have certain disability, but sinmply --

M5. SCOIT: Lead ne in the right direction

MR. HANNAH: | always | ead you in the right
direction. Thank you for a good delegate that sawto it that the
good man had an opportunity to find his way out of Houston, so thank
you very nuch.

But the young | ady from Ckl ahoma City rem nds M. Baker
is unavail able to depart from Cklahona City until eleven a. m
tonmorrow norning; is that correct, na'am

MS. MEREDI TH. That's what | understand.

MR. HANNAH:  The Chair lives in Norman,

&l ahoma, and will tell you it is three hours to Tahl equah from nost
likely that particular location. That would be tonorrow, and just
beware of that information.

M5. SCOTT: Perhaps, | should say we shoul d just
nove on to the next section and conme back to this one after we have
proceeded t hrough the rest of the sections.

MR. HANNAH.  The good del egate has arisen to
nove to table this section.

M5. SCOIT: Yes, | have. Thank you

MR STOPP: Point of information.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.

MR, STOPP: Just to clarify. W have eighteen
articles, right, that we are going to | ook at?

MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.

MR STOPP: And this is Article I X?

MR. HANNAH:  The good del egate by way of his
qguestioning is |eading where, sir?

MR. STOPP: That we have eight articles to go
t hrough, so nore than likely, we are not going to get through al
articles today.

MR. HANNAH.  The good del egate i s about



supposition, and the Chair would rem nd sonme of the del egates that
sonme of our articles consist of one sentence or one paragraph
And so there's a notion before us to table this
particul ar section
DELEGATE: Second
MR HANNAH:. There is a second.
And hearing no opposition, all of those in favor --

MR. WHEELER: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH. Point of information, M. Weeler

MR. WHEELER: Was the notion to table this
section?

MR. HANNAH. Secti on.

MR. WHEELER: Not the article?

MR. HANNAH. Not the article. Table the
section.

MBS

SCOTT: | wanted to table this article?
Section. Section

MR. HANNAH.  Young | ady said "section"; Chair
said "section"; we all said "section." Al of those in favor of
tabling Section 3, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH.  And it goes to the table. Thank
you very nuch. Dr. Gourd, you're recognized

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. | nake a
noti on to approve the | anguage contained in Section 4. "The Counci
shall require that records be naintained of all funds, nonies,
accounts, and indebtedness."

MR. CORNSILK: M. Chairnan, point of order

MR HANNAH:  Point of order, M. Cornsilk

MR. CORNSI LK: W' ve been handed a piece of
i nformati on here that | believe has cone from outside of this body.

It's information from Don Vaughan, and | woul d suggest that we
gather it up.

MR. HANNAH. The Chair is unaware. Tell you
what, folks. Just a nminute here.

MR BILL BAKER M. Chairman.

MR HANNAH: M. Baker

MR. BILL BAKER: This was what this | anguage was
coming from | asked it be prepared, and | asked it be assimlated
to the body so that they could study the whole thing and take
everything into context.

MR. HANNAH: Al right, delegates. Delegates,
everyone will be attentive. Everyone will be attentive. Now,
folks, we've cone a long way to get to this point in tine.

And we have in fact had a great deal of papers being
di ssem nated and things throughout the convention by del egates, and
we are here in close proximty to one another, and the paper, as the
Chair reviews it, is in fact the sane docunent, | believe, that was



i ntroduced as a notion earlier; is that correct, M. Baker?

MR BILL BAKER That is correct.

MR. HANNAH:  And so this is not information that
has not been seen by this body.

(out burst of cheering)

Jack, you don't even know why this is going on

MR. JACK BAKER: | have a feeling |I should wal k
back out.

MR. HANNAH. | have a feeling you should run out
t he door.

The Chair would like to point out that a nman from Chewey
has never been greeted in that fashion, and nost likely will never
again. But you should take your seat, M. Baker, and we're glad to
see you here.

MR CORNSILK: M. Chairman.

MR HANNAH: M. CornsilKk.

MR. CORNSI LK: Delegate Cornsilk would like to
apol ogi ze to M. Baker and this body.

MR. HANNAH:  Del egates, and we're going to get
back to business because that's what we're about, but the Chair
woul d take a few seconds to say that this is exactly what keeps this
del egation moving forward for our people. There's an opportunity
for us to come together. Passion, as the Chair said the other day
is exactly what every del egate nust possess to be the best del egate
possi ble. Keeping it in check and keeping it directed toward the
work of the day is exactly what we are all about. Thank you so
nmuch, gentl enen.

So with that, the Chair would renm nd us that we are about
the introduction of Section 4.

MS. LI NNENKCHL: Point of order

MR HANNAH:  Point of order, Ms. Linnenkohl

M5. LINNENKOHL: It's okay for this section to
get that handout, too?

MR. HANNAH.  No, we're going to discrimnate
agai nst you. Yes, nmm'am you nay.

M5. LINNENKOHL: |'m not going to get slapped on
t he hand?

MR. HANNAH.  No, nma'am The Chair woul d point
out and rem nd all the del egates that not a hand has been sl apped
during the entirety, nor faces.

The delegates will be notified that if there is any
del egate here that wishes to provide information for other
del egates, and you feel that you are in need of copy services, the
Commission will see to it at Conmi ssion's expense that that is taken
care of.

There is no delegate in the roomthat should have a
feeling that | do not have the ability to be able to share with ny
fell ow del egates nmy thoughts before this Comm ssion because | don't
have the ability to nake a copy. That can in fact be done. You
sinmply bring it to the Chair, and we will assist you in doing so, by



way of information.
Dr. CGourd, you are recognized.

MR GOURD: M. Chairnman, | would make first a
notion to bring fromthe table Section 3, now that our m ssing
del egat e has returned.

MR. HANNAH: There's a notion to reintroduce
Section 3, bring it fromthe table, | should say. |Is there a
second?

THE DELEGATES: Second.

MR. HANNAH:  And hearing no opposition, all of
those in favor, signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye.

MR. HANNAH.  And all of those opposed said "no."

And Section 3 has been brought fromthe table. No
pressure, Jack.

MR STOPP: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH:  Point of information.

MR. STOPP: Wi ch proposal are we working on, or
are we working all inits entirety?

MR. HANNAH. We, sir, are working at this
current time, remenber, in reverse order. W have two proposals
before us at this tine. The Meredith proposal at the bottom of the
screen, which is a strike and substitution, is at debate at this
time. And the good |lady fromthe west is recognized.

M5. MASTERS: | certainly don't want to | ose our
ability to have a special person with us and our del egate here, but
I would |ike to suggest that naybe the naker of the notion would
want to withdraw it until our colleague can get caught up a little
bit and not go right back to it at this point. |If we could give him
alittle tine.

MR. HANNAH.  That woul d be you, Mary Ellen.

MS. MEREDI TH.  Yes, | would nove to table.
Chewey people are a little slow

MR JOHN KEEN: Point of information.

MR, HANNAH: Just a second here, | want to nake
sure that they understand what went on, and then we'll help you,
sir. That lady over there was nmaking remarks that it would actually
be wi t hdrawn, your notion would be wi thdrawn, your proposal woul d be
wi t hdrawn, and you were about to nake a notion to table.

M5. MASTERS: M. Gourd is the one that nade a
notion to bring it off the table.

MR HANNAH: That's true, he did, and we voted
onit, and it's off the table.

MR. JOHN KEEN. Mdtion to lay it on the table.

MR. HANNAH.  Pardon? There's a notion to put
Section 3 on the table. |Is there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second.

M5. MASTERS: Call the question.

MR. HANNAH.  Now, folks, I'Il tell you what,
just hang on a second, okay. |If you'll stay with the Chair, we'll



make it through this. W've already had the question called, and
the Chair is listening for a second. 1Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very much. And hearing
no opposition, all of those in favor of tabling Section 3, signify
by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no"

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH.  And, therefore, it lays upon the
tabl e.

MR CLARKE: Abstain.

MR HANNAH:  And M. C arke abstai ns,
respectful ly.

That woul d put us back to recognition of Dr. Gourd and
Section 4.

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairman. | would
make a notion that the | anguage contained in Section 4 be approved
as follows:

"The Council shall require that records be naintained of
all funds, nonies, accounts, and indebtedness, and all other
accounts bearing upon the fiscal interest of the Cherokee Nation by
the use of a Uniform System of Accounting, which records and
financial statenents shall be audited by a certified public
accountant or as otherwi se may be prescribed by the Council prior to
t he subm ssion of said accounts to the Council."

MR. HANNAH.  Mdtion is before you; is there a
second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a second. The floor is
open for debate, and the good lady fromCalifornia is the
recogni zed

M5. MASTERS: Request to consider a friendly
amendnent there in the section that's before, we have used the words
"CGenerally Accounting Principles,"” and in this one we used "Uniform
System of Accounting." | would like us to bring that together, and
use the | anguage that is in the Section 3, "Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles."

MR. HANNAH:  Kind | ady, this | anguage cones from
the 1975 Constitution w thout change fromthe Conmi ssion; therefore,
a friendly anendnent would not be in order. You would have, of
course, have nmde that statenent being an anendnent, correct?

Since that would not be the case, we'll just kind of nove al ong here
with -- okay, so now you've made an anendnent. |s there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a second. Floor is open
for debate

MR. GOURD: Just point of clarification. |
bel i eve she also nentioned in reference to the | anguage in Section
3, but there is no Section 3 yet because it's on the table.



MR. KEEN, JR : Is this |anguage correct?

M5. MASTERS: Yes.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. The language is on the
screen. And, M. Baker, you are recogni zed. How do you rise on the
i ssue?

MR JACK BAKER  Yes, | would second that we add
the term"CGenerally Accepted Accounting Principles."”

MR. HANNAH:.  You speak in favor, thank you
Does anyone in rise in opposition?

MR LITTLEJCOHN: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH:  Point of information, M.
Littlejohn.

MR. LITTLEJOHN. |Is that the proper term or is
there not another CGenerally Accepted Gover nnent Accounting
Principles? Do we not inquire of our fellow del egate here, the CPA
to help us?

MR. JACK BAKER: | would say that Generally
Accepted Accounting Principles is fine.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you. M. Baker, are you
about -- M. Scott, you are recogni zed

MR. SCOIT: M. Chairnan, Scott, delegate. |
have read this and Section 2 up there several times before I could
figure out whether we're tal ki ng about the sane authority or
sonething different. And | finally figured out that what | believe
this Section 4 is talking about is a Uniform System of Accounti ng,
and so forth, should be used rather than that the Council shal
require that records be nmintained.

And | nake a -- | think there's been a suggestion that we
rearrange the paragraph so that it begins with the use of a Uniform
System of Accounting. The rest of it there. But sonebody woul d
need to work on the English, the style. | think sonmething to that
ef fect woul d be hel pful in understanding what we're tal ki ng about,
rather than what we dealt with up in Section 2 that keep the
records.

MR. HANNAH: Del egate Scott, would you indul ge
us by allowing us to continue debate on the anendnent that is before
us at this tinme and see how that plays, unless your anmendnent woul d
directly affect that piece, | wuld ask that you allow the debate to
continue without initiating yet another anendrment at this tine.
Wul d that be all right, sir?

MR. SCOTT: Yes, that would be good at this
time, but whatever we cone up with, just nake sure you can tell what
you are dealing with.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well, and we will take that
adnoni ti on here today.

M. Stopp, you are recognized.

MR STOPP: |I'mlost; where are we?

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, the Chair helps you to
your place again, and we are on Section 4, and we are debating the
noti on that was brought by the good |ady fromthe west to strike the



phr ase,

of, "Generally Accepted Accounti

cl osed parenthesis. How do you
MR. STOPP:

we're tal king about a Uniform System of Accounti ng.

about a systemversus the practi
accounting, GAAP, so we're getti
It needs to be there,

this. It says,

by the use and of an,
accounting system adhering to --

"Uni form System of Accounting,” and to include the | anguage

ng Principles," parenthesis, "GAAP,"
stand on the issue?
Agai nst the wording of it. | think
We're tal king
ce -- the principles of the
ng confused here.
but et me offer an amendnent to

where it says "use of," an
striking "general accounting

practices," period after practices. After "GAAP," period
That would be the friendly anmendnent, the first one, and

then I now need to go on. Bill John, are you follow ng that?

MR BILL BAKER | am

MR. STOPP: And then | would add striking which
-- can you give nme sone bottom screen?

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp

MR STOPP: Yes, sir.

MR. HANNAH.  |'mvery sorry, sir. The Chair is

not here to squelch this line,
careful about how many of these
screen at the sanme tine,

here.

So right now, if you
Chair, and you do not
rule, but if you would w thdraw

return to the debate on the stri
generated by the good | ady from

MR. STOPP:
woul d i ndul ge nme for a second.

MR, HANNAH:
out.

MR. STOPP:
ago.

MR, HANNAH:

MR. STOPP:
sheet --

MS. MASTERS

MR. STOPP:

MS. MASTERS
that's why we're --

MR. STOPP:
this anendnent, is to come back

MS. STROUD:

MR, HANNAH:

MS. STROUD:
peanut gallery.

MR, HANNAH:
are no peanut galleries here in

but fol ks,

or we're going to get

have to if you do not wish

we' ve got to be very
anendnents that we get up on the
in sone big trouble
sir,

woul d, if you would indulge the

and the body will

this motion for just a noment, we'll
ke and the addition that has been
California.

kay. I'mlost, but if the Chair

What we passed out a few minutes ago
We have cone very close to passing
What we passed out a few nminutes

Yes.
If you'll look at Section 4 on that
We don't have that sheet --
It was passed out up here --
Well, all of us don't have it, so
That's where we're getting to on
and say -- M. Chairnman, | think --
A point of clarity.
Point of clarity, yes, ma'am
W' re confused down here in the

The Chair would remind that there
these the tribal chanbers. W are



all seated as equal del egates.

M5. STROUD: Are we trying to get to an
accounting systemwhere you can't coningle, each office has to be
listed? |Is that what we're trying to do with this section?

MR. HANNAH: The Chair does not know what we're
trying to do with this section. The Chair is only trying to control
-- the Chair is attenpting to control the debate that we have, and
right now what we are considering is a notion to strike out the
| anguage, "Uniform System of Accounting," and we're going -- if we
nove al ong, we would replace that with "General ly Accepted
Accounting Principles" or "GAAP." That's what we're debating at
this tinme.

M5. MLLER Call the question

MR. HANNAH.  The question has been called. |Is
there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH. And there is, and hearing no
opposition --

MR. KEEN, JR : Objection

MR. HANNAH.  And there is an objection. M.
Keen.

MR. KEEN, JR : Maybe | can raise this by way of

poi nt of information.

MASTERS: We're in the niddle of a vote.
. CORNSI LK:  Point of information is
privilege. You can do that.

MR. HANNAH.  Ladi es and gentlenmen, the Chair
recogni zed the gentleman, and the Chair will be supported in his
deci sion by the parlianentarian, not by the audi ence. Manager Keen
you're recogni zed
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MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. Ral ph
Keen, Jr. delegate, and | amstill unclear in nmy mnd whether there
is any difference between Uniform System of Accounting or Generally
Accepted Accounting Principles.

| would like to have just a little bit of expertise to
help ne clarify this in nmy mnd, so | could know what |'mvoting on
And so if there are any nenbers of this body that can help clarify
that question, | would appreciate it.

MS. MASTERS: As the naker of the motion, | can
answer that.

MR. BILL BAKER: Go right ahead.

MR. KEEN, JR : Unless she is a certified public
accountant, | would prefer that we hear from soneone who's truly an
expert in the field.

MR. HANNAH. Del egate will be seated. M.

Baker .

MR. JACK BAKER: The generally accepted term is
Ceneral |y Accepted Accounting Principles. But | really see no big
di fference between Uni form System of Accounting and General ly
Accepted Accounting Principles. | would have no problemw th either



wor di ng.

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, sir.

MR HOOK: Point of clarification.

MR HANNAH:  Point of clarification, Dr. Hook.

MR. HOOK: In the original Constitution, the
1975 Constitution, the | anguage as presented by the Comm ssion does
not change that, correct?

MR. HANNAH: That's correct, sir.

MR HOOK: | would Iike to know if there are any
specific problens that have arisen in the last twenty years with
this section that we're addressing.

MR. KEEN, JR : | cannot address that.

MR. HANNAH. | was going to say, M. Keen, you
will not go there.

MR BILL BAKER: If it's in order, | can answer

t hat .

MR. HANNAH.  And we are sharing information.
M. Baker, you are recognized.

MR. BILL BAKER: I n Section 4, it ends up saying
that the financial statenents shall be audited by a certified public
accountant or otherwi se may be prescribed by Council prior to
submi ssion of said accountants to Council. That has been a problem

You know, everybody | think has heard that the Counci
wants to see it, and this that and the other before it's audited and
all. So if you read through this, that has presented a problem

I"I'l lend to Del egate Jack Baker, that one of those words
m ght be the sane as the other, but in the federal audits and stuff,
normal |y they use the other phrase.

And so we're just trying to get it to where the federa
auditors and everybody is calling everything the sane thing. And
there's no hidden agenda here or anything, other than just to nake
it work the way it needs to work.

DELEGATE: Call the question

DELEGATE: Second

MR HANNAH: W are, therefore, with no further
calls for clarification, we are now back to our vote. Question has
been call ed, and the Chair has heard a second, and the Chair hears
no opposition.

And if you vote in the affirmative, then the phrase,

"Uni form System of Accounting” will be stricken, and the | anguage,
"CGenerally Accepted Accounting Principles," or "GAAP," will be
i ncluded. Does everyone understand? The Chair will |ook for nods.

Very well. Al those in favor, signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH.  And it carries, and the | anguage is
stricken, and the | anguage is added. M. Baker, you are recognized.

MR. BILL BAKER: | stepped up too late awhile
ago. | would like to offer a strike everything up there and use the



wording that is on this handout. And | think it clarifies
everything and takes care of all the problens and woul d serve us
well in this Constitution

MR HANNAH: M. Baker noves to strike Section 4
and to substitute, and the |anguage will appear on the screen if
there's a second. |s there a second?

DELEGATE: |'Il second

MR. HANNAH.  And the Chair was being
presunptuous that nost of you are reading this, or have read it, or
we've in fact heard it before. Go ahead, Bill, and read it for us,
woul d you pl ease?

MR. BILL BAKER: "The Council shall require the
records be nmaintained of all funds, nonies, accounts, and
i ndebt edness, and all other accounts bearing upon the fisca
i nterest of the Cherokee Nation by the use of an accounting system
adhering to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. The annua
financial statenent shall be audited by a certified public
accountant and presented to the Tribal Council within six nonths
followi ng the end of each year."

MR. HANNAH:  And that is the notion. The Chair
hears a second, and the floor is open for debate. And, M. Lay, you
are recogni zed

And the kind lady from Tahl equah is recognized.

M5. HAMMONS: Thank you, M. Chairman. The only
opposition | have to this is that we reference in the fina
sentence, "and the financial statenent shall be audited by a
certified public accountant," et cetera. That refers back to
Section 3, which we haven't addressed yet, so we don't have any
financial statenents yet. As to the first sentence, | don't have
any objection and | stand in support.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very much. M. Stopp
you are recogni zed

MR CORNSI LK: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH:  Yes, sir, M. Cornsilk, point of
i nformation.

MR. CORNSILK: [I'mnot trying to be contrary or
nit-picky, but I was wondering why the "the" was taken out or added
in. Says here in the proposed anendnent by the Comm ssion, "The
Council shall require that records be nmaintained," and in Section 4
of their proposal, it says, "the Council shall require that the
records be maintained." And | don't understand the difference and
the significance of "the" missing or being in there.

MR. HANNAH:  Ckay. Your question, if the Chair
under stands, and please stay with him is with regard to "the" and
"that" between the '75 Constitution and the proposal by the
Conmi ssi on?

MR. CORNSI LK: Are you asking ne sonet hi ng?

MR. HANNAH:  Yeah, |I'mgetting ready to ask you
sonet hi ng.

MR. CORNSI LK:  Ask away.



MR. HANNAH. |Is your question, your point of
clarification with regard to -- M. Keen, you draw cl ose here --
with regard to | anguage between the '75 Constitution and the
proposal by the Conmi ssion?

MR. CORNSILK: And the proposal by M. Baker

There is a "the" missing or added. It sounds like in Section 4 of
M. Baker's proposal, it says, "that the records be maintained."
And that sounds like if I wite sonmething down, |1'mgoing to

mai ntai n that.

Whereas in the proposal by the Commission and in the
Constitution in 1975, it says "that records be nmintained," which
sound |like a greater directive. And |I'mnot an English major, so
Di ane m ght be able to help us here, but that sounds like there's a
difference in those two.

MR HANNAH:. The Chair woul d state that the
section in the '75 Constitution reads, "that the Council shal
require that records be nmintained," and the proposal by the
Conmi ssion stated that "the Council shall require that records be
mai ntai ned." The | anguage was not changed, and so your question
woul d be between the | anguage that is before us and M. Baker?

MR CORNSILK: That is correct.

MR HANNAH: So M. Baker?

MR. BILL BAKER: Typo, | guess. | had the
original as being, the apparently when they typed it up, my copy got
wWr ong.

MR. CORNSILK: It just sounds to nme like the
"the" changes the intent.

MR. HANNAH. Once again, the Chair would read
fromthe '75 Constitution. "The Council shall require that records
be maintained of all funds, nonies, accounts, and indebtedness," and
SO on.

MR CORNSILK: M. Baker has asked for a
friendly amendnent, and | woul d nake such

MR. BILL BAKER: And |I would accept that.

MR CORNSILK: To strike the word "the."

MR. HANNAH. We're not going to strike the '75
Constitution. W're not going to do that.

MR. CORNSILK: That's not where we're going.

MR. HANNAH.  We're going to work with the one on
the top here. kay. The Chair sees where we are, and he will help
us all get back. As the |language is being presented at this tine,
it reads, "The Council shall require that records," which is
identical to the proposal by the Comission, and it is identical to
the 1975 Constitution.

And the Chair is still uncertain about where the word
"the" is. What we're working with, |adies and gentlenen, is on the
screen. And we have M. Baker's proposal; it has been seconded.

We're open for debate. And M. Stopp -- M. Baker, you are
recogni zed
MR. CORNSI LK: Now -- point of order



MR HANNAH:  Point of order, M. Cornsilk

MR CORNSILK: |Is Section 4 on this sheet of
paper that was handed out by M. Baker before us?

MR. HANNAH. The Chair will see the piece of
paper. And he will tell you the answer is no. This piece of paper
reads, "the Council shall require that the records,” and what is on
the screen states, "the Council shall require that" -- don't put the
up there -- that records, which is identical to the '75 Constitution
and identical to the presentation by the managers of the Conmi ssion

MR. CORNSI LK:  Thank you

MR. HANNAH. M. Baker, do you wish to have the
word "the"?

MR, BlILL BAKER  No.

MR. HANNAH. So in a novel approach, we wll
deal with what we're dealing with. And M. Baker, you are stil
recogni zed

MR. JACK BAKER: Thank you. Del egate Jack Baker
from Chewey. | speak in favor of this anendnent because it seens
quite clear to me. The problem| had with the old one was what the
ot her Del egate Baker said, was that they had to be audited prior to
t he subm ssion of said accounts to the Council

And | want to be sure that the Council has access to al
the records at any tinme and can receive nonthly unaudited
statenments. And that's why | wanted to strike. That was the only
real problem | had, was striking the last part, prior to subm ssion
of said accounts to the Council, it had to be audited.

MR. HANNAH.  Very wel |, thank you, sir. M.

St opp, you are recogni zed.

MR. STOPP: Gary Stopp, del egate, Cherokee
County. As practiced today, they are getting nonthly financial
statenents that are unaudited, because they audit at the end of the

year. | rise in support of this amendment. | believe it's fair.
It gets into, "the annual financial statenments shall be audited by a
certified public accountant." That goes into having CPAs | ook at

it.
Above that, where we were talking earlier on the use of
an accounting systeminherent to GAAP principles. That's where we

were trying to get to earlier, gets that in there. | think this is
a very strong section.

I would recommend -- Diane, | think brought it up
Section 3 needs to be nodified to i nclude some of this |anguage up
inthere as well. So | do support Section 4.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, sir. How do you rise on
the issue, Del egate Scott?

MR. SCOTT: | rise in support of the issue here,
but | have what | hope is a friendly amendment to nmake it nore
readable. Strike the word "nany."

MR. HANNAH.  One nonent, M. Scott. Before you
start that friendly anmendnent, perhaps the author would be in the
room



DELEGATE: He's here.

MR. HANNAH.  Ckay. Thank you. M. Baker,
you're about to receive a friendly anendnent. M. Scott, please
proceed.

MR, SCOIT: | would start the sentence with the
words, "records shall be" -- well, the records of all funds and
nmoni es, and so forth, on down to, "the financial interest of the
Cher okee Nation shall be naintained by a" --

Bl LL BAKER: Point of personal privilege

2

just a second, please.
HANNAH: M. Baker.
. BILL BAKER: Could we call this the Baker
and Baker, and let Jack stand up to this, please?
MR HANNAH:  We will call this the Baker and
Baker Show. And M. Scott, you are proposing still your friendly
anendnent. W just have an extra set of ears to hear you, sir.
MR. SCOIT: How nuch did you hear?
MR. BILL BAKER: Jack didn't hear any of it.
MR, JACK BAKER. No, | didn't.
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MR SCOIT: kay, I'Il start off again. |In the
Section 4, delete "the Council shall require that the" -- and again,
with the capital "R " records, delete "shall be maintained." So it

reads, "Record of all funds, nonies, accounts and indebtedness and
all other accounts varying upon the financial interest of the

Cher okee Nation shall be naintained by a Uniform -- or whatever we
cone up with here.

And that's the extent of it. Because down at the end, we
say, "it's prescribed by the Council," so | don't think -- | think
the Constitution would prescribe that the record be maintai ned.

MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, gentlenen?

MR. JACK BAKER: | would say no. Because we've
given the Council authority for taking care of the records, and it's
their responsibility, so they should have the authority here to be
sure that they're nmintained.

MR. HANNAH  Very well. M. Scott, do you
wi t hdraw or do you wi sh to anmend?

MR. SCOIT: kay, | w thdraw.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, sir. Does anyone rise
i n opposition?

MR DOWNI NG Point of information, | think.

MR. HANNAH. Ckay. Point of infornation, M.
Downi ng.

MR DOMWNING | have read this one half a dozen
times and that one and the one before. | wonder if the Baker boys

MR. BILL BAKER: Could you add "fabul ous"?
MR. DOMNING Could briefly explain the
di fferences between -- | know two of them But explain the
di fference between this proposal and the one that we had on the
floor.
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HANNAH: Okay. The original. And by way of
original, you're speaking to the one submtted by the Commttee.

MR. DOMNI NG The ones that we passed. The one
we passed.

MR. HANNAH.  The one we passed?

MR DOMNING We didn't pass it?

MR. HANNAH:.  No.

MR. DOMNI NG  Sorry about that.

MR. HANNAH. That's okay. The one we started
wi t h.

MR. DOMNING \Well, maybe | can clarify this

The one that had "GAAP" in it.

MR KEEN, JR.: W did not vote on it.

MR. HANNAH:  Yeah, we didn't pass it, we had
voted on it, and we voted --

MR BILL BAKER And then | -- this is to strike
it and add this |anguage.

MR. DOWNI NG The one before this amendnent.

MR HANNAH:.  Just a noment. | want to make sure
this kind gentleman is here. The |anguage was in fact accepted and
it's there on the screen, but of course, the notion they' re dealing
with is to strike

MR. STOPP: Friendly anendnent, M. Chairnman

MR HANNAH: | think | want to nmake sure that
this kind man who has raised -- he has raised for point of
i nfornati on and asked these gentlenmen to explain the differences
between two those, and | will allowthemto do that first before we
hear your anendnent.

MR. BILL BAKER: Basically, the origina
| anguage had -- as anended, had a proposal of changing from
CGeneral |y Accepting Accounting Principal, and before Jack said that,
you know, the other |anguage neant the sane.

So in essence, the only difference in that other |anguage
and this is that we dropped the requirenents that it be audited

prior to submission to the Council. |In other words, the Council can
get it ongoing and before.
And other than that, | don't know that we changed it

dramatically, but rather than pieceneal it, changing CGenerally
Accepted Accounting, striking this line, striking this, it just
al nost seemed advant ageous for us to strike everything and add this
| anguage, and that way we night end up with one vote and get on down
the road. And that's how | understand it. Jack might understand it
alittle bit differently.

MR. JACK BAKER: Right, | agree.

MR. HANNAH  Very well. M. Stopp, you are
recogni zed

MR. STOPP: Gary Stopp, Cherokee County,
del egate. |If we can go down to the fourth |ine down fromthe right
where it says, "Generally."

MR. HANNAH: "General ly Accepted,"” sir?



MR STOPP: Right.

MR. HANNAH:  "Adhering to Generally Accepted.”

MR. STOPP: Right. Capitalize "Generally
Accepted Accounting Principles," parenthesis, "GAAP."

MR. HANNAH.  That's actually what they're
proposing to strike, sir.

MR. STOPP: |'msorry, | thought we were up on
the top line.

MR HANNAH:  Well, what we have is -- and the
Bakers will attend to the Chair for a nonment, is that this gentlenman
is proposing to reintroduce the |anguage that you are suggesting
that we strike. And is in fact, the Chair correct, and it is your
proposal that the bottom | anguage be stricken and that this | anguage
be added; is that correct?

MR BILL BAKER That is correct.

MR. HANNAH.  And so, M. Stopp, by doing so, we
woul d be --

MR. STOPP: It would be a friendly anendnent.

MR. HANNAH: That's true, if in fact they're
willing to give way on striking what they have presented to strike.

MS. MASTERS: There at the end of the first
sentence, they are the words at the end of the first sentence.

MR. HANNAH:  Ckay, Just a nonment here. And so
you're sinply wanting to capitalize?
STOPP: Right.
HANNAH:  And to put in parenthesis.
STOPP:  And parent hesi ze --
HANNAH:  And they'll accept, and that shal
be done. Thank you
LAY: M. Chairman.
HANNAH. M. Lay, you are recogni zed.
LAY: Delegate Lay. | would Iike to propose
an anendnent to this. After the word "nmintained," place, "can be
provided to Council."

M5. SILVERSM TH:  Point of personal information.

Poi nt of personal information. Soneone brought up, does the

Council get to see these records before they're audited?

MR. STOPP: darification -- help.

MR, HANNAH:  Yes.

MR. STOPP: The current practice is that they
are. They get those on a nonthly basis as of COctober of '98.

M5. SILVERSM TH: | guess |'m asking, they get
to see these records before they're submtted to the accountant?

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, can you answer "yes"
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or
"no?"

STOPP:  Yes.

SILVERSM TH:  They do

STARR- SCOTT: They do now.

. HANNAH.  And we are back to M. Lay's
friendly anmendnent to the Bakers.
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MR. LAY: Actually, it's a proposed anendrent,
whet her it's friendly or not.

MR. HANNAH. Let's see if they'|ll take it that
way.

MR. LAY: "WII naintain and be provided to
Counci | . "

MR, JACK BAKER. M. Chair.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.

MR. JACK BAKER: Could | ask Delegate Lay to
pl ease hold off on his notion until we hear the other notion here.
It may clarify and take care or the sane thing.

MR LAY: Well, I"'mtrying to clarify nyself,
sir, sol'd like to propose that.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, Jack. You will be
seated, and M. Lay you will continue.

MR LAY: After the words "fiscal interests,"”
"including, but not Iimted to any and all outside business interest
of the Tribe." Thank you

MR. HANNAH. Al right. M. Lay, is that the
scope of your proposal ?

MR. LAY: Yes, sir. But I'dlike to speak in
favor, if | may.

MR HANNAH: Let's see first of all if this

woul d make its way as a friendly anendnent. |If not, then you would
nove on the floor for this. W would see if it would have a second.
At that point, | will allow you to give rationale for it and we

woul d open the floor for debate. Ckay. Are we all clear on this?

What say you, Bakers?

MR. JACK BAKER: The ol der Baker says no.

MR HANNAH:  You neke this as a notion. |Is
there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There is a second. The floor is
open for debate, and prior to, M. Lay, you may explain the
rati onal e for your proposal

MR. LAY: Thank you. We struck out the | anguage
there that allows the Council the power to see this material. Right
now sonetines they're not able to see it -- put back in. W're also
all owi ng them an access to see the outside business interest that
sonebody brought up a while ago CNE, CNI. They're not always able
to see sone of this material. This takes care of that. Thank you

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Lay. Does anyone
rise in opposition to the Lay proposal ?

Young | ady from Ckl ahonma City.

M5. MEREDITH. | rise to amend that we recess
for ten mnutes and |l et these people talk together

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a notion to recess for ten
m nutes and a second.

Heari ng no objection, all of those in favor, signify by



sayi ng "aye.

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no." And
we are at recess for ten minutes.

(recess taken)

MR. HANNAH.  And we still have some good work to
progress through here, so we're going to be about the process of
wor ki ng.  When we get things underway, folks, the Chair is going to
direct that this door, after we are all in and seated, will be
|l ocked. And so if any delegate would wish to exit the chanbers,
they'll need to do so through the back door

MR JOHN KEEN: Point of order.

MR HANNAH:  Point of order, M. Keen

MR. JOHN KEEN. That's a long way to go to get
ny pop.

MR. HANNAH.  The Chair woul d suggest that M.
Keen woul d burn a few calories on the way to get that pop. And,
therefore, it would be a good high caloric --

And where we are is M. Lay has introduced the |anguage
that you see in bold that says, "and be provided to Council and
i ncluding" -- not "and," but "including, but not limted to any and
all outside business interest." WM. Lay, that is in fact your --

MR LAY: Alnpbst. Put an "S" on interest.

MR. HANNAH:  And we had a second and it was in
fact placed on the screen

MR. BILL BAKER: M. Chairnman, during the break
we decided that that was friendly.

MR. JACK BAKER: And the Bakers agree to accept
it as a friendly.

MR HANNAH:  You know, that's what | |ove about
this delegation, the ability to change our nind Iike this.

MR JACK BAKER W had to think about it.
Chewey peopl e think slowy.

MR. HANNAH. M. Lay, you were nuch friendlier
than we originally thought. Therefore, hearing no objection from
t he second of the Bakers, the | anguage is added. And the floor is
open for debate, and the good nan fromDallas is recognized.

MR. GUNTER: Gunter, delegate. This section
deals with the audited annual report, and | think that by adding the
addi ti onal sentence at the end of the |anguage that's been added, to
the affect that unaudited reports will be submitted as required by
the Council, will give themclear authority to receive reports as
they need to conduct business.

MR. BILL BAKER: Have you noticed how friendly
they are in Dallas?

MR. HANNAH.  And the Chewey contingency, as it
shal | be known, accepts the |anguage, and it will be entered, and
wi t hout opposition fromthe second. And hearing none, it will be
added.

And the Chair would entertain any other del egates. M.



Smith, you are recogni zed

MR SMTH: |'m proposi ng we exani ne the
| anguage of M. Lay, where it says, "all outside business
interests."” The Tribe also has a non-profit corporation that is set
up, and I think we would want to include -- business interests,

suggests limt to a profit node of business. And | would suggest
that we woul d include | anguage that woul d al so enconpass
non-profits, where the non-profit takes noney in the nane of the
Cher okee Nati on.

MR, HANNAH:  You think --

MR. BILL BAKER: That would be fine, but by
point of information, their bylaws and everything require them
since they're Cherokee Nation's non-profits and they don't report to

I RS or anything, that they have to report to the Council. But if
want to put that in, that's fine. |If you'll give the right word,
sir.

MR HANNAH: M. Snith.

MR SMTH | would submt instead of "business"
we use "financial interests.” |Is that too restrictive?

MR. JACK BAKER: How about "all outside business
and/ or non-profit"?

MR SMTH.  Ckay.

MR. JACK BAKER: O "both for and not for

profit." "Al outside business interests both for and not for
profit." Strike the "and/or non-profit." And all outside, after
interest, both for -- what did | say?

MR. HANNAH.  And not for profit, and not for
profit.

MR GOURD: Point of information.

MR HANNAH:  Dr. Gourd

MR. GOURD: Thank you. | would just have a
qguestion for those who know, what about in the case for exanple of
CNl or sone other for profit enterprise, how would this affect
proprietary information? That's ny only concern there, is if we're
noving to nore of a narket based econony or -- you know, what's
goi ng to happen when we --

| think the intent is to separate public finance and

public econony fromprivate sector. And that's nmy only question
Does this take care of that, or are we going to have a problemin
either bidding for or getting other people to do business in the
Cher okee Nati on?
HANNAH:  What say you, M. Baker?
HAMVONS:  Poi nt of order.
HANNAH:  Poi nt of order.
. HAMMONS: M. Chairman, | don't mean to
i nsult anyone, but we once again allowed sonebody to walk in the
door that doesn't have a del egate badge.

MR. HANNAH. | tell you what, and the kind | ady
will have a seat, and the Chair will apol ogize to her because the
Chair gave instructions. And if the Chair has to go up and do it
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himsel f, he will do so.

But that door will be |locked, and there will be not
anot her individual wal k through that door, delegate or other --
there will be no living human being will walk there through that --
no critter will cone through that door. Okay. And you will do that
for me, sir? The Sergeant there?

SERCGEANT:  Yes.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well, it is done. Thank you.

Now, M. Baker.

MR BILL BAKER | forgot.

MR. HANNAH. The Chair apol ogi zes to you. |
t hought instructions had been given

MR BILL BAKER | renenber.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Baker

MR. BILL BAKER: Those enterprises as they are
now, enterprises, entities, non-profits, for profits, every one of
those has a duty, responsibility to report to the Council. And we
get those on a nonthly basis.

And so | really don't see anything in this | anguage that
is going to be different than what we're presently getting. And
really, | nean, there might be sonething in the future that they nay
have to, you know, come to the Council and ask that it be privil eged
i nformati on or sonething.

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, you are recogni zed.

MR. STOPP: Gary Stopp, del egate, Cherokee
County. Wen we go down to this one line here that says, "including
but not Iinted to any and all outside business interests," | guess
it's a point of information. Does that nmean proposal s?

There's sone proprietory informati on we need to deal with
certain things out there, that when we | ook at proposals before they
go to the Council, do you nean every proposal we get inside the
Nation would go to the Council, even if we would accept it or not
accept it?

That says, "linited to any and all." That's everything
that we touch. And that's a question. |'mnot objecting; it's a
qguestion, | guess. Because that's a huge anpunt of things that we
need.

MR HANNAH: M. Baker

MR. BILL BAKER: As | understand, we're talking
about maintaining of the records of all funds, and | woul d assune as
long as it's a proposal and we're not receiving funds or nonies or
anyt hing, then those financial records, until the Council approves
taking that in as an entity would not pertain, as | read this, or as
| understand it.

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp, are you clear?

MR. STOPP: That's the way | understand it. But
| want the delegates, is that the way it's being intended?

MR BILL BAKER  Yes.

MR. STOPP: Ckay.

MR. JOHN KEEN: Call for the question



MR. HANNAH. Question has been call ed.

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  And has been seconded. And what we
are about to vote on will be the | anguage that isn't underlined, it
will be read, as well as the striking of the | anguage, and if
accepted, the | anguage woul d read:

"The Council shall require that records be naintained and
be provided to Council of all funds, nonies, accounts and
i ndebt edness, and all other accounts bearing upon the fisca
interests, including but not Iinted to any and all outside business
interests, both for profit and not for profit of the Cherokee Nation
by the use of an accounting system adhering to Generally Accepted
Accounting Principals, GAAP.

The annual financial statenments shall be audited by a
certified public accountant and presented to the Tribal Counci
within six nonths followi ng the end of each fiscal year. Unaudited
reports will be subnmitted as required by the Council."

And the | anguage that would be stricken is: "A Generally
Accepted Accounting Principals, GAAP, which records the financial
statenents shall be audited by certified public accountant or as
otherwi se may be prescribed by the Council prior to the subm ssion
of said accounts to the Council."

In the reading of the line, would the author, with
regards to the phrase "Tribal Council" or sinply "Council"?

MR BILL BAKER  "Tribal" would be fine.

MR GOURD: M. Chairnan, earlier on we defined
the |l egislative body as the Council

MR HANNAH: | think that's what the Chair is
recommendi ng, that we drop the words.

Del egat e Hanmons, do you have a problemw th this door?

M5. HAMMONS: As long as they're del egates, M.
Chairman, it's not a problem

MR. HANNAH:  And neither does the Chair. Take
your seats, del egates.

Does everyone understand what we're about to vote on?

Al'l in favor, please signify by saying "aye."
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."
Moti on passes. The |language is accepted. And M. Cornsilk.
MR. CORNSILK: M. Chairnan, Del egate CornsilKk.
| rise to offer a nmotion to reconsider Article V, Section 4.

M5. MASTERS: Point of information. 1t was ny
under st andi ng that when we were going through these things seriatim
that we would go all the way through these things and then at the
end of these things, we would go back and revisit the things we
wanted to visit once we had gotten all the way through

But we keep goi ng back before we get through, and |I fear
we' re never going to get through unless we do what we said we were
going to do, which was go through them and then go back. And I'm
just concerned that -- I'mconfused that we're not doing that.



MR CORNSILK: M. Chairnman, | would offer
that's six of one and half dozen of the other. Do it now or do it
| ater; same difference

MR HANNAH: There is a notion on the floor to
reconsider, Article V, Section 4.

MR CORNSILK: That's correct.

MR GOURD: M. Chairnan.

MR, HANNAH: M. Gourd.

MR. GOURD: W have not adopted to go through
this yet, sir. Al we've done is approved the anended | anguage. M
next statenent was a notion to approve this, and then it would bring
t hi s.

MR CORNSILK: | will wthdraw

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  The Chair would rem nd everyone
t hat what we have been about is obviously the process of striking
and including | anguage in Section 4, and by no neans is this the
finality of Section 4. There may be additional additions or things
of that nature. W would need to conme back and approve Section 4 in
toto. And so, M. Cornsilk, you are recognized.

MR. CORNSILK: M. Chairnman, | would just ask
that you rule on whether a notion to consider is appropriate at this
tinme.

MR. HANNAH. W cannot reconsi der sonething that
hasn't been cl osed, so, therefore, that would be out of order

MR. CORNSI LK:  Thank you

MR. JOHN KEEN. | would appeal the ruling of the
Chai r.

MR. HANNAH:  Now, peopl e, people, people. You
just wait just one nonent. You all are not going to start this,
okay. Now, the deal is this. And the Chair will restate, and it
will be very clear as to where we are

We have anended the | anguage in 4, by striking and addi ng
| anguage, and we approved the strikes and the additions to 4 and 4
is still open. And the kind gentlenman -- just a nonment, M. Keen
you'll take your seat. The kind gentleman rose to ask to reconsider
sonet hing that has not in fact been closed at this tine.

MR JOHN KEEN: Point of order.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.

MR. JOHN KEEN. Ask you to reconsider a previous
article.

MR. HANNAH.  Then | amso sorry. Are we not
tal ki ng about this particular section?

MR, CORNSILK: No, sir.

MR. HANNAH. The Chair was | ost. And you can
see why the Chair was vehenent. The Chair thought these people were
wanting us to open sonething that was already open. And the Chair
was beconing frustrated. The Chair feels better now.

So, M. Cornsilk, you have a notion to reconsider Article



MR CORNSILK: 5, Section 4.
MR HOOK: Point of information.
MR. HANNAH. Ckay. Point of infornation, Dr.

Hook.

MR HOOK: Is it appropriate to reconsider a
previous article when a section is still open and has not yet been
approved?

MR. HANNAH.  Qur nornmal procedure has been not
to allow a reconsideration until we have in fact noved through the
particular article, and certainly with the fact that we have this
section still open.

MS. CHI LSON: Point of order.

MR, HANNAH:  Point of order.

MS. CHILSON: |s that door |ocked or not |ocked?

MR. HANNAH. Everybody in their seats. Al
right. It's alnopst five o' clock, and we have been here for a nunber
of days, and the Chair will take care of this, all right. That's
what he's here for. Just have a seat.

Now, del egates, this door up here is a problemfor us,
okay, and it's not going to be anynore. Wat we're going to do is
we'll cone in and go out of that door during a recess, and when we
all get in here and we feel |ike business is going, that door is
going to be closed and it's going to be | ocked.

And | don't want any of you del egates, and you're in here
and I'mtal king to you, knocking on that door wanting us to let you
in. You will come into this chanber, hopefully, from another door
so as not to scare the Chairman, Del egate Starr-Scott, Del egate
Chapnan- Pl unb.

M5. CHAPMAN-PLUMB: | was just follow ng her
MR. HANNAH. | know, and she'll get you in
trouble sonetines. So what we're going to do is, we'll enter

t hrough that back over there, okay. That door in the back of the
room
Now, neanwhil e back at the ranch. Del egate Cornsilk, we

wi |l understand, sir, that you would Iike to reconsider, and the
Chair woul d appeal to your sense of decency that we should at | east
close this section. And it would in fact keep it clear in the mnds
of the delegates if we could nove through this particular article
before you rise to reconsider. Wuld you do that, sir?

MR CORNSILK: M. Chairnman, would not a vote on
the notion to reconsi der answer that question?

MR. JOHN KEEN:. Call the question

MR. HANNAH: Question has been called. And once
again, M. Cornsilk, you bring a real point of conmon sense about
it. The Chair will entertain, and has entertained a notion to
reconsi der. The question has been called, and does the Chair hear a
second?

MS. MASTERS: Second.

MR. HANNAH.  And hears a second. And hearing no
obj ections, all of those in favor of reconsidering Article V,



Section 4, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye.

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No.

MR HANNAH:  And the section will not be
reconsi dered, and we are back in the debate regarding Section 4.

MR. CORNSI LK:  Thank you, M. Chairnan.

MR GOURD: M. Chairnan.

MR, HANNAH. Dr. Gourd.

MR. GOURD: | nmmke a notion that the | anguage as
anended for Article -- down to and including -- I"'msorry --
| anguage incl uding Section 4 as anended be approved.

MR HOOK: Second.

MR. HANNAH:  And there is a second, unless the
del egates woul d request that this be read again. And seeing no one
to do that, all of those in favor, signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye.

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

DELEGATE: No.

MR. HANNAH. And the | anguage is entered, and
the section is approved. Dr. Gourd, you are recogni zed.

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

MR. HANNAH: Question has been asked for the
order of the day. It is now high of five, so, therefore, in
conpliance with the order of the day, we will recess to the dinner
hour. Dr. Gourd, where will we wish to recess to?

MR GOURD: To the restaurant where we had
[ unch, sir.

MR HANNAH: To the restaurant where we had
lunch, and we will return at six. W are at recess.

(recess taken)

MR HANNAH: We are recalled fromour recess,
| adi es and gentl enmen. Thank you very much for being prompt. W'l
continue in our presentation on the article on fiscal matters of the
Tribe. And M. Keen, you are recogni zed.

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman. W're
novi ng ahead to Section 5 for the fiscal article, and this |anguage
i s unchanged fromthe 1975 Constitution.

It reads: "The treasurer shall be authorized to accept
all grants, donations and noney, interest of funds of the Cherokee
Nation, judgnents in any and all other sources of nobnies avail able
to the Cherokee Nation for uses and purposes and upon the conditions
and limtations for which the same are granted or donated. 1In the
faith of the Cherokee Nation is hereby pledged to preserve such
grants and donations as a secret trust and to keep the sane for the
use and purposes for which they were granted or donated."

My notion is this body approve this |anguage.

MR BILL BAKER  Second.

MR. HANNAH. Mdtion is before you and there is a
second. And the floor is open for debate. M. Stopp, you rise to



speak, sir?

MR. STOPP: Point of information, | guess.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, sir.

MR. STOPP: Could | go back to Section 2 that
was tabled to follow through this in order. | think sone of these
sections tie together, is the question for the Chair.

MR. HANNAH.  Sir, procedurally it would take
precedence for you to make a notion that we would untabl e Section 2,
if you would care to do so.

MR STOPP: | would like to nake a notion that
we untable Section 2, in order to stay in order of the sections.

MR. HANNAH. There's a nmotion to bring Section 2
off the table. |s there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR HANNAH: There is a second. Is it Section 3
has been tabled -- Section 3 has been tabled, M. Stopp. Does that
hel p you?

MR. STOPP:  Yes.

MR. HANNAH.  Very well. Have a notion to
untabl e Section 3 of the fiscal article, and it has been seconded.
Heari ng no opposition, all those in favor, please signify by saying
"aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

And it is untabled, and the floor is open for debate.

MR STOPP: | would like to make a friendly
anendnent to Baker's proposal. At |least ninety days to thirty days
to the previous Constitution that require thirty days prior
conveni ng each regul ar session

And | nake that to explain, thirty days prior would be
Sept enber 1 because we've changed the date to Cctober 1, which is at
the -- when we go back and | ook at the budget and put the budgets
together, it's usually started sixty days prior to the date that
it's introduced to Council, which is ninety days from Cctober 1
That brings us back to the end of the third quarter. W' Il have
three-quarters of financials to ook at to prepare the budget.
Council will have thirty days in this effect to review the budget
prior to the fiscal year.

If we go with the ninety, that pushes it back to al nost
120 -- 120 to 150 days, which is six nonths into the previous fisca
year. So you're already |ooking at six nonths of actual data. And
that's why | adjust it back to thirty. You'll get better financials
at that point, nore accurate financials.

MR BILL BAKER Before |I answer that, can | ask
hima question or two?

MR HANNAH:  Sure. The Chair will allowthis.

MR, BILL BAKER: Gary, what |'mlooking at is,
it takes a long tine for the Council to schedule the nmeetings to go
through the entire budget. And if we just do it thirty days -- in
other words, | would rather the Council get the information three



nont hs out and then schedule their nmeetings and work toward that
fiscal year start, instead of trying to narrow everything into a
thirty day --

In other words, if we change it, they're not really going
to get the proposal and all the information until a wi ndow of thirty
days before the end of the fiscal year, and | really thought that
the ninety would work better, just fromthe |ogistics of going
through the entire, you know, line itemby line itemand budget by
budget and that kind of thing. And so, do you really think we can
do it inthirty days?

MR STOPP: | think we can. And | |ook at that,
Del egat e Baker, fromthe standpoint of this. For the Counci
standpoint it would definitely benefit the Council to have it ninety
days prior to adjust for review The problemis for the operation
When you do that, it takes about sixty days to put a budget
together. You only have fromthe previous fiscal year six nonths of
actual data, and then you begin to put a budget together and then
present it, so you're only seeing half of the year before.

So when you | ook at the actual budget for the foll ow ng
year, you're really only | ooking at six nonth's worth. And so I'm
trying to push at least three-quarters through. And where we were
going this next year was to hopefully have everything avail abl e.

We did two things here that's really inportant to
understand. W noved it fromJuly to Cctober, which is the new
fiscal year in which the fiscal year for federal systemis. By
doing this, | feel that the operation could have a full budget with
about three-quarters of actual nunbers agai nst that budget presented
to Council by Septenber 1, inits entirety. And that has been our
goal for the last years to get on that cycle.

But the last thirty days, it is the dedication of the
| egi slative branch to hold back two to three weeks of really going
t hrough that budget. So | think you get better financial data by
pushing it further out for the operation to reducing the time for
the legislative branch. It just doesn't nake sense having six
nont hs of unknowns out there.

MR. BILL BAKER: Would sixty days be friendly
enough? Split the difference? | nean --

MR STOPP: Can we split it to forty-five?
Woul d that, Bill John? That would truly be a split, forty-five.
I'msaying again, yes, it puts the legislative branch in a bind, |
understand, but it sure puts the operation in the sane situation
and you're not really conparing apples to apples. The closer you
can get it to that COctober date, the better you can start conparing
it apples to apples. And that's where | guess |I'm --

MR. BILL BAKER: |'d accept forty-five.

MR. STOPP: Thank you

MR. HANNAH. Del i beration had all the intrigue
of a pocket knife swappi ng.

MR. STOPP: The Cherokees are working together.

MR. HANNAH.  And, M. Stopp, that's why the



Gentl echair would allow this exchange to happen, and, M. Baker, |
hope you didn't get a knife that doesn't have a blade in it.

MR, BlILL BAKER Really.

MR. HANNAH.  Fl oor is open for debate.

MR GOURD: M. Chairnan.

MR. HANNAH. Dr. Gourd

MR. GOURD: As a question.

MR, HANNAH:  Point of information.

MR GOURD: | think a |lot of these budget
nunbers on estinmates of revenues and expenditures, would it be
appropriate, either -- this may be a legislative thing, so | don't
know. The nmgjority of the funds which passes through the Cherokee
Nation are not appropriated by the Council, but rather are federa

program dol | ars.

There are restrictions by the funding source for opening
and cl osing the books and auditing and reports back and fi nancial s,
this, that and the other. Wuld it be possible that the type of
budget that is being estimted on revenues and expenditures, would
it help if that part of the budget was strictly what was subject to
these relatively short time constraints?

I know we have to take appropriated nonies that natches
on federal program W don't know what is happening there. But
still, this is just a thought, because if you're dealing with the
broad expanse of all of the different funding sources, all of their
different fiscal years, and all of their different program
requirenents, it may be that since those are under contract or
obligation to neet these requirenments anyway, that those be
considered as a separate part of the budget nore for review than
anyt hi ng el se.

But that the crucial thing we're tal king about are the
national dollars, the income fromtaxes and dividends and what ot her
-- you know, the notor fuels agreenent, the tobacco tax agreenent,
but that the conditioning of all of this deal with the nationa
noney that the treasurer can control. But other than that, it's
just a --

MR BILL BAKER M. Chairman.

MR HANNAH: M. Baker

MR BILL BAKER These are mini mum nunbers. In
ot her words, they'd have to neet this deadline. But that wouldn't
preclude the adm nistrative frombringing us other figures and doing

pre things before this date. |In other words, it's not a tine
certain that they can't bring other things to us. So | think that
argunent is probably -- the forty-five days will work.

During the break, M. Baker and | were discussing, and
told himthat we had chosen the word "treasurer," and as it states
up here now, "shall make." And we thought being |ogistic and one
man i s not going to go out and nake all of these budgets and produce
all of this stuff, so we thought naybe if we put, "shall cause to be
made" in there and "present to the Council," rather than "shal
nmake. "



MR. HANNAH. Wt hout opposition, the | anguage
woul d be added. Hearing none, we are still at debate at this point.

MR. HEMBREE: Move previ ous question.

MR. HANNAH. Question has been nobved, but let's
make sure we understand where we are on this. Chair having cone
back from di nner woul d have, by way of procedure, would have
directed us toward the Meredith proposal, but we have been tal king
about the Baker proposal

So what we're going to vote on, now that we have the
question called and it has been seconded, will be only the Baker
proposal. And with that, the |language would read: "At |east 45
days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the treasurer shal
cause to be nade and presented to the Council an item zed estinate
of revenues and expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year with
CGeneral ly Accepted Accounting Principles, GAAP."

Al'l of those in favor, signify by saying "aye.

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no." And
that | anguage is added into the section, and we are now about the
qguestion of -- let's go back and do --

MR. BILL BAKER: That proposal also struck al
t he previous | anguage.

MR. HANNAH: Ckay. Did everybody understand

t hat ?
MS. SILVERSM TH:  No.
MR. HANNAH.  Then we'll bring it right back
again. Chair declares that that vote was invalid. And so, M.
Baker, your proposal that you have, including this |anguage woul d
al so strike the previous | anguage?
MR. BILL BAKER: That is correct. Everything up
t here.
MR. HANNAH. Ckay. Let's nake sure that we know
what we're doing. And so, by voting yes, we will strike the
| anguage. And does the del egation need for the Chair to read the
stri ke | anguage?
In that case it will be read
"At least thirty days prior to the convening of each
regul ar session of the Council, the treasurer shall nake and present
to the Council an item zed estinmate of revenue to be received by the
Cherokee Nation together with a statement of the sources from which
revenues are to be received under the |laws, grants, judgments,
interests and any other sources in effect at the tinme such estinate
is made for the next ensuing fiscal year. The treasurer shal
prepare annual financial statements reflecting the rules of
operations of all tribal activities and shall prepare a consolidated
bal ance sheet in conformity with Generally Accepted Accounting
Principles within sixty days after the end of the fiscal year."
That | anguage is presented to be struck, and to replace
it would be the | anguage: At least "forty-five days prior to the
begi nni ng of each fiscal year, the treasurer shall cause to be nmde



and presented to the Council an item zed estimte of revenues and
expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year with Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles, GAAP."
Does everyone understand what we're about to vote on?
Al of those in favor of the strike and the substitution
of |anguage, signify by saying "aye."
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."
DELEGATE: No
MR. HANNAH.  And the notion is approved and the
| anguage stands. Now, we will consider -- the Meredith proposal is
still before us for debate at this time. And the Chair would
entertain del egates.
JOHN KEEN: Call the question
HANNAH: The question has been called. |Is
there a second?
ROBI NSON:  Second.
HANNAH:  And hearing no opposition, the
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Meredith proposal -
MEREDI TH: M. Chai rman.
HANNAH:  Yes, ma'am
MEREDI TH:  May | withdraw that?
. HANNAH. Yes, na'am you may. Meredith
proposal is withdrawmm. No action is required, and we return now to
Section 3.
And Section 3 in its total would in fact read if
approved: "At |east 45 days prior to the beginning of each fisca
year, the treasurer shall cause to be nmade and presented to the
Council an item zed estimate of revenues and expenditures for the
ensuing fiscal year with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles,
GAAP. "
Al'l of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye"
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."
And the | anguage is accepted and Section 3 is added. And
we have already noved to Section 4, and so, therefore, Dr. Gourd
you are recognized with regard to Section 5.

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. | nake a
noti on to approve the |anguage contained in Section 5, which will
read as follows: "The treasurer shall be authorized to accept al

grants, donations of noney and interest of funds for the Cherokee
Nation, judgnents and any and all other sources of noney avail able
to the Cherokee Nation for uses and purposes and upon the conditions
and limtations for which the same are granted or donated, and the
faith of the Cherokee Nation is hereby pledged to preserve such
grants and donations as a separate trust and to keep the sane for
the use and purposes for which they were granted or donated."

MR. HANNAH:  That pi ece has al ready been
i ntroduced and seconded, and as you all recall we were at debate at
the tine that we considered the untabling of the other section, so



the Chair would entertain those del egates that would wish to rise in
debate of this section. M. Baker

MR. BILL BAKER: Call for the question

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called for; is
there a second?

M5. MASTERS: Point of clarification

MR. HANNAH.  Point of clarification.

M5. MASTERS: The |ast three words.

MR. HANNAH. "Granted or donated."

M5. MASTERS: "And to keep the sane for uses and
pur poses for which they were granted and donated."

HANNAH:  "Or donated. "

. MASTERS: Yes. That doesn't include our for
profit. Ganted or donated is just two categories, right? W have
three categories of noney. Sources of our nobney is three, not two.

MR. HANNAH.  Anyone wish to help clarify for the
good | ady? M. Baker, you are recognized.

MR. JACK BAKER: Thank you. | believe that this
section only deals with noney that is being given by grant or
donations, and not to the other itens.

M5. MASTERS: Very good. Thank you

MR. HANNAH. Good lady is satisfied. The Chair
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recalled -- M. Gunter, you are recogni zed
MR. GUNTER: Excuse nme. That first |ine says,
"grants, donations and interests of funds." | think if you were to

add the term"incone," where you say, "such incone, grants and
donations as a sacred trust," that would satisfy that.

MR. HANNAH. Help us, M. Qunter

MR. JACK BAKER: Second |ine up after such
grants -- he's saying to add that word fromthe top, "of interest of
funds," before "grants and donations."

MR STOPP: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH.  Point of information, M. Stopp

MR. STOPP: Section 5, if I can clarify, is
really tal ki ng about donations and grants. Wen it says "interest
of funds," it's interest off of those grants and donations, to tie
that in for you. So Section 4 and Section 5, you're absolutely
right, Section 4, it should have not for profit or for profit, but
inthis, it is really talking about a donation or grants that are

given in that fashion and the interest incone off of those. | think
we' re m xi ng appl es and oranges, Section 4 and 5.

MR. HEMBREE: | npve previous question, M.
Chai r man

MR HANNAH:  Just a noment, folks. And |
understand, sir, and you will hold for just a noment, because we're
all going to know what we're doing here, okay.

Dr. CGourd, point of information?

MR GOURD: Yes, sir.

MR HANNAH:  What woul d that be, sir?

MR GOURD: The last three words could be



replaced with the word "received.” Wuld that take care of -- that
way it doesn't make any difference how you received it, and you're
just going to take care of it, no matter which it was given and you
received it.

MR JACK BAKER  How about "instead"?

MR HANNAH:  Jack

MR. JACK BAKER:  Excuse ne.

MR. HANNAH.  Yes, sir. You're doing fine.

MR. JACK BAKER: Wiere it says, "the treasurer
shal | be authorized to accept all grants, donations of noney and
interest of funds fromsuch grants and donations."” Because we're
tal king about the interest on those funds. |Is that right, Gary?

MR, HANNAH. Gary.

MR. STOPP: (oing back to the comment for what

they receive. Sonetimes we'll receive a donation for ten thousand
dollars to be used for any purpose, so there's not really atie to
it. It's for any purpose. It nay be education --

MR. GOURD: For purpose for whatever you said to

MR. STOPP: Point is when if we say for purpose?

MR. JACK BAKER  Ri ght.

MR. STOPP: There may not be a purpose for it.
They may just give it to you and you have to decide what to do.

MR. HANNAH. Carl, you are recognized

MR DOMING It is seens to ne that this
particul ar section was designed to deal with grants and donati ons,
and that the inclusion of |anguage -- well, it does say interest,
though. Forget it. I'msorry | took your tine.

MR. HANNAH. Not a problem M. Scott, you are
recogni zed

MR. SCOTT: | would just add one word in there,
and | think it mght clear it up. "Interest of such funds." W're
tal ki ng about the grants and donations. Does that clear it up?

MR, BILL BAKER M. Chair.

MR HANNAH:  Yes, M. Baker

MR. BILL BAKER: |If you go down to the end of
the second line, it addresses, "and any and all other sources of
noni es avail able to the Cherokee Nation," at that point. So,
mean, it has everything in its entirety.

MR. HANNAH. Billie, you are recogni zed

M5. MASTERS: Thank you. M question is, that
it may be nominal at this point, but soneone could give us a mllion
dollars. The interest off of a mllion dollars is sizable. That
could be dealt with in this body right here. And then it says, "and
keep the sane for the use and purpose for which it's granted." The
interest off of a mllion dollars is not allocated there.

My position would be that funds other than those

desi gnat ed woul d be addressed by the Council. The interest off of a
mllion dollars or whatever would be greater. And | think that we
don't have anything they are saying what we will use that nonies



for. And it could becone nore or it could becone |ess, but stil
there is a pot of noney undesignated, and | feel the Council should
make a decision and be aware of what that resource is. So | would
like the Bakers --

MR. STOPP: Point of infornmation.

MR. HANNAH.  Point of information, M. Stopp

MR STOPP: | need to find a -- (unaudible) --
but Council would appropriate these dollars; they're not free
dollars. It needs to go back to Council for appropriation. That's

what | have to find.

Dr. Gourd was tal king earlier about the federal grants;
they must review those, but they don't -- what we're saying here is
that the treasurer shall be authorized to accept it, accept al
grants. To appropriate themout, you' ve got to go back to Counci
because they handl e the appropriations of these said nonies. So we
woul d go back to the legislative branch and say, we want to use this
donation for this.

MR. HANNAH: Starr-Scott is recognized

M5. STARR-SCOTT: What | have was, | guess, kind
of a friendly amendnent to try this on for size. Behind "judgnment
and any and all other revenues available to the Cherokee Nation."

That will include your interest and any revenues that cones in for
the Tri be.

MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, Bakers?

MR BILL BAKER | would remind that on this
particular deal, that all | did was nove the question, and it is

your proposal that we are --

MR. HANNAH.  The Chair has no proposal, M.
Baker, and he will rem nd the del egate of that.

MR. BILL BAKER: The Committee's, |'msorry.

MR. HANNAH:  The Conmission, sir.

MR. BILL BAKER: The Commi ssion, pardon

MR HANNAH:  And the Commission, | think --

t hank you, Del egate Baker, for helping to renmind us that in fact
this was the Conmission's original document. Sonehow we had sonehow
lost that. | can't inmagi ne how we woul d have done that.

MR BILL BAKER | didn't want to take credit
for such a fine piece.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very much. The straw
poll vote of the Commission is inclined not to accept the change of
| anguage, and so, therefore, the floor is open for debate. And, Dr.
Hook, you are recognized.

MR. HOOK: Thank you, M. Chairman. Delegate
Hook. | would also like to propose a friendly amendnent perhaps for
clarification purposes. The second to the last |line, the clause,
"such grants and donations of sacred trust, and if designated to
keep the sane for the use and purposes for which they were granted
or donated." O how about "if or when"?

MR. HANNAH:  Straw poll of the Conmi ssion says
they woul d accept that |anguage, sir, it's w thout opposition by



whonever nmay have seconded this back hours ago. Not hearing any
opposition, then it stands.
Fl oor is still open for debate. M. Henbree, you are
recogni zed
MR. HEMBREE: M. Chairman, | nove previous
guestion on Section 5.
MR. HANNAH. Question's been called; is there a
second?
DELEGATE: Second
MR. HANNAH.  And if approved the | anguage woul d
read: "The treasurer shall be authorized to accept all grants,
donati ons of noney, interest of funds of the Cherokee Nation
judgrments, and any and all other sources of nobney available to the
Cher okee Nation for uses and purposes and upon the conditions and
[imtations for which the sane are granted or donated, and the faith
of the Cherokee Nation is hereby pledged to preserve such grants and
donations as a sacred trust, and if or when designated to keep the
sanme for the use and purposes for which they were granted or
donat ed. "
Al'l of those in favor, signify by saying "aye."
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."
And the notion passes, the |anguage stands. And, Dr.
Gourd, you are recogni zed

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. | nake a
noti on for the approval of the |anguage contained in Section 6,
which shall read as follows: "The Council shall have the ability to

i nvest funds or noney of the Cherokee Nation and the preference be
given to the security for such investnments. The manner of selecting
the securities, prescribing the rules, regulations, restrictions,
and condi ti ons upon which the funds shall be | oaned or invested,
provi ded that no investnent shall be in nortgages, other than first
nortgages only, and do all things necessary for the safety of the
funds and permanence of the investments. |If required by |law, such
i nvestments woul d be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the
Interior."
MR. HANNAH.  Mdtion is before you, is there a

second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  Fl oor is open for debate. M.
Baker, you are recognized

MR JACK BAKER | would like to make a notion
that we change "Council" to "treasurer." Because the treasurer can
invest the funds at a rapid rate and get a lot greater return on
i nvestnents than waiting for the Council's approval, because
sonetimes you have to switch noni es back and forth regularly, or
dai ly, even.

MR HANNAH: Is that a notion, M. Baker?

MR. JACK BAKER  Yes.

MR. HANNAH. Be prepared. The Chair is getting



to a point where he can tell when it is brewing. There is a notion
to strike the word, "Council," and to substitute the word,
"treasurer," and there has been a second. The floor is open for
debate. M. Stopp, you are recogni zed. You yield to the good

| ady.

M5. STARR-SCOTT: Starr-Scott, delegate. | hate
to disagree with ny good friend, Jack Baker because | was so
relieved that he got here today. But | would not want to see the
Council removed fromthis responsibility. W have had a
secretary-treasurer who has enbezzl ed from our housing authority.

We could not get rid of her. Do you want this person with no one to
account to out there investing our noney?

We del egate that responsibility to her with some checks
and balances. So | would really hate to see this taken out because
| feel like the fifteen people are elected for a reason, and we have
two main functions as Council nenbers, and that's |egislative and
f undi ng.

MR. HANNAH.  Wbul d the kind del egate like to
rescind her joy of seeing M. Baker back in the roon?

MS. STARR-SCOTT: We'll see how he reacts.

MR JACK BAKER  How about this anendnent?

MR, HANNAH. Hold it. Holdit. Holdit. Jack
woul d you like to wi thdraw your anmendnent?

MR. JACK BAKER  Yes.

MR HANNAH:  It's w thdrawn and the word,
"Council," is still in place, and M. Baker

MR. JACK BAKER: May | make anot her notion?

MR. HANNAH.  Wel |, sure you can
MR. JACK BAKER: That we change it to, "the
Counci| shall authorize the treasurer."

M5. STARR-SCOTT: That's fine, as long as the
check and balances is with those fifteen people.

MR HANNAH: There's a notion to strike the word

"authority" -- or "have the authority," and inclusion of the
| anguage, "the Council shall authorize the treasurer." |s there a
second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There is a second, the floor is
open for debate.

DELEGATE: Call the question

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called; is there a
second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  There is, and hearing no objection,
the I anguage would read if approved: "The Council shall authorize
the treasurer to invest funds or noney of the Cherokee Nation," and
it would strike the phrase, "have the authority."

Al'l of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye"
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no". And



noti on passes, the |language is del eted and added, and the floor is
open for debate on the section

MR. GOURD: Call for the question.

MR. HANNAH. CQuestion has been called for

MR. JOHN KEEN:. Obj ection

MR, HANNAH M. Keen

MR. JOHN KEEN. Ch, wong place. 1'msorry.
MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, have a seat. M. CQunter
MR. GUNTER. | wasn't going to suggest any

additions to the Constitution, but as the menbers of Council, they
m ght be able to facilitate this by forning an investnent conmittee,
per haps three nenbers of the Council who the treasurer woul d consult
wi th before investing noney, and what way it would relieve the one
hundred percent of the burden upon the treasurer and you woul d share
it wwth the Council, but wi thout having a cunbersone fifteen people
or seventeen people to have to approve it.
MR. HANNAH:. I nteresting suggestion, sir. Thank
you. Starr-Scott, how rise you?
M5. STARR-SCOTT: | rise in explanation
MR HANNAH: If it is to the comment that the
good man nade, the Chair will entertain it for sixty seconds only.
M5. STARR-SCOTT: Basically, if we do that, we
consi der the chair and the co-chair of the finance comittee.
MR. HANNAH: Does the good | ady waive the
bal ance of her tine?
The section that is before us, Section 6, and if approved
t he | anguage woul d read: "The Council shall authorize the treasurer
to invest funds or noney in the Cherokee Nation and the preference
to be given to the security for such investnents, the manner of
selecting the securities prescribing the rules, regulations,
restrictions and conditions upon which the funds shall be | oaned or
i nvested, provided that no i nvestnment shall be in nortgages, other
than first nortgages only, and do all things necessary for the
safety of the funds and permanence of the investrment. |f required
by Iaw, such investnents would be subject to the approval of the
Secretary of the Interior."
Al'l of those in favor, signify by saying "aye."
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."
Moti on passes, |anguage stands. Dr. Gourd, you are
recogni zed
MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Chairnan,
I make a notion to approve the | anguage contained in Section 7,
whi ch shall read as follows: "The credit of the Cherokee Nation
shal | not be given, pledged or |oaned to any individual, firm
conpany, corporation, or association w thout the approval of the
Council. The Cherokee Nation shall not nmake any donations by gift
or otherwise to any individual, firm conmpany, corporation or
associ ation wi thout the approval of the Council."
MR. HANNAH. A notion is before you; is there a



second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH. There is, and the floor is open for
debat e.

DELEGATE: Call for the question

MR. HANNAH. Question has been called. M.
Keen, you are recogni zed

MR JOHN KEEN: | have a notion for anmendnent.
Section 7, second sentence, "The Cherokee Nation shall not nake any
bonus or donations" -- I'mtrying to address bonuses -- bonuses to

enpl oyees or contract people.

MR. HANNAH. O contract peopl e?

MR JOHN KEEN: For |ack of better words.
Contract people. That's ny anmendnent.

MR. HANNAH:  Chair just wanted to nake sure that
you were clear.

There is a notion on the floor, |adies and gentlenen, to
anend to include the | anguage, "bonuses to enpl oyees or contract
people or." Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a second; floor is open for
debate. M. Stopp

MR ROBI NSON: M. Chai rman.

MR. HANNAH. Ch, so sorry. The good doctor is
recogni zed

MR. ROBI NSON: Ri ck Robi nson, del egat e,
Tahl equah. | really don't have a problemw th this, but | want you
all to know, there's a conmon practice in the Cherokee Nation
Sonetines we have funds, a lot of funds that have to be utilized for
the end of the year or we will |ose such funds.

And it's a comopn practice anong a |ot of departnents to
gi ve performance award type bonuses. |It's usually in the area of
five percent, three to five percent, |like at Headstart. There's
even a funding the Headstart gets that is specifically slotted for
t hi s.

And you don't know how nmuch it's going to be until toward
the end of the fiscal year and during the fiscal year is the end of
Cctober. And that only noney can only be used for bonuses. [|I'm
afraid that this section would disallowthat.

Soneti mes when you have nmoney left in your budget from
the federal grant, you're very conservative maybe during the year
and then towards the end, you realize that sonme of your enployees
should work this way, but it's easier to give thema five percent
bonus than it is to go through the systemof getting JAQ And what
happens, if you up the salary and then there's problens cone al ong
during the year, you've run out of noney.

That's just explanation nore than anything el se.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, good Doctor. M. Stopp
you are recogni zed
MR. STOPP: |'m against this notion, and let ne



explain why. Dr. Robinson has a good point. 1In the fiscal year --
wel |l -- when we tal k about bonuses, | think what we're tal ki ng about
here, there's probably ten or twenty people within an organi ze that
they hit the media, they got bonuses, and they said no nore.

But you probably have out of two thousand enpl oyees, you
may have four or five hundred enpl oyees, especially in Dr.
Robi nson's area, in Headstart and places of that nature, where we
have a certain anmount of noney set aside for adnministration of

salaries, and we don't fulfill that total obligation by the end of
the year. And we pay these people six to six-and-a-half an hour
and if we have an extra fifty thousand, then we'll spread it across

two or three hundred people at the end of the year

Now, if you put this in, that elimnates that type of
paynent to them But, also, it will elimnate what you heard of
| ast year to the top fifteen or twenty nanagers who got bonuses as
well. So we need to be very cautious in the way we work this.

In addition, when you're crossing over to -- we tal ked
about this really becones the |egislative body appropriating funds
to any entity as a salary line item and that entity nmanagi ng that
dollar. As long as they do not go over that expenditure or that
salary line item if they choose to pay you fifty percent of your
wages for twelve nonths and then give you fifty percent at the end,
then that woul d be considered a bonus.

It is a nanagenent tool, so we need to be real cautious

of how we use this termbecause it's not -- | know what you're
thinking. | know where you're going with it, but al so understood,
it doesn't affect -- | nean, it affects your higher |evel enployee

salary, but it also affects a trenendous amount of |ower enployees,
trenendous anmount. So just be real cautious with this, please.

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, you're recognized.

MR. JOHN KEEN:. | believe | am being very, very
cautious here. |f you have a surplus, as the good doctor said,
bel i eve you would be able to foresee that surplus and go before the
Council. Have the Council approve it. That's not that nuch of a
problem It's really not.

And as far as the scenario of -- well, |'ve never had
anybody offer ne fifty percent of ny salary at the end of the year
| don't knowif that's a common business practice or not, but |

don't believe it is. | don't see any problemw th foreseeing, you
know, the need for a bonus for a good enpl oyee before the end of the
year and going before the Council. And in Iight of what has
happened, | think this is just a necessary step we're going to have
to take.

MR. HANNAH. M. Baker, you are recogni zed.

MR STOPP: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH.  Point of information, M. Stopp

MR. STOPP: His comment on without the approva
of Council, well, that's what's placed inside that paragraph. It
says, "the Cherokee Nation shall not make any." If it was noved up
to the next line, that will in fact give Council the approval to



give those out. So | guess it's a friendly amendnent to nove it up

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Stopp. W're not at
a point for a friendly amendnent. M. Baker, you are recogni zed.

MR. BILL BAKER: Thank you, sir. Now, what Dr.
Robi nson and Gary were both referring to were not tribal dollars.
They were not dollars that could have been used for eyegl asses or
medi ci ne or anything. They are federal fund dollars that are very
specific into that program

And our federal funds -- and it is a hard thing for nme to
conprehend -- but if you don't use it, you lose it, and if you | ose
it, it goes back to the federal government, but so does the indirect
cost, and you get |ess funding the next year

So even though it's a bonus at the end of the year in the
context that Gary was just using on the |ower |evel enployees and
all. So there's two different issues here, | guess is what |'m
trying to tell you.

On this, the proposal that | was going to do was to cut
the second half of the thing off and so that it would just read down
to "the credit" -- let's see -- "The credit of the Cherokee Nation
shal | not be given, pledged or |oaned to any individual, firm
conpany, corporation or association wthout the approval of the
Counci | . "

Admi ni stration, Chief, cannot do anything that you're
tal ki ng about wi thout the approval of the Council with this reading
like it does. And then, you know, they went ahead and got nore
specific in saying that they can't give donations by gift or
otherwi se or any individual, firm corporation w thout the approva
of the Council.

I"'mjust saying that if we just cut it to that first

approval of the Council, that |I think that we would have a good
piece for that. | would ask that to be a friendly anendnent.

MR. JOHN KEEN. | would not accept.

MR. HANNAH. Ms. Silversmth, you are
recogni zed, and we are still in debate over the proposal that is
before us, to include the | anguage, "bonuses to enpl oyees or
contract people or." M. Silversnith, what say you?

M5. SILVERSM TH.  If you read it "to any
i ndi vidual wi thout the approval of the Council," so other than the
bonuses -- put the bonuses up there to the enpl oyees or independent

people in words, if the -- what if the Council didn't approve it?
O what if the Council did approve it? Wuld they get their bonuses
if the Council did approve it?

So if you just take all of the other words that are
cl oudi ng the individual, to any individual w thout the approval of
the Council. So that neans they can approve it or disapprove it.
When we read without or with the approval of the Council, we forget
there's another side. They can say no or they can say yes.

So if they stand with the approval of the Council, then
the Council could approve to any individual for a bonus. |It's right
there. So we do not need that up there. The individual would be



t he enpl oyee.

M5. STARR-SCOTT: You woul d probably have a
court case to define that.

MS. SILVERSM TH:  You wi |l have a "otherw se,"
"or otherwi se." Wuld "otherw se" include bonus? What does
"ot herwi se" nmean? What does "ot herw se" nmean? Wat does it
include? Wiy is it there if we do not know what it neans? Wat
does it include? Wat does "or otherw se" include? Can anybody
tell ne?

MS. STARR-SCOTT: Unf oreseen

MS. SILVERSM TH: Bonuses are unforeseen. You
don't if you're going to have the noney or not at the end of the --
it's unforeseen, you don't know if you're going to have any | eft
over or not. "Or otherw se."

| disagree and | agree. Here again, it depends on
wordi ng on how we interpret this. W have to be careful about the
wor di ng on how we're going to interpret sonething. So "or
otherwi se" is otherwi se, to any individual, the enployees, wi thout
t he approval of the Council. They can approve or they can
di sapprove it. It's all right there. Thank you

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, Ms. Silversnith.
Starr-Scott, you are recogni zed

MS. STARR-SCOTT: | rise in favor of this. And
let me explain just a little bit. What happened this last time the
bonuses were given out, the Council didn't know about it until
probably about the tinme they read it in the paper. Sone enpl oyees
got as nuch as seventeen thousand dollars bonus, and their salary is
around seventy thousand.

And it's true, if you don't use the noney, you lose it.
But there's another little catch to that. W might have been able
to hire one nore dental assistant to fill sonme teeth, or we m ght
have been able to hire one nore person to take care of the elderly.

So just because there's noney |eft over, we don't have to pay it to
t hese hi gh-dollar people that are already, sone of them overpaid.

At this very tine that we gave out hundreds of thousands
of dollars in bonuses, our little rank-in-file Cherokee that works
for mnimumwage didn't even get a hamfor Christnmas because they
told themthey couldn't afford it. Now, how do you think that
affected all of these enployees? The noral was terrible.

But | can tell you one thing, if this had come before the
Council, it would have been handl ed a whole | ot different because
you have husbands and wi ves that got bonuses. So you take seventeen
t housand and another five or ten thousand on that, when they're
maki ng seventy and fifty thousand doll ars.

I think we need to take care of the assets we have and
spread themas far as we can to take care of the rank-and-file
Cherokee that's out there doing wthout wood, doing wthout water
and all of the other things. I'mnot for taking care of these
peopl e when they do not need to be taken care of. They're well paid
for what they do



And we could have used that. It may be that we woul d
| ose that noney. There are sone bonuses that are necessary.
Headstart, under their grant can only pay so nuch, and it's not very
much. So to conpensate, because she can't give thema raise, she
gives thema snmall bonus, but it's not a ten or fifteen thousand
dol I ar bonus, | can assure you, and that's well deserved.

The Council would not say no to all bonuses in instances
like that, but |I can tell you, they would probably say no to a
sevent een thousand doll ar bonus for soneone that nmakes about seventy
t housand.

MR. HANNAH. M. Carke, you're recognized.

MR. CLARKE: Yes, thank you, M. Chair. | kind
of agree and disagree. Again, I'min one of those -- caught in one
of those betw xt and between type situations, because | know that --
inalot of the programs and a ot of the |l ogs that | nanage, just
as she said, there are sone prograns that we have received through
t he Departnent of Health and Human Services that the people tell us,
don't send that noney back to us, it just screws us up to try to
figure out what to do with it once you send it back. And if, you
know, we designate it like for salaries and whatever

And there are ways often tines that we can use that in
ot her purposes with the funding agency's source. On a, | guess, a
lighter note, | sure wish I was one of those fifteen top executives
because | could of enjoyed it. That would have been a good gift for
nunber ei ghteen author's birthday.

But | do think that there are situations where | do think
that the Council, it would be nore prudent if the Council had sone
oversi ght of sone of these. Because my opinion is that | think that
there is a better way of managing and utilizing the noney that we
have.

MR. STOPP: Point of personal privilege.

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp

MR STOPP: | didn't -- earlier when | said it
needed to go on the second line, M. Keen pointed out it was
actually in the bottomhalf, "wi thout the approval of Council." |
amin total agreenent with this as it reads now But | do believe
t he appropriations come from Council, and they should have been nade
aware. | did not see that "wi thout approval of Council." It wll
cover the Headstart people that way.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you very nmuch, sir. M.
Smith, you are recogni zed

MR SMTH:. | share the objection to excessive
bonuses. W need to renind ourselves, what is this; it's a
Constitution. And a Constitution has to have flexibility for five,
ten, fifteen, twenty years fromnow. And what this really is, is
excellent legislation. W are not here as |egislators or
Counci | ren. W shoul d be outraged that our Council didn't pass this
| aw a year ago, two years ago when it becane a problem

The problemis, is that we have -- we're back to Jim
Crouch's deal; we got a hammer and we're going to hit everything as



a nail. The nore detailed you get, the nmore restriction you have,
the nore you hanstring yourself.

So the next thing is that you still haven't fixed the
problem If you prohibit sonebody fromgiving a bonus wi thout
Counci| approval, the next thing you need to do is expand it and
say, we need to approve all enploynent and all independent
contracts, because they're going to sneak by sonebody who's getting
pai d seventy thousand dollars, he's only worth fifty-five.

There's other ways to pay enpl oyees ot her than bonuses,
and you're not going to be able to hammer each of those nails. The
way to hanmmer those nails is through | egislation or adoption of
accounting or enploynent policies that are not viol ated.

So even though | share your sentinent, we don't have to
ni ckel and di ne every constitutional amendnent. W need to get
| egislators that will address the problens.

MR. HANNAH.  Good |ady from California, what say

you?

M5. MASTERS: | rise in support of this. | feel
the topic of bonuses needs to be addressed because that is a topic
that we have had difficulty with. | think it is an actual charge of

this group to be aware of where the problens have exi sted and nake
that a criteria for how we | ook at these issues so that we can

all eviate sone of the problens that we've faced in the last twenty
years under the existing Constitution, and that we can assure that
this Nation will not only be nore equitable but that we will have
greater checks and bal ances for the people and for the people's
funds, that that may go to the right places. And | believe that

wi th approval, that "bonuses" has to be in this section and that
"wi t hout approval of the Council," also has to be in this section.

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you, na'am M. Baker, you
are recogni zed

MR. JACK BAKER: Del egate Jack Baker from
Chewey. | agree with the notion, but | would Iike to offer a
friendly notion. That instead of the termnology as it's inserted
now, back where it says, "donations by gift, bonuses," conma.

MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, M. Keen?

MR JOHN KEEN: M. Baker, would we still have
t he i ndependent contractors covered in that? | guess we woul d.

MR. JACK BAKER: Right, because they don't have
bonuses. You said to enpl oyees or independent contractors. This
ot her would include all bonuses.

MR JOHN KEEN: Let's |ook at how that reads. |
believe I would accept that, M. Baker

MR. HANNAH. Wt hout objection fromthe second,
t he | anguage stands. M. Qunter, you are recognized.

MR GUNTER | would also like to subnit a
friendly amendnent, M. Keen. That you change the word "credit" to
"assets." You night have mineral rights or --

MR. HANNAH.  Sorry, M. Qunter, that is not a
part of the Keen anendnent. It sinply deals with bonuses. That's a



part of the other proposed |anguage. W need to take that up after
this issue. Good doctor, you're recognized.

MR. ROBINSON: Ri ck Robi nson, del egate,
Tahl equah. | just want to enphasize once again, | really understand
the feeling on this. But | have one hundred sixty-five Headstart
enpl oyees, of which about one hundred fifty of themare used to

getting this bonus. That noney -- excuse ne, | went to the rest
room did | mss sonething? |'mso sorry. Explain what | mssed
and I'll try to hold ny bl adder |onger next tine.

MR. HANNAH: One nonment here. Do we need to
clarify something for you, Rick?

MR. ROBINSON: Howis it different? | don't get
it.

MR. JACK BAKER: They left in -- the bonuses is

there, but it follows up "wi thout approval of the Council." So as
long as you as a director --
MR. ROBINSON: | know this is com ng up

MR. JACK BAKER: But you're going to have to
know it in time to come to them
HANNAH. M. Keen, you're recogni zed, the
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i nternedi at e.
KEEN, JR.: Call the question, please.
HANNAH: Question's been called, is there a

HOOK: Poi nt of personal privilege.
HANNAH:  Poi nt of personal privilege. Dr.
Hook.
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. HOOK: Yes, sir. delegate from Miskogee has
been waiting there a long tine.

MR HANNAH.  Ch, |I'mso sorry, | didn't see
Calvin over there. Calvin, sorry.

MR. McDANIEL: |'ve got a couple of other things
to say about this bonus situation. Sonmetine |ast year | went over
here into the complex and tal ked to sonebody in the office there.
nean -- | can't renmenber his nane.

| had sone need of sone nedical sonething, | can't
renmenber that. But he said -- he told ne, he said, "Wy didn't you
go back home and get sone help from Medicaid"? That's absolutely
what he told ne. If he would have told ne, well, we can rake up a
ten thousand dollar bonus, | would have accepted it. But he dam
sure wouldn't tell me. He didn't say a word about a bonus.

MR. HANNAH.  Cal vin, thank you so nuch. Most
uni que point raised by the kind del egate from Miskogee. And worth
every word.

MR MDAN EL: He said "Medicaid"; that's a
state agency.

MR. HANNAH. | understand, Calvin, thank you
sir. The question's been called; is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a second. And now what we



will be voting on would be the word "bonus"; would that be correct,
M. Keen?

MR KEEN, JR: Yes, sir.

MR. HANNAH.  And if you vote in the affirmative,
the word will be added. And all those in favor signify by saying
"aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no." And
the notion passes and the | anguage is added, and the fl oor is open
for debate. M. Gunter, you are recognized.

MR GUNTER | would like to make a notion to
change the term"credit" to "assets."

MR HANNAH: Move to strike and add from
"credit" to "assets." |Is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH: There's a second, and the floor is
open for debate. How do you rise, M. Baker?

MR. JACK BAKER: Jack Baker, delegate from
Chewey. | rise in opposition

MR. HANNAH. Wy so?

MR. JACK BAKER: Because it says, "the credit of
t he Cherokee Nation," which neans they can -- the Cherokee Nation
can sign as collateral for a loan is what this section refers to,
and the second sentence says, "The Cherokee Nation will not nake any
donations," and a donation would have to be an asset.

So we're covering two different itens there, and if you
change that to assets, you're naking it the sane item and all ow ng
t he Cherokee Nation to pledge their assets as collateral

MR. HANNAH:  Soneone rise support of the
amendment ?

MR. GUNTER: |I'Ill speak in support of it since
made it. It's just that | never had a credit bonus, | prefer cash
bonuses. It just seens to ne there that someone -- the Chief or

whonever shoul d decide to pledge the nineral rights in the Cherokee
Nation to soneone that woul dn't be covered under the credit of the
Cherokee Nation. That's why | subnmit the anendnent.

MR. HANNAH.  Good | ady from Tahl equah is
recogni zed

MS. CHAPMAN- PLUMB: | believe "credit" is
referring to the ability of the Tribe to borrow nmoney. It needs to
be "credit."

MR. GUNTER: Let ne ask how that applies to cash

bonuses to enpl oyees?

CHAPMAN- PLUMB: It doesn't.

GUNTER:  Ckay.

HANNAH: So how stand you, M. Qunter? Do
you wish to --
GUNTER: | withdraw the notion.

HANNAH: Okay. The notion is w thdrawn.

2% 330

Thank you very nuch.



HOOK: Call the question
HANNAH:  What is the pleasure of the
del egati on?
HOOK: Call the question
HANNAH: |s there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  There is, and w t hout opposition if
accepted the | anguage would read in Section 7: "The credit of the
Cher okee Nation shall not be given, pledged or |oaned to any
i ndividual, firm conpany, corporation or association w thout the
approval of the Council. The Cherokee Nation shall not nmake any
donations by gift, bonus or otherwise to any individual, firm
conpany, corporation or association wthout the approval of the
Counci | . "

2% 33

Al'l of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."
THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH:  Those opposed said "no." Mdtion
passes, |anguage stands. And Dr. Gourd you are recogni zed

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. | nake a
noti on for approval of the |language in Section 8, which shall read
as follows: "AIl laws authorizing the expenditures of nmoney by and

on behal f of the Cherokee Nation shall specify the purpose for which
the noney is to be used, and the noney so designated shall be used
for no other purpose. Annual expenditures shall not exceed the
avai l abl e funds."

MR. HANNAH.  Mdtion is before you; is there a
second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH: There is, and the floor is open for
debate. The good | ady from Tahl equah is recogni zed.

M5. HAMMONS: Thank you, M. Chairnan. D ane

Hamons, Tahl equah. | would nake a nmotion to anend Section 8, after
the period following the word "purpose" on the bottomline. The
notion would read as follows: "No nonies or resources of the

Cherokee Nation or any of its entities shall be used to pay for
representation of a defendant in a crimnal natter, comma, except in
situations where a public defender is warranted under Cherokee
Nation | aw. "
Shal | | approach the scribe?

MR. HANNAH:  Yes, ma'am Mbdtion has been read;
is there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH. There's a second. And as soon as
the I anguage is on the screen, we'll open for debate.

MR. JOHN KEEN:. Point of infornmation.

MR. HANNAH  Point of information, M. Keen

MR JOHN KEEN. Ms. Hanmons will concur with ne
on this; | believe that this is the Hanmons-Cal vin MDani el
anendnent .

M5. HAMMONS: Yes, it certainly is, M.



Chairman. M. MDaniel asked ne to nmaeke it.

MR HANNAH: Excellent, if the scribe will enter
that on the screen, it will be so noted during the debate. And the
floor is open for debate. M. Stopp, you are recognized.

MR. STOPP: Gary Stopp, Cherokee Nation -- or
Cher okee County del egate. | understand the spirit of this
anendnent. In light of where we are and where we have been over the
| ast four years, but also | can tell you that coming fromthe | ast
fifteen years working with corporate entities at an executive |evel
you're in a position where you are questioned daily on your actions,
managenent action, enployees actions, things of that nature.

When it says "no nonies or resources," that even neans
their insurance conmpany that we handl e woul d not cover a managenent
decision, if | becane sued for it. You know, we will have to carry
our own personal liability insurance and things of that nature, nuch
i ke doctors and things of that nature, which drives salaries up to
cover that.

I know where we're going with this, and | agree with the
spirit of this, but | don't know how to inplenment it in the
day-to-day operation. And again, it goes back -- this is sonething
that is not constitutional, but it is legislative that the Counci
shoul d be involved in versus the Constitution.

But | do understand where you're comng from but | tel
you it will not work in today's world with as many attorneys, as
many people we have suing, that everyone is at risk. And as that,
there is no protection for your nanagenment personnel or even your
enpl oyees, in this atnosphere.

| guess | look at this fromthe standpoint, that would
even cover the enpl oyee, so our insurance that we have to cover for
mal practice of our child case workers would not be in effect. W
could not use it. That's where | guess |'m going.

It's too broad, but | understand the spirit. It's too
broad. | don't know how to take it and get it into operation, is
the thing. But | don't believe it needs to be in the Constitution

The nore | look at howit is in operation, the nore it tells ne

that doesn't need to be in the Constitution, that needs to be
handl ed by the Council on how to determine it.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, M. Stopp. M. Hoskin,
you are recogni zed

MR. HOSKIN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Charl es Hoskin. Point of clarification with directive of the

author. | see it up there, but this may or may not address
sonething, M. Stopp. This is for crimnal defense matters only.
Now, | have yet to make ny mind up on whether I'min

favor or opposed of this, but | do want to nake sure that's clear
and if that would change any of the problens that you have with this
| anguage. But | will address that to the author

MR. HANNAH.  Good | ady from Tahl equah. 1Is this
the intent of your |anguage, that, "no nonies or resources of the
Cherokee Nation or any of its entities shall be used to pay for



representation of a defendant in a crimnal nmatter"?

MR HAMMONS: A criminal nmatter. That woul d be
the State of Cklahoma versus Di ane Hammons or the Cherokee Nation
versus Di ane Hanmons, or the United States versus Choctaws, the
crimnal matters.

MR. HANNAH. M. Smith, you are recogni zed.

MR SMTH To respond to M. Stopp's
reservation, an insurance conpany is not going to cover defense of
crimnal matters, period. As an attorney, you would style the
nm sdeed as a negligence, and then, so that wouldn't apply.

But | would like to renew the adnonition that every tine
we put another word in this Constitution, it nmeans that the chance
that it's going to be passed is | ess. The Cherokee peoples don't
i ke change. We've had this Constitution; you're going to have to
convince them of their overwhelmng need to that this change is
necessary. So every tine -- we need to renmenber, every new word you
put in reduces the chance of it getting passed.

And | woul d think once you get a functional crimna
prosecution systemin, what you really have if sonebody is using
tribal nonies for defense of a defendant in a criminal case, is
m sappropriation of funds. And we have prohibitions on that. It
woul d be either enbezzl enent or nisappropriations. So there is a
renedy avail abl e.

MR. HANNAH. M. Keen, you w sh to be
recogni zed?

MR. JOHN KEEN. Yes, | do, John Keen, del egate.

| would agree with all testinmony so far about the purposes and the
intent of this, and that this is very specific on crimnal matters.

And just in rebuttal of M. Smith's debate, | believe
right now what we are doing is addressing the fears of the Cherokee
peopl e, and every word we put in there about these matters that they
have been so angered over in recent years, increases our chances of
getting it passed.

MR. HANNAH. M. Stopp

MR. STOPP: Gary Stopp, Cherokee County
del egate. Well, change of heart here.

MR HANNAH: It would not be the first tine, M.
St opp.

MR. STOPP: And not the last. You know, ny
parents cane from a good social work background, and they have a son
that's an attorney and one that's an MBA. And |'m an MBA, when
stepped up to the top, | got hit by three attorneys. And they told
me that the insurance conpany woul d cover a particular case, so
stand corrected.

If that is the case, then | have no issue with it because
t hat goes back again to our case work and things of that nature that
I was concerned with. And again, | believe it's legislative versus
constitutional, though. | still believe that.

MR. HANNAH.  Any ot her delegate rise to be heard
this evening with regard to this issue? M. darke, you are



recogni zed

MR. CLARKE: Yes, thank you, sir. | agree with
what M. Smith said in regards to the insurance and the negligence
because, M. Stopp, if the social workers that works in
court-related services, the only way this would affect them the
only way that they would cone under this would be if they were
charged with a crimnal act. The other would be the negligence type
stuff.

Like M. Smith said, | don't think the insurance would
pay for that anyhow | really would hate to see us bogged down to
this thing where we may not get this passed, and I'min support of
defeating this | anguage and nmake it a legislative act.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, sir. M. Baker

MR. BILL BAKER: | stand in support of this
anendnent. | think we've taken care of the |awyers already.

MR. HOOK: Call the question

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called; is there a
second?

MR ROBI NSON:  Second.

MR. HANNAH. And there is, and hearing no
opposition, we would take up the natter of the MDani el proposal
whi ch woul d include the | anguage: "No nonies or resources of the
Cherokee Nation or any of its entities shall be used to pay for
representation of a defendant in a crimnal natter, except where a
public defender is authorized under Cherokee Nation |aw."

Al'l of those in favor, signify by saying "aye.

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH.  Mbdtion passes, the | anguage stands,
and the floor is open for debate.

MR. BILL BAKER: And Brot her Baker abstai ned.

MR. HANNAH.  And the good nman from Chewey
abst ai ned.

MR. DOMNING Call the question

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called for Section
8. |Is there a second?

MR. ROBI NSON:  Second.

MR. HANNAH:  And hearing no opposition, tota

| anguage in Section 8 would read: "All laws authorizing the

expendi tures of nmoney by and on behal f of the Cherokee Nation shal
specify the purpose for which the noney is to be used, and t he noney
so designated shall be used for no other purpose.

No nonies or resources of the Cherokee Nation or any of
its entities shall be used to pay for representation of a defendant
inacrimnal matter, except where a public defender is authorized
under Cherokee Nation law. Annual expenditures shall not exceed the
avai l abl e funds."

Al'l of those in favor, please signify by saying "aye.

THE DELEGATES: Aye



MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."
And the notion passes, and the |anguage is added, and
Section 8 is approved, and we nove to Section 9. And Dr. Gourd, you
are recogni zed

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. I make a
noti on that the | anguage contained in Section 9 shall read as
follows: "General |aws shall be enacted by the Council providing

for the deposit of funds of the Cherokee Nation and the depository
t hereof, and such funds shall be under the control of the treasurer
under such terns and conditions as shall be designated by said
Counci| and under such | aws which shall provide for the protection
of said funds."

MR. HANNAH. Mdtion is before you; is there a
second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH: There is a second. The floor is
open for debate.

MR. ROBINSON:. Call for the question

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called for; is
there a second? |Is there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH:  Thank you very much. And hearing
no opposition, if approved the | anguage would read in Section 9:
"CGeneral |aws shall be enacted by the Council providing for the
deposit of funds into the Cherokee Nation and the depository
t hereof, and such funds shall be under the control of the treasurer

Under such terns and conditions as shall be designated by said
Counci| and under such | aws, which shall provide for the protection
of said funds."

Al'l those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed said "no."

THE DELEGATES: No

MR. HANNAH: Mbdtion passes, and the | anguage
stands, and Section 9 is approved.

Dr. CGourd, you're recognized.

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. Wile
we're on the otter slide, let's go to Section 10, which shall read
as follows: "No official nmenmber or officer of the Council, cabinet
menber, enpl oyee of any official, Council, cabinet or subdivisions
t hereof, or any person enployed in any capacity by the Cherokee
Nation shall receive fromany individual, partnership, corporation
or entity doing business with the Cherokee Nation directly or
indirectly, any interest, profit, benefits or gratuities, other than
wages, salary, per diemor expenses specifically provided by |aw "

MR. HANNAH. Mdtion's before you; is there a
second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH. There is, and the floor is open for
debat e.



DELEGATE: Call for the question

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called for; is
there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH.  There is a second. M. Baker, are
you stretching your |legs, sir, or what are you doi ng?

MR. BILL BAKER: |'mwaiting for this vote.

MR. HANNAH:  Excellent. Thank you very nuch.
Heari ng no opposition, if approved, Section 10 would read: "No
of ficial nember or officer of the Council, cabinet nenber, enployee
of any official Council, cabinet or subdivision thereof, or any

person enployed in any capacity by the Cherokee Nation shall receive
from any individual partnership, corporation or entity doing
busi ness with the Cherokee Nation directly or indirectly, any
interest, profit, benefit or gratuity, other than wages, salary, per
di em or expenses specifically provided by the [aw. "

MR BILL BAKER M. Chairman.

MR HANNAH:  In the niddle of a vote?

MR. Bl LL BAKER  Uh-huh

MR. HANNAH.  \What say you, and how do you rise

what -- under what pretense would you rise?

MR. BILL BAKER: You're just nobving way too
fast. | nmissed that one. The last sentence, |'ve got an anendnent
that would make it read a little bit better, | think. But whatever

MR HANNAH: W are at consideration, |adies and
gentl emen, of this section, and the question has been called, and
there was a second, and the Chair has read the section to be voted
on, and all of those in favor will signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  Those opposed will say "no." And
the notion passes; the |anguage is accepted.

MR BILL BAKER And one abstention

MR. HOOK: Point of personal privilege.

MR. HANNAH:  And one abstention. M. Baker, |
assume, that woul d be --

MR. BILL BAKER: The younger

MR. HANNAH.  The younger, of Tahl equah. And the
good doctor is recognized.

MR HOOK: | would just like to state for the
record that we said that we would carry these proceedi ngs at a good
pace, but at a pace which would allow all necessary di scussions.

And just for the record, | feel like that if someone for sone reason
nm ssed sonmething, in the past few days we've al ways nade
acconmodation for that. And | nmake no statenment of agreenment or

di sagreenent, but just policy that we should at |east afford the
sanme privil ege.

MR. HANNAH: The Chair woul d be so bold as to
say that that in fact has been our process, and if the kind del egate
bel i eves that the Chair has extended an offense to M. Baker by not
allowing himto speak, then, M. Baker, the Chair apol ogizes to you



sir, and you certainly have an opportunity at this time if you'd
like to stand and be recogni zed and we woul d hear your conment.
MR. BILL BAKER: Not necessarily. Thank you

sir.

MR. HANNAH.  Are you sure, M. Baker?

MR. BILL BAKER: | am positive.

MR HANNAH: | will ask for a third time because
that is traditional. Are you sure, sir? Good man. Dr. Gourd, you
are recogni zed

MR. GOURD: Thank you, M. Chairnan. | nake a
noti on to approve the | anguage of part of Section 11 to read as
follows: "All officers, elected or appointed, who are authorized by

this Constitution or any subsequent legislation to a position of
trust over any land, property, accounts, or nonies, shall execute an
official surety bond in the anobunt as may be required by the
Counci | .

And such surety bonds shall endure to the benefit of and
paid for by the Cherokee Nation for whose protection or surety the
sanme shall be required. And in no event shall said surety bonds be
other than by a licensed insurance conpany authorized to do busi ness
in the State of Gkl ahona."

MR. HANNAH. Mdtion is before you; is there a
second?

THE DELEGATES: Second

MR. HANNAH. And the floor is open for debate.

MR. CLARKE: Call the question

MR. HANNAH. Question has been call ed.

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH:  And there is a second. And if
approved, Section 11 would read: "All officers elected or appointed
who are authorized by this Constitution or any subsequent
legislation to a position of trust over any |and, property, account,
or noney, shall execute an official surety bond in the anpbunt as nmay
be required by the Council.

And such surety bonds shall in order to the benefit and
be paid for by the Cherokee Nation for whose protection or surety
the sane shall be required, and in no event shall said surety bond
be other than by a licensed insurance conpany authorized to do
business in the state of Okl ahona."

Al'l of those in favor of the |anguage, please signify by
sayi ng "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye
MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."
Moti on passes, |anguage is accepted, and Section 11 is added.

M. Hoskin, you are recognized.

MR. HOSKIN. Thank you, M. Chairman. Charles

Hoskin, Jr., Vinita. | would like to see a notion to reconsider for
Section 10, and | think this may have been what M. Baker was
concerned about. It's certainly sonething that junped out at ne,

but it didn't junp out at ne until after we were in the niddle of a



vot e.

MR. HANNAH.  And the Chair would rem nd the good
gentl emen that once again, we have not approved this article, so,
therefore, no need for noving for consideration. And we wll hear
you, Sir.

MR. HOSKIN JR: kay. | thought we woul d have
to go back to it. But in any case, what we approved, or what we
attentively approved, rather, was that no official -- nobving on down
-- "shall receive fromany individual --" noving on down -- "any
interest profit specifically provided by |aw "

So basically what we have done here is said that if the
Counci| passes a |aw saying that they can do it, they can't do it
because we just said they couldn't. Wat needs to be put in there
is, "unless otherwi se provided by law." At least that's how | read
it, and if nmy fellow del egates would hel p me out and point ne in the
right direction, that's fine. But | would like to offer that out as
a way we can change this.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, sir.

MR BILL BAKER And | woul d second that.

MR. HANNAH. | f we get the | anguage up here --
M. Hoskin, is that the scope of your anendnent, sir?

MR HOSKIN. | would say -- |'mlooking off the
copy that M. Baker supplied to us. | would say replace
"specifically provided by law' with, "unless otherw se provided by
l aw. "

MR HANNAH: Stri ke and substitute?

MR HOSKIN: Yes, sir.

MR. HANNAH: So there's a notion before us to
strike "specifically" and to substitute "unl ess ot herw se."

MR LITTLEJCHN: Point of information.

MR. HANNAH:  Point of information, M.
Littlejohn.

MR LITTLEJCHN: Wbuld the word "other" on the
second line toward the end not take care of that?

MR. HOSKIN JR.: | may stand corrected.

MR, LITTLEJOHN: |'m asking the question. It
appears to nme that it woul d.

MR HOSKIN JR: No, | don't believe it would.
| think that that is just taking off the table wages, salary, per
diem expenses, and then the other -- then "specifically provided by
| aw' operates on the rest. That's how !l read it.

MR HANNAH: Mdtion is nmade; it's been seconded;
the floor is open for debate. Doctor, you're recognized.

MR. ROBI NSON: Del egate Rick Robinson. | had
noticed this the other day, but had forgotten about it, ny
enbarrassnent on mssing out on information. The problem | have now
with this specifically is in opposition.

If you read this strictly, especially in nmy division, we
tend to have people that are on boards, |like M. Carke is on the
National Child Care Board, and M. Ketcher is on a national board,



and this period of donated foods, ya-da-ya-da-ya, on and on.

What happens is, we allow themto go and represent the
i nterests of the Cherokee and Indian people, but the entity pays for
the per diem their hotel, you know, all of that. So |I would be
afraid that if we did not change this to "unless,"” that we would
have a problemw th technically not being able to accept that nobney.

And | would estimate it probably saves nmy division thirty, forty
t housand dollars a year. Thank you.

MR. HANNAH.  Thank you, good doctor. Floor is
open for debate.

M5. MASTERS: Call question.

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called.

DELEGATE: Second.

MR HANNAH:  And it has been seconded. And
heari ng no opposition, what is before us is the striking of the word
"specifically," and the inclusion of the phrase "unl ess ot herw se."

If you vote in the affirmative, then the word will be stricken and
the other two words will be included.

M. Keen.

MR JOHN KEEN: Point of clarification, |
suppose.

MR. HANNAH.  Ckay.

MR JOHN KEEN: Excuse me, M. Chairnman, |'ve
been trying to read this, and | think I've read it too nmany tines.
Woul d the kind del egates explain it one nore tine for nme exactly
what - -

MR. HANNAH:  Point of information by M. Keen.
M. Hoskin, would you hel p the kind del egate?

MR HOSKIN, JR: Yes, M. Chairman. As | read
this, what we attentively approved was that "no official nenber --"
novi ng on down -- "shall receive fromany individual, partnership or
corporation --" nmoving on down -- "any interest, profit, benefits or
gratuities, other than wages, salary or per diemor expenses."

And then it says "specifically provided by law." As |
read that, it should say "unless otherw se provided by |aw "
However, Delegate Littlejohn pointed out that perhaps specifically
"provided by |aw' should stay in there and that the "other than
wages" part of that sentence takes care of it.

| began to get a little nore confused as | kept reading
it, too. 1'd like to ask any nmenbers of the Conmi ssion who, |
think, canme up with the original |anguage to naybe conment on this
before we get down to the vote.

MR. HANNAH:  Manager Keen, you're recognized.

MR. SCOIT: Point of privilege.

MR. HANNAH.  Privilege is asked for by M.

Scot t.

MR. SCOTT: | would ask if we might have a
little larger strip again. M eyes seemto be getting worse as the
day goes on.

MR. HANNAH: Scribe will be so instructed. How



is that, M. Scott?

MR SCOIT: That's better

MR HANNAH:  Excel | ent.

MR. KEEN, JR : Thank you, M. Chairman.

Del egate Keen, Jr., and this | anguage was not changed fromthe
original |anguage; | just verified that through the best source that
| know of, our printed code, that contains our Constitution

And what creates this anbiguity appears to be a comm
that appeared after "expenses" because that separates that | ast
clause off into a different thought. And that's probably what is
creating the confusion in the sentence. But with that explanation
I think that the anendnent would help clarify the neaning of the
par agr aph

MR. HANNAH.  Dr. Hook, you are recognized

MR. HOOK: Thank you, M. Chair. After
rereading this, | also believe that the way that we approved it is
nost correctly stated because essentially what we're just saying
t hat nobody shall receive anything other than the wages that are
specifically provided by [aw for them

MR. KEEN, JR: |If you take the common out.

MR. HOOK: Right, without the comma. But | do
urge us to keep the | anguage as approved, w thout the coma.

MR. HANNAH. M. Baker, you are recogni zed.

MR BILL BAKER M. Chair, | don't know what's
right, you know, or what's wong. This was brought to us. [If |I'm
not mstaken, it was sonething that was brought up in an audit and
needed clarification, and if a coma does it, then that just tickles
ne to death.

MR. HANNAH: Starr-Scott, you are recogni zed

M5. STARR-SCOTT: I'mindifferent to the conmm,
but I'm sure confused by this language. It nade it confusing for
me. | think | understood before. And | said "think."

But does this nmean that if we provide by |aw these

cabi net nenbers and people can get all of this noney, or whatever,
from corporations or however? Tell ne it doesn't nean that. And
have we been breaking the law all of this tine by people taking per
diemand stuff? | like the old language. |'mresistant to change
maybe.

MR. HANNAH. M. Hoskin, how do you rise?

MR HOSKINJR: M. Chair, | riseto -- and I'm
reasonably sure of this -- to withdraw ny notion.

MR. HANNAH | thought you would be, sir. Thank
you. M. Baker

MR. JACK BAKER: Since his is wthdrawn, my I
nmake a notion to delete the commm? Because if we look at this, with
the conma in there, that is what it says, "no official," et cetera,
et cetera --

MS. MASTERS: Chair.

MR. JACK BAKER: "No official" -- okay, let ne
read here, okay. "No official shall receive fromany individual,"



then it tells what it can receive, unless -- if we change it to
"otherwise," it would read, "unless otherw se provided by |aw "

But what we are trying to say, or what | think it's
trying to say is that we cannot get any interest, profit, benefits,
gratuity other than wages, salary -- other than wages, salary, per
diem or any expenses specifically provided by law. | think the
"specific provided by law' is only referring to that |ast clause.
Then the comma shoul d be renoved, and then we'll be clear.

MR. HANNAH.  The good English mgjor is
recogni zed.

M5. HAMMONS: | have just consulted with an
Engl i sh professor who happens to be in the room The onission of
the conma, | believe, seconding M. Baker's notion, cures our
probl em

MR. HOOK: Call the question.

MR HANNAH: There's a notion to strike the
conma.

DELEGATE: Second.

MR. HANNAH:  Which is the first time in this
convention that we have waged war on punctuation. There's a second,
and the floor is open for debate.

THE DELEGATES: Call the question.

MR. HANNAH. Question's been called. However,
t he good del egate who represents nunbers raises his hand. M.

Cl arke you are recogni zed.

MR CLARKE: |'mconfused. | don't want to be
confused when | vote. | serve on three national boards, and they
usual ly pay all expenses for nme to get there, per diem hotel, and
all of that kind of stuff.

| also amfromtine to tine called upon by the Departnment
of Health and Human Services to cone to Washington D.C., and to
assi st in planning conferences and whatever for Indian tribes to
deal with certain types of issues. And so they usually sonetines
have ne to sign like a contract like thing, and they pay a little
stipend for that, which | never accepted nyself because |I'mgoing to
turn the check over when | conme into accounting.

Does that nmean that |'ve been violating the |aw by doing
that, and if | continue to do it, does that nean |I'Il be violating
the | aw?

MR HOOK: Point of information.

MR, HANNAH:  Point of information, Dr. Hook.

MR HOOK: No, sir, it does not nean that at
all. It sinmply says you cannot receive anything other than those
wages, salary and expenses that are specifically provided. You
can't receive anything on top of that.

MR. CLARKE: As provided by what |aw? Cherokee
Nation | aw or what?

DELEGATE: Cherokee Nation | aw

MR. HANNAH.  Good del egate is clear?

MR. CLARKE: |I'mready to vote.



MR. HANNAH.  And the good del egate i s not going
tojail, at least on this comma. The question is before us; it has
been seconded. There has been debate on the striking of the conmma.

And if you vote in the affirmative, the comma will be stricken
And all of those in favor, please signify --

MR SILVERSM TH: M. Chairman, would | be out
of order if | asked to chair that -- to table that | nmean?

MR. HANNAH. | beg your pardon?

MR SILVERSM TH: Can | chair the Chair and
tabl e the comm?

MR. HANNAH: Chair the Chair and table the
conma.

MR. GOURD: W have a standing rule; the Chair
is not permtted to sit.

MR HANNAH:  You will be kind to the Chair. He
has been here with you standing for seven days at a clip of about

si xteen hours, plus, and we are still about the work of the Cherokee
peopl e, | adies and gentlenen, whether we're striking commas, whether
we are filling blanks, whether we're talking fast, allow ng | awers

to speak or for laynan to speak. W are all Cherokees, one and all
and we will continue to be about the business of this Tribe unti
all commas are dealt with appropriately.

Al'l of those in favor of striking the conma, please
signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed?

MR SILVERSM TH:  Abst ai n.

MR. HANNAH.  Mbtion passes, the comm is
stricken. And the |anguage stands.

The Chair would be so presunption as to be believe that
the entire article may well be before us at this tine.

MS. LI NNENKCHL: Point of order

MR HANNAH:  Point of order.

M5. LINNENKOHL: Don't we have to reprove the
Section 10 now?

MR. HANNAH:  You know, actually, the good | ady
is correct. And the Chair asked the parlianmentary of such and got
no answer, and the Chair thought, well, nmaybe we will just let that
slide. But now that it's been brought up and entered into the
record, we will return to Section 10.

MR. HOOK: Call the question

MR. HANNAH:  And the question's been called. |Is
there a second?

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH.  There is, and hearing no
opposition, and without the Chair rereading Section 10, all of those
in favor, please signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."
Section 10 is approved and added to the serial, and we are back to



the review of the article.

MR GOURD: M. Chairnan.

MR, HANNAH. Dr. Gourd

MR. GOURD: | nmmke a notion that the | anguage
contained in Article 9, Fiscal, Sections 1 through 11 be approved.

DELEGATE: Second

MR. HANNAH. Mdtion is before you; it's been
seconded. And without opposition, all those in favor, please
signify by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH.  And those opposed said "no."
Congratul ate yourselves; it's been approved.

M5. STROUD: Order of the day.

MR. McCREARY: Personal privilege.

MR. HANNAH. Orders of the day, but persona
privilege by the man from Bl ack Gum

MR. McCREARY: Since we have concl uded a good
day's work, |adies and gentlenen, and we're in such a jovial nood --

MR. HANNAH Wy risk it?

MR McCREARY: | npbve that we recess and return
in the norning at eight-thirty.

MR. HANNAH: This is a nmotion on the floor to
recess this body and to reconvene in these chanbers at eight a.m in
the norning. 1s there a second?

THE DELEGATES: Eight-thirty.

MR HANNAH: | tried. | tried. At
eight-thirty; is that correct, M. Black GunP

MR MCREARY: That's the one | nmade, but if the
del egate wants to cone back at eight o' clock, that's fine with ne.
ROBI NSON: M. Chai rman.

HANNAH:  WAit a minute here. Good doctor
ROBI NSON:  Poi nt of personal privilege.

253

WIIl take two m nutes.

MR. HANNAH. Let's find out if we're com ng back
t onorrow, okay.

MR, ROBI NSON:  Ckay.

MR. HANNAH.  Now, was it eight or eight-thirty,
fol ks?

DELEGATE: Fill the bl ank

MR. HANNAH: | hope soneone wasn't naking a
nmotion to fill the bl ank.

Now, fol ks, we have still sone work before us, and in a

nice, |ow and even voice, what, eight or eight-thirty; what was it?

MR LITTLEJOHN: | woul d suggest that we start

at eight-thirty. W can cone at eight if we want to

MR. HANNAH.  This is very true. W can in fact
cone at seven-thirty if we wanted to. M. QGunter

MR. GUNTER: | believe the enpl oyees of the
Cherokee Nation Tribal Conplex cone in at eight o' clock. It would
probably be best if we --



MR HANNAH: M. Gunter, in a nmonent of absolute
conmon sense reninds us that it will be to recess this evening and
to open our business at eight-thirty in the norning in these
chanbers

M5. TWNI NG Nancy Twi ning from Sacranento, and
will the bus pick us up at our regular time at seven-thirty or
ei ght?

MR, HANNAH. Dr. Gourd?

MR. GOURD: We've got to decide if you're going
to get here at eight or eight-thirty.

MR. HANNAH I f those of you riding the bus will
coordinate with Dr. Gourd, we will see to it that the bus arrives at
t he appropriate nonent.

| have a notion for us to adjourn -- recess, and, good
doctor, we're going to get to you in just a nmonent. | amgoing to
make sure that this vote is down, and then | will gavel us out of
here.

And there's a second. And all of those in favor, signify
by saying "aye."

THE DELEGATES: Aye

MR. HANNAH:  And those opposed said "no." And
t he good doctor is recognized.

MR. ROBINSON: Two minutes. | just want to give
us sone good infornmation. You know, we've had a Job Corps Center
for twenty-one years, and the ngjority of that tinme, throughout the
twenty-one years, we have not perforned very well.

There has been tine where we've been in the middle, but
for five or six years, starting in '92 or so, we were at the bottom

W have done a lot of work. The Council, Ms. Scott, all the
Counci | people, the adm nistration, we brought in an excellent
director, and we are above standard on all sixteen standards in our
regi on.

We are the highest in the Nation in one standard, and on
the top in several. But | just got a letter four days ago, that |
saw today, that we have been nom nated by our regional director as a
Respect Center for the Respect Award. There are only twelve of
t hese given each year, one from each region

The only higher honor in Job Corps is one of those twelve
will be the center of the year. This doesn't nean we're the top on
t he standings, but we've went way down quite a bit, so | think we
need to give everybody that tal ked to the Job Corps a big hand for
t hat .

(appl ause)
Anot her thing. Al so, we have a problemw th one hundred
forty-one entities in America using the word "Cherokee." And | got

sone information froma friend at the university in Topeka that a
group out west was using the name as the Western Federation Church
and Tri bal Cherokee |ndians.

They're a diploma deal. You can get a diploma for a
Ph.D. in divinity studies in one day if you submt enough



information. Myself and Ms. Daniels, and a couple of other people
wor ked. W did get a concession fromthat group; they have dropped
t he nane "Cherokee" fromtheir title. So that's good. Also, pick
up trash.

MR. HANNAH. M. Center.

MR. CENTER: Request pernission to unlock the
door.

MR HANNAH:  Permnission to unlock the chanber,
and we are at recess.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED)
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